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SIR DUDLEY CARLTON, 


© We © 


EN'-LISH EMBASSADOR 


AT THE HAGUE, 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

AY it pleaſe your honour; We arrived at Dort 
M this laſt night betwixt ſix and ſeven of the 
clock; our paſſage was without any impedi- 

ment at all, and whereſoever we were to take boat 
ſtill we found ſome ready to put off, as if they had 
waited our coming. Immediately upon my arrival 1 
went to my Lord Biſhop, and as ſoon as I had done 
my meſſage unto him, 1 forthwith went to Mr. Bo- 
germannus, who humbly thanks your honour for your 
great courteſy towards him, and promiſes to acquaint 
your Lordſhip by me with whatſoever paſles in the 
ſynod: had he known of ſo convenient means of writ- 
ing to your Lordihip, I ſuppoſe he would have writ- 
ten: but when I ipake with him I knew not ſo much 
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myſclf, Feſtus Hommius and Polyander I have got 
yet ſcen, and it will be the afternoon ere I ſhall ſpzak 
with them, becauſe this morning they have a ſitting, 
Whatſoever hath paiſed in the ſynod formerly, your 
Lordſhip ſhall underitand by a packet from my Lord 
Biſhop; whaticever ſheeches or other paſſages are to 
be copied, I ſhall this afternoon get of Mr, Preſident, 
and [ will not fail to ſend your honour the tranſcripts 
of them, when Daniel returns. What ſhall be diſ- 
puted of or decided in the next ſeilions at the ſynod, 
I will at large inform your Loidihip by the next 
meſſenger, mean time I humbly take my leave. 


From Dort ihis 34 of Tour Lordſtip's chaplain, 
Acre. 1618, and bounden in all duly, 


Jo. Harts. 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

NE OVK honour ſhall here receive incloſed an ln- 

dex of all the acts of the ſynod ſince the be- 
ginnipg, till the 42 of this preſent. It is not that 
which I required, but is fo much as Feſtus Hommins 
(whoſe writing it is) could ſpare your Lordſhip, My 
deſire was to obtain not only the bare concluſions, but 
the whole manner of proceeding, with all particulais 
propounded ard concluded in the ſynod : but it ſcems 
this was thought zimis grande pyftulatum. If I ct 
come ſo far to perfect my notes of all the former {.1- 
ions, as that 1 ſhall be able to expreſs them in form, 
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as did the ſeſſion on Saturday laſt, and by God's help 
will expreſs the following ſethons, I will in time ac- 
quiint your Lordſhip with it, Mean while 1 come 
to the ſeſſion on Monday morning, the 45 of this 


preſent. 


It had been in ſome of the ſormer ſeſſions deter- 


' mined that there ſhould be choſen ſix divines for the 
tranſlation of the Bible, three for the Old Teſtament, 
and three for the New, with the Apocrypha: and 
likewiſe reviſors one out of every province, to whom 
the work being done ſhould be brought to be reviſed 
and cenſured. In this preſent ſeſſion they proceed to 
the choice of them. The manner of election was by 
ſcrutiny: the deputics in every province in ſcribto ex- 
libiting one. The ſcrutators were two of the ſecu— 
luis, D. Simon Schottus, ſecretary of Middelburgh, 
and preſident this weck, and Martinus Gregorii, theſe 
calculated the voices, and pronounced the election. 
And firſt for the traoflition of the Old Teſtament 
were choſen theſe three, John Bogermannus, Guil. 
Baudaritus, and Gerſon Bucerus : for the tranſlation 
of the New, were choſen, Jac. Rolandus, Herman- 
nus Fauck.lius, and Petrus Cornelii. From theſe they 
proceed to the nomination of the reviſors. Here aroſe 
a doubt concerning the province of Utrecht, For be- 
cauſe they are equally divided three contra remon- 
ſtrants, and three remonſtrants, they could not agree 
upon the nomination of a reviſor for that province, 
which thing bred a demur in the ſynod, The prae- 
ſes required the judgment of the ſynod, what they 
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thonght fit to be done, Some thought they might 
be altogether paſt by, For there would be reviſors 
enough though that province choſe none. Others 
thought fit it ſhould be deferred till the end of the 
Synod, and then ſome one of that province ſhould be 
choſen communibus ſuffrapiis totius Synodi. A third 
ſort determined that it ſhould be deferred till that 
province were reconciled in itſelf, (which it was hop- 
ed would be at the end of the ſynod) and then they 
ſhould name ſome one of their province to be approv- 
ed by the reſt of the tranſlators and reviſors; and 
this ſentence paſt for current, So that for the pre- 
ſent there is no reviſor for the province of Utrecht. 
Another doubt yet was moved, for one of the pro- 
vinces had named two paribus ſuffragiis : the quel- 
tion was who ſhould ſtand. It pleaſed the ſynod to 
put it to lots. And ſo the praeſes wrote their 
names in two little tickets of paper, each by itſelf, 
and rouled them up, and delivered them to Martinius 
Gregorius, that which he took ſtood, that which he 
refuſed, was preſcnily torn, The reviſors for the 
Old Teſtament were theſe, ex Geldria Ant. Tyſius: 
ex Suyd-Houllandia Jo. Polyander: ex North- Holl in- 
dia P. Plancius: ex Zelandia Jod, Larenus: ex Friſia 
Sibrandus Lubbertus: ex Transiſulania Jac, Revius: 
ex Groning, D. Gomarus : ex Drentia Onias Boe- 
thus. The reviſors for the New Teſtament were 
theſe, ex Gcldria Seb. Dammannus : ex Suyd-Hollan- 
dia Feſtus Hommius: ex North- Hollandia Goſwinus 
Geldorpius: ex Zelandia Ant, Walaeus: ex Friſia 
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Bern, Fullenius: ex Transiſulania Jo. Langius: ex 
Groning. Ubbo Emmius: ex Drentia Jo. Cuperus, 
It was further enacted, that if any of the tranſlators 
(ſhould die, or by ſickneſs become unable for the ſer- 
vice, that then he that was next him in number of 
voices in the ſcrutiny ſhould ſucceed in his place: If 
any of the reviſors ſhould die, or be ſick, power was 
given to the praeſes, the two aſſeſſors, and the two 
{.cibes to depute another in his room: and fo this 
ſeion concluded; in which tho' little was done, yet 
was it long a doing by reaſon of the ſcrutiny, 

Upon Tueſday the +7 of this preſent, the deputies 
met in the morning, where the firſt thing that was 
propoſed was concerning thoſe of Drent, For where- 
as the day before they had named two reviſors for the 
tranſlation, they now upon better advice require to be 
excuſed in that behalf, becauſe in their province the 
-Igic tongue was not well known, Which petition 
ef theirs was accepted In the ſecond place it was 
thought good, that fince all the buſineſs concerning 
the tran{lation was determined of, there ſhould be a 
repetition made in the ſynod of all that had paſſed 
about it: to this purpoſe, that if any thing were ei- 
ther omitted or miſ-related, it might be rectified : 
forthwith followed a narration of all that had been 
done, where ſome {mall exceptions not worth relating 
were ſtood upon, In the third place was propoſed 
the defe of the afternoon ſermons and catechizing, 
eſpecially in the country villages; and the ſynod was 
moved to deliver itſelf concerning remedies of this 
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defect. What had been heretofore decreed in ſome 
of their ſynods concerning this matter was publicly 
read, The impediments were, Firſt, the negligence 
of the paſtors; Secondly, combinations, that is, double 
beneſices, when men having two cures could not ſuf- 
ficiently attend both: Thirdly, the difficulty of re- 
claiming the country-people on the Sundays either 
from the ſports or from their work. 

The {ynod beginning to conſider of means to cut 
off theſe abuſes, Feſtus Hommius amongſt other things 
complained, that through the negligence of the remon- 
ſtrants it came that catechizing was ſo much decayed ; 
which words of his, it is thought, will be an occaſion 
of ſyme choler, though for the preſent they paſſed un- 
controul:d, Many delivered their opinions how the 
forementioned hindranccs of afternoon ſermons and 
cat-hizins might be removed. Firſt, By imploring 
the help of the Statcs-General, that it would pleaſe 
them by ther authority to prohibit that ordinary pro- 
phanation of the tabbath by worktag or playing: Se- 
conily, By requiring the like help of the particular 
magitirates in every town and village: Thirdly, By 
taking away thoſe combinations: Fourthly, By pro- 
vidiug of ſufficient ſchool-matters in every village who 
ſhould not only teach grammar, but inſtruct youths 
in the principles of religion: Fifthly, That the pa- 
{tors ſhould not omit afternoon ſermons by reaſon of 
the negligence of their auditors, but ſhould perform 
them, though they brought to the church none but 
their own family: that the paſtors and deacons and 
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ſeniors ſhould deal with their friends and acquain- 
tance and bring them to church with them. Sixthly, 
That if any paſtor neglected to perform this duty, he 
ſhould be ſubject to eccleſiaſtical cenſure. Seventhly, 
that the deputics of other nations ſhould be requeſt- 
ed to make overture of their cuſtoms in this behalf. 
Laſtly, that diligent inquiry ſhould be made through- 
out all the claſſes, whether catechizing and afternoon 
ſermons were obſerved, It was decreed that in every 
pariſh there ſhould be two ſermons every Sunday, of 
which that in the afternoon was to be catechetical, 
That the miniſters ſhould give good example by bring- 
ing their own family to church; that the help of the 
magiſtrate ſhould be implorcd ; that combinations 
ſhould be taken away, 

When all was done, then was that required which 
ſhould have been done afore : the deputies of other 
nations were deſired to deliver their cuſtoms in this 
behalf. Where firſt my Lord Biſhop ſhewed that 
with us in England, the magiſtrate impoſed a pecu- 
niary mul& upon ſuch as did abſent themſ:lves from 
divine duties; which pecuniary mul& generally pre- 
vailed more with our people, than any pious admoni- 
tions could, Thoſe of the Palſgrave's country ſhew- 
ed that each Sunday they had two ſermons, and ſuch 
as were abſent, were firſt admoniſhed by the clergy, 
and if this ſufficed not, they required the help of the 
civil magiſtrate, Thoſe of Geneva told us, that in 
the churches in their cities they had every Sunday 
four ſermons, &c, Thoſe of Breme that they had 
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three ſermons, of which one was catechetical ; and to 
avoid prophanation of the ſabbath, it was not lawful 
to celebrate any marriage-feaſt, or ſuch like, upon the 
Sunday, till fix a clock in the evening. Many other 
things of this nature were related, of which a great 
deal I could not underſtand. When all had ſpoken, 
the pracſcs told them that this propoſal was not made 
becauſe in the Belgie churches there had not been 
order taken for catechizing and ſermons, but becauſe 
the laws formerly made in this behalf were neglected: 
and that now means was thought of to bring them in 
force again. And ſo they brake up. 

I received your honour's letters of the 4 F of this 
preſent, in which your honour requires to be inform- 
ed of ſuch propoſals as Epiſcopius lately made in behalf 
of the Arminian party. The thing is this. Shortly af- 
ter that the letters of citation were ſent to the Armi- 
nians, Epiſcopius, with other of the remonſtrants came 
privately to the depuries of the States, and exhibited 
a remonltrance, in which they required eſpecially theſe 
things. Firſt, That all of their party throughout the 
provinces might be allowed to make one body, and 
out of it depute ſuch as they thought good, whom 
they might ſend to the ſynod to plead in their be- 
half, Secondly, That it might be lawful for them 
inſtead of ſome of thoſe who are written unto, to 
ſubſtitute others, Thirdly, That Utenbogart and Gre- 
vinchovius might have {ate conduct and free acceſs to 
the ſynod. The delegates immediately ſent for the 
pracſes, the two aſſeſſors and the two ſcribes, and re- 
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quired their opinion in this buſineſs. For the firſt 
point, the clergy-men thought it not to be granted, 
as being feared it would be prejudicial to the Belgic 
churches. The deputies for the ſeculars anſwered, 
that they had given Epiſcopius this anſwer, For the 
two latter, the clergy thought that if it pleaſed the 
ſeculars it might be done. Reply was made by the 
ſeculars, that they were men infamous, tumultuous, 
on whom the church cenſure, for Grevinchovius had 
extended, and therefore they would permit them no 
place in the ſynod. So was Epiſcopius and his com- 
pany diſmiſſed. This was a thing done only in pri- 
vate: the ſynod had no notice of it, neither is it re- 
corded in any public regiſter. What more paſſed be- 
tween the ſeculars and the remonſtrants at this meet- 
ing is not known, and the clergy know no more than 
it pleaſed the ſeculars to impart, Of this I heard no- 
thing, till by reaſon of your Lordſhips letters I en- 
quired into it. | 
Whilſt the ſynod was fitting on Tueſday morning, 
there came in news of the death of one of their com- 
pany, Henricus ab Hell, ſenior of the church of Zut- 
phen, who died in the time of the ſeſſion. I am de- 
ſirous to know whether my letters upon Monday con- 


taining the Saturday ſeſſion came to your Lordſhip's 


hands, I intended them by way of Rotterdam, but 
Daniel tells me he delivered them to a gentleman that 
went immediately for the Hague, marry what he was 
he knew not, this hath made me a little jealous, I 
beſeech your honour, by the next that comes from you 


F'Y « 
— — — 


1 
ih 
j 
| 
' 
K | 
| 


- 
z: ð — —1ñ„%.. —— — — 


— b 


| 


7 OW... LETTERS FROM 


hither, by word of mouth to let me know, Mr. Prae- 
ſes, Feſtus Hommius, Polyander, Tronchinus of Ge— 
neva required me to remember their love and ſervice 
to your honour: and ſo for this time I humbly take 
my leave. 


From Dort this 14 *f Your honour's chaplain, 
Noavemb. 1618. and bounden in all duty, 
Jo. HaLEs. 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 

1 PON Saturday, the day after my coming to Dort, 

went to Feltus Hommius, and delivered him 
your honour's letters, upon peruſal of which, he libe- 
rally promiſed me an index of all whatſoever had paſ- 
ſed in the ſynod untill my coming to town, The time 
of making his promiſe good was Sunday morning. 
When I ſaw it came not at the time, after dinner ! 
wrote a little note unto him, to put him in mind of 
his promiſe, but yet I heard nothing of him, 1 ſup- 
poſe this falls out by reaſon of his multiplicity of bu- 
ſinc{s, not that he would flight your Lordſhip; tho" 
remember in a ſpeech that paſſed between him and 
me, he told me that there paſſed among the brethren 


of the ſynod a conſent de non eliminandis,” &c. of 


not divulging of any paſſage till all was done, which 1 


interpreted as ſpoken only upon the by, not with any 


intent of hindering any intelligence which ſhould be 
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given your honour, I dealt with Mr. Praeſes and with 
Feſtus for a copy of Martinus Gregori his oration : 
the anſwer from them both was the ſame, that he 
would not at any hand be intreated to deliver a copy 
of it, no not ſo much as the ſum of it : whether it was 
becauſe of ſome matter that was in it, as that he ſpake 
ſomewhat roundly in diſgrace of the Spaniard, or that 
the politics, have ſome end in it, or that he himſelf 
is deſirous to have it thought that he delivered it on- 
ly ex tempore, or for what other reaſon I know not. 
As concerning what hath paſſed in the Synod, till 1 
hear farther from Feſtus, Iwill acquaint your honour 
with what paſſed there ſince my coming. 

On Saturday 44 of this preſent, in the morning the 
deputies met, and debated ſome things of no great 
moment, concerning their intended tranſlation of the 
Bible. The firlt thing propoſed was, whether the 
name Fehovah ſhould be retained untranſlated, or ren- 
dered by the Dutch word Heere, as the Greeks Ku- 
fie, the Engliſh Lord. The praeſes thought fit it 
ſhould be rendered Heere, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt 
in the New Teſtament, citing ſome things out of the 
Old, renders the Hebrew Jehovah, by the Greek Ky - 
p195, according as the Septuagint had done, This paft 
for current, till it came to Martinius of Breme, who 
divided the ſentence, and thought that it might or- 
dinarily ſo be rendered, if ſome places were excep- 
ted. And to this purpoſe he cited ſome places of 
ſcripture, where the word 7eh2v4h had à peculiar e- 
nergy and force, which the Belgie Heere could not 
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attain unto, To the ſame effect did others ſpeak : 
and great diſputations would have ariſen about this 
point, as whether the name 7ehovah had any points 
of its own, or borrowed his points from F/o5im and 
Adonai, and the like, but that the praeſ-s ſtill cut 
them off, It was at length by the greater part con- 
cluded, that it ſhould be rendred by the Belgic //-ere, 
which was always to be expreſt in capital clur.Qers, 
and concerning this the reader ſhould be advcrtiied 
farther in the preface, And when there ſho. be in 
any place ſome peculiar force in that word whic!: the 
Belgic word did not expreſs, of this the reader ſhould 
be admoniſhed by a marginal gloſs. 

The ſecond propoſal was, Whether the Hebrew 


proper names ſhould be retained, or tran{lated like- 


wiſe into Dutch. It was concluded they {houl.' be 
retained, for avoiding of all unneceſſary novelty and 
alteration, The third propoſal was, Whether the 
ancient diviſion of chapters ſhould remain, for many 

Hebrew copies differed from our common in this point, 
and ſometime the old diviſion did ſeem ſomewhat in- 
convenient, as that ſomewhere it brake off in the mid | 
of a matter, ſomewhere in the midſt of a ſentence, It 
was concluded that the old diviſion ſhould remain, 
For there would ariſe great confuſion in quotations, 
if the number of chapters and verſes ſhould alter. As 
for the variety of other copies, and inconvenient di- 
viſion, of this the reader ſhould be advertiſed in the 
margin, The fourth propoſal was, Whether there 
might not be added ſome appendices to the Bible, as 
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chorographical and topographical tables, genealogies, 
and the like, It was thought fit they ſhould, pro- 
vided that in the tables and maps there were no pic- 
tures and babies, for avoiding ſuperſtition. The fifth 
propoſal was concerning the appointing of perſons fit 
for the work of the tranſlation, The praeſes willed 
that every province ſhould exhibit by bill the names 
of thoſe who they knew in their provinces were of ſuf- 
ficiency for the tranilation, which forthwith was done, 
and the names that were exhibited were all pronoun- 
ced in the ſynod : but out of theſe who ſhould be cho- 
ſen for the work was defer'd, until the next ſeſſion 
appointed upon the Monday following: and ſo with 
prayer they brake up the meeting. 

As I have done in tiiis ſeſſion, ſo will I do in all 
the reſt, if 1 ſhall get convenient place where I may 
ſtand and note, For, for any thing I ſee, mine own 
notes muſt be my chiefeſt help. The matters are but 
ſmall, but I ſuppoſe they will amend when the Armi- 
nian party ſhall make their appearance. Here is your 
honour's old friend come to town, and paſſes under 
the name of a doctor of phyſic. He is to dine with 
my Lord Biſhop this day, but I have diſcovered him 
unto his Lordſhip what he is, I have preſumed to 

keep Daniel with me longer than I determined at my 
departure; the reaſon is, becauſe I am unskilful of 
the ſtreets, and I have not Dutch enough to enquire 
my way: I will ſhortly ſend him home. What ſhall 
de done in the following ſeſſions, I will not fail ts 
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inform your Lordſhip by the next meſſenger, in the 
mean while 1 humbly take my leave, 


Dort this 7 Nov. . Your honour's chaplain, ard 
1618, bounden in all duty, 
Jo. Hates, 


I have ſent your honour a catalogue of the ſynud 
printed here with us, 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

N Wedneſdey the +5 of November, thoſe of th 
ſynod met in the morning. This ſeſſion was 

only deliberative, for they concluded nothing. The 
propoſal was, What form of catechizing both for chil- 
dren and youths ſhould be thought fitteſt to be put in 
practice in the Belgic churches. The praeſes firſt 
ſpake many things learnedly of the neceſſity of cate- 
chizing, that it was the baſis and ground of religion, 
and the ſole way of transſuſing the principles of Chril- 
tianity into men, that it was very ancient, practiſed by 
the patriarchs, by the apoſtles, by Origen, and approv- 


ed by the conſent of the fathers: and that from the 


neglect of this came the ignorance of the common 
ſort, and that multitude of ſects amongſt them, ct 
Papiſts, anabaptiſts, libertines, &c, whereas if an unt- 
form courſe of teaching them their fir{t principles kad 
been taken up, there would not have been ſo many 
differences: that there was now greater neceſſity than 
ever of reyiving this cuſtom, becauſe cf the Jeſuits, 
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who mightily labour in this kind, as appeared by ſome 
of their acts lately in Friſia, &c. Next were the de- 
puties for the ſtrangers called upon to deliver what 
forms of catechizing were in their churches put in 
uſe: which they did, and gave them to the pracſes in 
writing. After theſe, the profeſſors, and the other 


deputies, ſpake their minds, and almoſt all gave chem 


up in writing, which were immediately pronounced in 
public by the ſcribe; and ſuch as ſpake, memoriter, 
promiſed to ſet down their opinions in ſcripto, and 
deliver them to the praeſes after dinner. The prin- 
cipal heads on which they inſiſted, were theſe: that 
there might be three degrees of catechizing, one do- 
meltical, to be practiſed by fathers and maſters in their 
families: another ſcholaſtical to be uſed by ſchool- 
maſters in public ſchools: and a third eccleſiaſtical 
to be practiſed by the miniſter in the church, that ſo 
fathers might fit their children for the ſchools, the 
ſchools for the church: that therefore parents and 
maſters ſhould be admoniſhed to look to this duty in 
their families: that ſchoolmaſters ſhould be choſen, 
ſuch as were ſkillful themſelves to catechiſe, and that 
they ſhould be careful to bring their ſcholars to cate- 
chetical ſermons; that from ſermons they ſhould pre- 
ſently call them to the ſchool, and there examine them 
bow they had profited : that the miniſter of every pa- 
riſh, together with the ſeniors and deacons, ſhould 
monthly or quarterly viſit the ſchools, and know the 
ſcholars proficiency in this behalf: that the miniſters 
before the times of the communion ſhould repair un - 
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to private familics and catechize : that the magiſtrate? 
would be pleaſed to provide ſtipends for {choolmaſters, 
ſo to make them the more chearful : that there ſhou!4 
be variety of catechizing according to the variety of 
the age, one for children, which ſhould contain the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Commandments, the 
doctrine of the ſacraments, &c. that for ſuch as were 
elder, other things ſhould be added according to, the- 
Capacity: that to take away confuſion, one form of 
catechiſm in each kind ſhould be uſed; that the ge. 
ſuits catechiſms of Leſſius, Caniſius, Ledeima, &c. 
ſhould be aboliſhed. All this and more by ſundry 
men was exhibited in writing, and read in the audi- 
ence of the ſynod, | 

That which hitherto hath been done concerns only 
the manner of catechizing, as for the matter of the 
catechiſm, that was not now thought fit to be ſpoken 
of, but was put off till the end of the ſynod, When 
all had ſpoken their pleaſures the praeſes ſignified, 
that he, together with the aſſeſſors and ſcribes, would 
compare all theſe writings together, and out of them 
all gather one form of catechizing as they thought 


| beſt, and exhibit it unto the ſynod to be approved 


of, or altered to their liking. And fo the ſeſſion end- 
ed. Amongſt the reſt, there were ſome particulars 
told, One of the deputies of Geldria, to ihew the 
force of private catechizing, related that among them 
there was a miniſter, who when he firſt came to his 
living, found his church quite empty, becauſe all his 


Pariſhioners were Papiſts; and therefore if he would 
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preach, he was to preach to the bare walls: but he 
takes ſo much pains as to go to every of his pariſh 
privately unto their houſes, and there by familiar con- 
verſing with them, and expounding unto them the 
grounds of religion, he ſo far prevailed with them, 
that in the compaſs of a year he gained them all to 
come to church, and by this means hath ſcarce a Pa- 
piſt in his pariſh. But doubtleſs the moſt eſſectual 
way of all the reſt to bring young perſons to learn 
their catechiſm, was that which was related by one 
of the Helvetian deputics. For he told us, that in 
his country the manner was, that all young perſons 
that meant to marry, were to repair, both he and ſhe, 
unto their miniſter, a little before they meant to mar- 
ry, and by him to be examined how well they had 
conned their catechiſm : If they had not done it per- 
fectly to his mind, he had power to defer their mar- 
riage till th: y had better learned their leſſuns. I was 
much affected to this courſe when I heard it; and 1 
thought that doubtleſs it was a ſpeedy way to make 
all young perſons, excepting myſelf and two or three 
more that mean not over-haſtily to marry, to be skill- 
ful in their cat.chiſm, The {ſynod ſhall be ill adviſed 
if they mike no uſe of it 

Mr. Dean this day is to make a Latin ſermon in 
the ſynod-houſe, and after that there are certain ſup- 
plications exhibited to the ſynod to be conſidered of. 
What they are, and what they contain I will inform 
your honour by the next convenient meſſenger, I 
have ſuffered Daniel to come home, and ſupply him- 
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ſelf of ſome necſſuries, but to return to me again 
upon Saturday, exccpt your honour ſhall} otherwiſe 
appoint. His lodging and diet are provided, and he 
will be ſerviceable to me this ill weather, to be ſent 
in buſineſs, myſelf not being ſo well able in dirt and 
ſnow to trace the ftreets, hut this 1 leave to your 
Lordſhip's conſideration, and for this preſent J hum- 
bly take my leave, 


_— 
—̃ —¾— z. ꝛꝛ— . — 


— 
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| From Dort this * o of Your Lord ib chaplain, 


Nuvemb. 1018. and bounden in all duty, 

Jo. Harts, 
| | 2 28 
| | 
1 

' Right Hencural le, my very good Lord, 


| U PON Thurſday, 19 of this preſent, the ſynod 
| being met together, Mr. Dean of Worceſter 
| made in the ſyaod-houſe a polite and pathetical Latin 
| | ſermon; the portion of ſcripture he chof-: for his theme 
| was the 15th verſc of the vi. of EFccleſiafles, Noli 
* eſſe juſtus nimium, nequè eſto ſapiens nimis.“ Aft- 
6 ter a witty coming upon his text, how it ſhould come 
| | that righteouſneſs and wiſdom, which are every where 
| 


commended unto us, ſhould here ſeem to receive a 
1 check, he ſhewed how men might ſeem to be too juſt; 
Firſt the ſeculars, when fitting in place of jullice they 
ſtood too {tricily in keeping the letter of the law, and 
then by inflicting too heavy puniſhments, when in e- 
quity lighter would ſerve : next in the ſecond word 
ſapiens ninmis, he taxt the divines for preſuming too 
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far in prying into the judgments of God, and ſo came 
to reprove the curious diſputes which our age hath 
made concerning predeſtination; that this diſpute for 
its endleſsneſs was like the mathematical line, * divi- 
* ſibilis in ſemper diviſibilia;* that it was in divinity, 
as the rule of Cos 1s in arithmetic, For the cnding 
of theſe diſputes his advice unto the ſynod was, that 
both parts contending ſhould well conſider of St. Paul's 
diſcourſe in the ninth to the Romans, and for their ſi- 
nal determination both ſhould, exhibit unto the ſynod 
a plain perfpicuovs and familiar paraphraſe on that 
chapter. For if the meaning of that diſcourſe were 
once perfectly opened, the queſtion were at an end. 
From hence he came to exhort them to ſtand to the 
former determinations, which had hitherto moſt gene- 
rally paſt in the reformed churches, in theſe points: 
and told them that it was an eſpecial part of his ma- 
jelty's common to exhort them to keep unaltered 
the former conf. tlicns. Jlow fit it was to open fo 
much of their comm.titon, and thus to expreſs them— 
ſe}ves for a party againſt the remonltrants, your ho- 
nvur can hatt judge, After this he brought a very 
patheticel conchultion, conſiſting of a vehement exhor- 
tation to peace and union, and ſo he ended. I he prac- 
ſes gave him thanks for his good pains, and then told 
us, whereas it was once purpoſed to lay open before 
the ſynod certain Iibelli ſupplices (which I mentioned 
to your honour in my laſt letters) he might not now 
do it, for ſome reaſons which he then concealed. And 
ſv he diſmiſt the ſynod without doing any thing far- 
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ther. What theſe belli ſupplices contain, is unknown, 
Some imagine it to be from the remonſtrant party; o- 
chers more probably think that the ſubject of them 
were certain gravamina of the country miniſters. 

Mr. Dean's ſermon was taken well, for any thing 
1 can yet learn to the contrary, but your Lordſhip 
(hall underſtand, there was a little doubt made con- 
cerning theſe Latin ſermons, Mr, Praeſes, when the 
letters were directed to the Arminian party, requeſted 
the foreigners that they would be pleaſed to be{tow 
in their courſes ſome Latin ſermons to entertain the 
ſynod till the Arminians made their appearance; and 
firſt commended this unto the Engliſh. My Lord Bi- 
ſhop refuſed it becauſe of the ſudden warning : but 
Mr. Dean would needs undertake it. But certain of 
the exteri came to the Biſhop, and ſhewed him how 
dangerous this might be. For it was as they thought 
a very hard matter ſo to walk, as not to touch upon 
{ome points that are in controverſy, which could not 
be without the offence of one party. My Lord Bi- 
thop, and the other two, for this reaſon thought the 
motion very inconventent: but Mr. Dean would by 
no means upprehend of it, but as of a buſineſs very 
tit to be done, It ſecms this was the general conceit 
of the foreigners, which was the cauſe that there was 
in this kind nothing done till now, notwithſtanding 
that the motion was made a pretty while before my 
coming to Dort. But how well this example is ap- 
proved, it will appear, if others of the foreigners do 
follow it. Here is a rumour of a certain jeſuitical 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 23 


book, lately ſet forth in diſgrace of our ſynod, I have 
not yet ſen it, but I underſtand it is in the hands of 
the pracſes unto whom 1 had repaired to have Jook- 
ed into it, but that I conceive him to be exceeding full 
of buſineſs. As ſoon as 1 can learn what it is, I will 
acquaint your honour with it, We have much ſpeech 
of a ſtrange comet of an unuſual length ſeen this morn- 
ing. I ſaw it not; and peradventure it is no news 
unto your Lordſhip, if it have appeared in the hori- 
zon of the Hague. My Lord Biſhop and his compa- 
ny remember their love and ſervice to your honour, 
and thank you for your letter of Engliſh news, which 
they here return, 1 have ſent according to your Lord- 
ſhip's will fix catalogues of the ſynod, printed with 
us in Latin, And ſo for this time 1 humbly take my 
leave. 


From Dort this 1% of Your honour's chaplain, and 
Novemb. 1618. boaunden in all duty, 


Jo. HaLEsS., 


mt 


good Lord, 
FPON Friday the 33 of November, the deputies 
met in the morning, where ſirſt of all, there 
were recited the judgments of ſome concerning the 
manner of catechizing which was yet depending, who 
had not delivered their minds in writing the day be- 
fore, In this was there nothing extraordinary, ſaye 
only the advice of the remonſtrants of Utrecht. For 
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the deputies of that proviuce gave their judgments 
ſeverally, the corftra-remonſtrants by themſelves, and 
the remonſtrants by themſelves, Theſe firſt blamed 
the common catcchiſm paſſunt among them, as being 
too obſcure for the ſimple, and too long for the me- 
mory, Secondly, they thought it not neceſſary that 
there ſhould be a thiecfold catechiſm, for one well 
learned might ſerve for all the reſt. Thirdly, they 
would have a catechiſm ſo made, that the anſwers 
might be nothing elſe. but bare texts of holy ſcrip- 
tures, For they thought, that if ſcripture alone were 
taught, and not any mens gloſſes, it would be a more 
immediate means to gain the anabaptiſts and other 
ſchiſmatics to accept of the catechiſm, Fourthly, 
they thought fit that in the preface to theſe cate- 
chilms, there ſhould be a note piven to this purpoſe; 
that theſe kinds of writing by catechiſms, &c. were 
to be elteemed only as the apocryphal ſcriptures, 

To the third point fome little thing was anſwer- 
cd to this purpoſe, that this was a mean utterly to 
extirpate all other forms of catechizings out of the 
church, there never yet having been any form of creed 
or catechiiſm ſo conceived. Yet there might be a time 
hereaſter for the ſynod to conſider of it, when they 
pleaſed, After this followed the form of catechizing, 
which the pracſcs and aſſeſſors had agreed upon, My 
purpoſe was to have taken an extract of it, and ſent 
it to your honour, and 1 dealt with Feſtus Hommuus 
about it ; but his anſwer was, that he was to commu- 
nicate about this with the pracſcs, and that it was in 
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the hand of Sebaſt. Dammannus his fellow ſcribe. To 
Dammannus 1 was not known, neither did I under- 
ſtand of any acquaintance he had with your honour, 
and therefore I let it reſt, The ſum of it was this. 
That there ſhould be obſerved a threefold catechi- 
zing. 1. At home by the parents. 2, In the ſchool 
by the ſchoolmaſter; A third in the church by cate- 
chetical ſermons: then that there ſhould be a three- 
fold catechiſm, one for incipientes, containing the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Commandments, the 
doctrine of the Sacraments, and the church diſcipline. 
A ſecond for the middle ſort, which ſhould be a brief 
of the Palatine catechiſm: a third for youths, the Pa- 
latine catechiſm itſelf, That every one that was ad- 
mitted ſchoolmaſter ſhould be bound to teach no other 
catechiſm, and that all other forms ſhould be aboliſh- 
ed: that if either ſchoolmaſters in the ſchools, or mi- 
niſters in the church, ſhould refuſe or neplc& to cate- 
chize, they ſhould be ſubject to cenſure, &c. 

When this form was read, the provinces were in 
order asked what they would have altered or ſuppli- 
ed. Thoſe of Gueldria thought it ſit that the mini- 
ſter before his catechctical ſermon, ſhould not only 
take the words of the catechiſm (as the cuſtom had 
in moſt places been but likewiſe ſome text of ſcrip- 
ture upon which the doctrine of the catechiſm was 
grounded, For, as it ſeems the cuſtom is in catechiſ- 
tical ſermons, not to take a text of ſcripture, but a 
portion of the catechiſm for their text and theme, It 
was anſwered, that this cuſtom had bcen a long time 
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laid down, and could not now conveniently be recal- 
led: the ſame deputies propoſed, whether it were not 
fit, that whereas in the decree there is mention made 
of a cenſure to paſs on thoſe who neglected it, there 
ſhould be ſome particular form of cenſure ſet down by 
the ſynod. The thing being put to voices, it was de- 
creed, that it ſhould be left to the judgment of the 
claſſes how they ſhould be cenſured. The South-Hol- 
landers thought it neceſſary there ſhould be public 
catechizing in the church by way of queſtion and an- 
ſwer. It was anſwered, that this could not be by 
reaſon of the frequency of ſermons, Thoſe of Over- 
Yſſel propoſed ſomewhat concerning the form of cate- 
chetical ſermons. It was anſwered, that this ſhould 
herea{ter be thought of. Which anſwer is a civil 
way which the pracſcs uſes, when he means to put by 
an impertinent queſtion, Laſt of all, thoſe of the 
Walloon churches required that this decree ſhould 
not prejudice them, who had already accepted of he- 
Za's catechiſm in their churches, Now whereas there 
were three catechiſms propoſed, of which there was 
but one in being, namely the Palatine, they conſult- 
ed of deputing ſome who ſhould make the other two. 
The matter being put to ſcrutiny, there were choſen 
theſe ſix, Polyander, Gomarus, Thyſius, Lydius, Fau- 
chelius, Udemannus. Here the praeſes propoſed to 
the ſynod, that they would think of ſit means for the 
education and training up of thoſe who ſhould enter 
the miniſtry : but thoſe of North-Holland propoſed a 
doubt, wherein the church of Amſterdam required the 
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determination of the ſynod. The matter is this, The 
merchants of Amſterdam having traffic into the Eaſt- 
Indies, took into their families many of the youths 
and infants of that country, but doubted whether they 
were to be baptized or no. The queſtion was thus 
propoſed, Whether the children of Ethnie parents, 
adopted into the families of Chriſtians, were to be 
baptized, if ſo be they who did offer them to be bap- 
tized, did undertake that they ſhould be brought up 
in the Chriſtian faith. But both theſe queſtions were 
put over to the next ſeſſion, and ſo the ſynod brake 
up. 

This afternoon the Dutcheſs of Tremouille came 
to town, The Engliſh went to entertain her, where 
my Lord Biſhop made a ſpeech unto her in Latin, 
which by her chaplain was interpreted unto her, who 
likewiſe in her name returned anſwer, But of the 
particulars of this entertainment, I ſuppoſe my Lord 
Biſhop in his letters relates more fully to your honour 
than I can, for I was not there. 

On Saturday the firſt of December, Alo novo, the 
deputies being met in the morning, the queſtion con- 
cerning means of education of thoſe who ſhould be 
fitted for the miniſtry was propoſed ; where, becauſe 
they found it to be a greater matter than it ſeemed 
when at firſt it was propoſed, the provinces requeſt- 
cd further reſpite, excepting the Zelanders and South- 
Hollanders, who there delivered up their judgments 
in ſcripto. 

The ſubſtance of what the Zelanders delivered 
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was this: that it would pleaſe the States General to 
appoint that a certain number of youths might be bred 
up for the miniſtry at the charge of the public purſe. 
That the wealthier ſort would ſend ſuch of their chil- 
dren to the ſchools, as they thought fitteſt to meke 
ſcholars That out of theſe ſhould be choſen youths 
of ingenuous parentage and manners, of good wit, of 
ſtrength and health of body, which ſhould be ſent un- 
to the univerſity. That in the univerſity there might 
be diſtia& colleges for every province, and in theſe 
colleges there might be regents and ſuperviſors, which 
might preſcribe unto youths a method of ſtudy, and 
not ſuffer them to wander in variety of ſtudy, and 
not perfect themſelves in ſome one kind, That there 
might ſome time be prefixed for their abode in the 
univerſity, as five or fix years, And becauſe many 
upon two years ſtudy ſeek for preferment in the 
church, and others on the contrary ſtay in the uni- 
verſity over long; for remedy of both theſe there 
might a time be fixt wherein the whole courſe of ſtu- 
dy ſhould be abſolved. That theſe ſtudents every 
year ſhould give an account of their proficiency to 
thcir parents and benefactors, and ſuch as bred them 
up: that after this they ſhould go and viſit forcign 
churches and univerlitics to fee and obſerve. That 
at their coming home they bring with them the teſ- 
timonics of the paſtors and governors of the churches 
and univerſities wherein they have been, and exhibit 
them to the claſſes where they are to live; and ex- 
pect their calling to the miniſtry, That they ſhould 
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publicly in the church read the ſcriptures before the 
people, for this would mike them known to the 
church, embolden them to ſpeak to the multitude, and 
mend their voices and delivery. That by conſent of 
the claſſes they be permitted to be with the paſtors, 
to confer with them in caſes of conſcience, to go with 
them when they viſit the ſick, that thus they may 
learn how to deal in theſe caſes, and how to con- 
ccive prayers upon occaſion, That to fit them for 
the church regiment, which is a thing not learned in 
ſchools, ſome months before their inltirution, they 
converſe in the greater cities, to be preſent in the 
preſbyteries and the meetings of the deacons, to un- 
derſtand how voices may be asked and gathered, how 
church diſcipline is to be exerciſed, and what in di- 
vers caſes is to be done. That they be examined how 
ſit they .be to reform mens manners. That it were 
fit that even in univerſitics, youths were trained up 
in practic divinity and caſes of conſcience. 

The ſubſtance of what the South- Hollanders deli- 
vered was this. Firſt, that youths ſhould lay at leatt 
two years in the univerſity, and publicly read the 
ſcriptures in the church. Secondly, that aftcr this 
they publicly diſpute of ſome diflicult queſtion in re— 
ligion. Thirdly, that they be ex1mined of all the 
articles in religion, and it they give ſatisfaction, then 
they may be admitted ad propr/itiones, (what theſe 
are I know not) and after a year's exerciſe in them, 
they may be examined by the claſſes, who if they find 
them fit, may give them leave to exerciſe themſelves 
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in catechizing and preaching. That to learn church 
government they be admitted to conſiſtories and claſ. 
ſes to ſee what there is done, ſo that what there they 
ſee they keep in ſilence. That they leave not the 
ſtudies of divinity to meddle with other things. That 
they may have leave to baptize, if the neceſſity of 
rural churches require. Yet they muſt expect a y:ar 
ere they be admitted, which is not to be done with- 
out ſufficient teſtimony that all hath been done which 
is required. The reſt of the provinces required re- 
ſpite till Monday: and ſo they paſt to the queſtion 
which was propoſed in the name of the churches of 
Amſterdam, concerning the baptizing of the children 
of ethnic parents, 

The Engliſh firſt exhibited their minds in writing 
to this effect. That infants, if they were juſtly taken, 
as if they were given, or bought, or the like, (for it 
might not be lawful fraudulently or violently to take 
them from their parents) ought to be baptized, For 
ſo it is recorded of Abraham, that he circumciſed eve- 
ry one in his houſe, even thoſe whom he had bought 
with his money: but if they were adulti, they migtt 
not be baptized till they made profeſſion of the Chtiſ- 
tian faith, With theſe agreed the Bremenſes and 
the profeſſors. On the contrary, the Helvetians and 
South- Hollanders concluded, that the infants of eth- 
nic parents ought not to be baprized, till they came 
to be of years to declare their faith. Their chief rea- 
ſon was, becauſe baptiſm was a ſign of the covenant: 
but the infants of ethnic parents are not born witlun 
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the covenant, and therefore they cannot be partakers 
of this ſign. Here was a little indirect dealing be- 
twixt the Helvetians and the Bremenſes. The Hel- 
r:tians ſcribe had by ſome means or other ſuffered a 
copy of the reaſons for their opinion to be brought 
aſorehand to thoſe of Breme, who openly in the ſy- 
nod houſe, in ſcripts, refured them: which thing is 
ſcared will cauſe ſome choler. And this is all that 
this day was done concerning this queſtion, and ſo 
both the queſtions yet depend. The ſynod did the 
ſooner end, becauſe they were at eleven a clock to go 
to the funeral of Henricus ab Hell, who died lately, 
as I think I told your honour, The ſolemnity was 
ro more but this. Some of the chief of the town, 
together with the whole ſynod, went to the houſe 
where he died, accompanied him to the church, laid 
kim in his grave, and went home again, almoſt in as 
little ſpace as I have told it you. The Dutcheſs of 
Tremouille was at this ſeſſion, and as I hear, ſpake 
very well of the ſynod, commending it both for piety 
and good order. 

The remonſtrants are now every day expected. 
We underſtand that they are already met together 
at Leyden, Mr Prazſes came this day to my Lord 
Biſhop, and under benedicite told him, that it was 
thought the remonſtrants would become ſuiters to the 
ſecular deputies, for ſome greater reſpect in the ſy- 
nod, than it is likely otherwiſe they ſhould have: 
and that for this they would uſe the Engliſh as me- 
diators. Then, that they would call in queſtion the 
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right of his preſidentſhip, as being made only by the 
provincials without any reſpe& had unto the foreign- 
ers. To this my Lord Biſhop replied, that for the 
firſt, ſince they were members of the ſynod, they would 


not do any thing clancularly, without the conſent and 


privity of the whole company. To the ſecond, he 
anſwered, that hitherto they had acknowledged him 
for their praeſes, and ſo they would continue to do, 
notwithſtanding any objection might be fancied, ſo 
that of them he might ſecure himſelf, And this is 
all hath happened ſince Friday morning, at what time 
I addreſt my laſt letters unto your honour : and for 
this time commending your Lordſhip to God's good 
protection, 1 humbly take my leave. 


Dort, December 2. Your honour's chaplain, and 
1618. SH novo. bounden in all duty, 


Joux Harrs, 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 
Y letters containing the acts of our ſynod upon 
Friday and Saturday, I diſpatched this morn- 
ing unto your honour by a ſoldier whom I knew not, 
and he delivered them to a skipper whom he knew 
not, and whether or no they came to your Lordihip's 
hands, I am uncertain, There are come with them 
letters from my Lord Biſhop to your honour, Upon 
Monday the third of December, the deputies being 
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met, they proſecuted the two queſtions before left un- 
decided ; Firſt, of the baptizing of children born of 
ethnick parents : Secondly, of means conſiderable how 
to breed up thoſe who are to enter the miniſtry, In 
the firſt, concerning the adulti the ſynod agreed, that 
if they made profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith they 
might be baptized, * etiam invitis parentibus,* Their 
reaſon was, becauſe that after children came to be of 
years, in caſe of religion they depended not from the 
power of their parents, but might make their own 
market, All the difficulty was of infants, and chil- 
dren not yet of diſcretion to make their choice. The 
Engliſh, the profeſſors, thoſe of Haſſia, thoſe of Breme, 
of Zeland, of Frieſland, thought it neceſſary they 
ſhould be baptized if they were rightfully adopted 
into Chriſtian families, and that their parents had al- 
together reſigned them into the hands of the Chriſti- 
ans. They grounded themſelves upon the examples 


of Abraham circumciſing all that were of his family; 


of Paul, baptizing whole houſholds ; of the primitive 
church recorded in St. Auſtin, who ſhews that an- 
tiently children that were expo/ititii were wont to be 
taken up by the Chriſtians and baptized. Now ſuch 
were the children of ethnic parents; for it was never 
eſteemed lawful for Chriſtian: to expoſe their chil- 
dren, All the reſt were peremptory that they were 
not to be baprized, till they came to be of years of 
diſcretion to make profeſſion of the faith. The North- 
Hollanders themſelves, whoſe buſineſs it was, and who 
moved the ſynod in it, were expreſsly againſt it; whe- 
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ther they were bought, given, taken in war, or how- 
ſocver. Their reaſons were, becauſe they are in- 
mundi; becauſe they are extra foedus, of which bap- 
tiſm is a ſign; becauſe adoption could entitle them 
only to terrene, not to an heavenly inheritance, &c, 
So that if plurality of voices carry it, the negative 
part prevails, The praeſes required ſome time to 
compare the opinions together, and ſo for that time 
forbare to pronounce ſentence, And becauſe the e- 
xamples of Abraham and Paul were much flood upon 
by thoſe who held the affirmative, he propoſed theſe 
two things to be conſidered of. Firlt, Whether it 
Were likely that in Abraham's family, when he put 
circumciſion in act, there were any infants whoſe pa- 
rents died uncircumciſed. Secondly, Whether it were 
likely that in the families baptized by Paul, there were 
any infants, whoſe parents died unbaptized: and fo 
he paſt away to the ſecond queſtion, concerning the 
manner of training up thoſe who were to enter the 
miniſtry, 

In my laſt letters to your honour, I related at large 
the advice given in this point by the Zelanders and 
South-Hollanders, It was now propoſed to the ſy— 
nod, whether they did approve their counſel or ex- 
cept againſt it Some thought it was unlawful for 
men not in orders to preach publicly, or baptize; (for 
the South- Hollanders in their advice, had determined 
they ſhould) others thought it unmeet that they ſhould 
be preſent in the conſiſtories and meetings of deacons, 


or that they ſhould read the ſcriptures publicly in the 
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church, (which was the joint advice of the Zelanders 
and South Hollanders.) Laſtly, It was doubted whe- 
ther the ſynod could make any decree in this queſti- 
on; becauſe of the ſeveral cuſtoms in ſeveral provin- 
ces, which it lay not in the power of the ſynod to 
prejudice, So that inſtead of deciding this one doubt, 
the praeſes propoſed five more to be conſidered of, 
1. Whether men not in orders might make public 
ſermons. 2. Whether they might baptize, 3. Whe- 
ther it were fit they ſhould come into the conſiſtories. 
4. Whether they ſhould read the ſcriptures publicly, 
5. Whether the ſynod could make a decree in this 
buſineſs, for the reaſon abovementioned, or only give 
advice, The ſynod had begun to ſpezk to the two 
- fiſt, and it was the general opinion that they might 
not baptize, In the point of preaching they differed. 
Some thought abſolutely it might be permitted them : 
others on the contrary thought no: ſome took a mid- 
dle courſe, thinking they might preach privately be- 
fore a ſele& auditory, who were to be their judges 
how ſufficient they were for that end: ſome that they 


may do it openly, ſo that it were underſtood they did 


it not © cum poteſtate ſolvendi et ligandi But when 
part of the ſynod had ſpoken their minds, becauſe the 
time was much paſſed, they brake up, and put off 
the determination to the next ſeſſion. 

Here is a rumour that ſome of the remonſtrants 
are come to town, who they are I cannot yet learn, 
I ſhall to-morrow make inquiry, and by the next meſ- 
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ſenger acquaint your Lordſhip with it. In the meat 
time 1 humbly take my leave. 


Dort this 3. Decemb. Tour honour's chaplain, 
1618. SH le novo. and bounden in all duty, 


Joux Harts, 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

| PUN Tueſday the fourth of December, 55 
nyv0, the deputies being met in the morning, 

they proceeded to determine of thoſe doubts, which 
were moved the ſeihon before. In the matter con- 
ſulted concerning the training up of thoſe who were 
to take upon them the miniſtry, there were five queſ- 
tions moved. 1, Whether it were fit they ſhould 
preach publicly. 2. Whether they ſhould baptize. 
3. Whether they ſhould come to the conſiſtories and 
meetings of the claſſes. 4. Whether they ſhould read 
the ſcriptures publicly in the church before the peo- 
ple. Laſtly, Whether they ſhould make a decree to 
bind all provinces neceſſarily, or only to adviſe them. 
To the firſt two the exteri had given their anſwer in 
the former ſeſſion, For the queſtion of baptiſm, no 
man ſtood upon it, but all accounted it unlawtul, for 
men not in orders to take upon them to baptize: the 
doubt was concerning ſermons. Jo. Polyander thought 
it very fit that ſuch as intended the miniſtry, before 
they were admitted ſhould practiſe preaching, Firlt, 


| Becauſe it was the practice of ſome of the Belgie 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 37 


churches. Secondly, Becauſe it took from them that 
dd , that ſubruſtic ſhamefacedneſs of many men, 
by which they feared to ſpeak unto the people. Third- 
ly, Becauſe it was convenient that they ſhould be known 
for men fit for that duty, before they ſhould enter up- 
on it, Fourthly, That they might approve themſelves 
to their parents and benefactors, who had been at the 
charge of their education. Provided that it were with 
theſe conditions : firſt, that, it were done with con- 
ſent of the claſſes: ſecondly, that it were practiſed 
only when the church was unſupplied, either by the 
death, or abſence, or ſickneſs of their paſtor, or in caſe 
of like neceſſity, With Polyander did Wallaeus of 
Middleburgh agree, and grounded himſelf upon the 
practice of the Jews, amongſt whom not only the Le- 
vites, but others alſo publicly taught the law, as it 
appears by the (tory in the Acts, where Paul and Bar- 
nabas coming into the ſynagogue, the rulers called 
unto them, that if they had any word of exhor ta- 
tion, they ſhould ſp:ak unto the people Contrary 
unto both theſe was D. Gomarus, who held it utter- 
ly unlawful for any to preach before they were ad- 
mitted to the miniſtry, Firſt, Becauſe they had no 
miſhon; and who can preach except he be ſent.” 
Secondly, Becauſe they had not the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven, Thirdly, it „as granted that they 
could not baptize : now Chriſt hath put baptiſm and 
preaching together, Go teach all nations baptizing 
them: et quae Deus conjunxit homo ne ſ-paret.” 
Laſt of all, though there had been a cuſtom in ſome 
C 3 
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places to the contrary, yet fitter it was that cuſtom 
ſhould conform itſelf to truth, than truth to cuſtom, 
With Gomarus agreed Thyſius, and thought his ar- 
gumeut drawn from miſſion to be unanſwerable; and 
for my own part | thought ſo too. D. Gomarus is a 
man of great note; but I never heard him ſpeak with 


any ſtrength of reaſon in the ſynod till now. What 


Sibrandus his opinion was concerning the point I know 
not; for he duth ſo tavour his voice, that I can ne- 
ver tell what he ſaith and 1 imagine J have no great 
loſs of it. After the profeſſors was there little ſaid, 
which was not ſaid before, only Lydius of South- Hol- 
land thought certainly to confute Gomarus, and told 
us, that ſuch men might preach, and that they had 
vocation ſo to do, For firſt that inward vocation 
which they had from the Spirit, and then their exa- 
mination and admiſſion by the claſſes was warrant for 
them ſufficient to preach, though they had no parti- 
cular charge, For this good news did Mr, Dean of 
Worceller publicly applaud D. Lydius in the ſynod, 
1 marvel'd much with myſelf to fee Mr. Dean and 
Lydivs fo wide of the mark. For there was no queſ- 
tion ,of noſe who were admitted by the claſſes, but 
only of juch who fitted themſelves to be admitted, 
The examination and admiſſion by the claſſes is the 
very form of their miniſtry, and not their being pla- 
ced over a particular church. And thus much at 
length did the praeſes tell us. When all had ſpoken, 
Mr. Praeſes pronounced that it was concluded by the 
ſynod, that it ſliould not be lawful for them to bap- 
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tize: but for the matter of ſermons, it was thought 
good by the ſynod that it ſhould be left to the judg- 
ment and diſcretion of the particular claſſes. In the 
third queſtion concerning the admiſſion of the propo- 
nentes, (as they call them) to the conſiſtories, little 
was ſaid, and ſo in the fourth, concerning the public 
reading of ſcripture in the church; ſome thought fit 
that the antient cuſtom of anagno/tae in the church 
ſhould be revived : others thought it ſome diſparage- 
ment to public reading, that it was committed to 
tradeſmen, and many times to men unskilfal, that 
knew not well to read: In both theſe the ſynod de- 
termined nothing, but left them free to the diſcreti- 
on of the claſſes, and the latter was to be leſt to the 
liberty of the proponentes, whether they would read 
or no; and that they were not to be inforced to it, 
if they would not, 

In the laſt queſtion, whether they ſhould make any 
neceſſary decreę binding all, or only by way of counſel, 
my Lord Biſhop being asked what he thought fit, made 
anſwer, that they were to diſtinguiſh betwixt thiogs 
neceſſary, and not neceſſary, Things abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary ſhould be abſolutely decreed : other thinys 
ſhould be left arbitrary, Which ſentence paſſed by 
the major part of voices, and was ſynodically con- 
cluded. 

Here the deputies for the remonſtrants of Utrecht 
exhibited to the ſynod in writiag a bill, containing 
ſome exceptions againſt what hitherto had paſſed in 
the matter of the catechiſm. Firſt, they milliked that 
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any ſuch form ſhould be forced upon them. Second- 
ly, that all ſchoolmaſters ſhould be ſo ſtrictly bound 
to that form, as that it ſhould not be lawful to recede 
from it, For this did prejudice all other forms now 
current, and might diſcontent the Lutherans and o- 
thers, who had admitted of another form. Thirdly, 
they charged the praeſes with ſome indirect dealing, 
For whereas he had, whilſt the buſineſs was in Feri, 
ſolemnly proteſted that there was no intent concern- 
ing the matter, but only concerning the form of cate- 
chizing, yet in the iſſue they had confirmed the Pa- 
latine catechiſm, which contained as well matter as 
form, Fourthly, they miſliked the decree concerning 
the not premiſing of a text of ſcripture before cate- 
chetical ſermons. Laſtly, they required that this their 
diſſent might be regiſtered. 

To this the praeſes replied, that the ſynod had 
only expreſt itſelf what it thought fitteſt to be done, 
As for the neceſſity of execution, that was not in the 
power of the ſynod but of the States General, who, 
when all was done, might either paſs or recal what 
they thought good. Secondly, to the point concern- 
ing himſelf, he anſwered, he had done ſo, and thought 
it fitteſt ſo to do, (but the ſynod thought otherwiſe;) 
and ſince there was a matter of catechiſm to be con- 
cluded, they thought they might confirm this as well 
as any other: and this was not ſo confirmed, but that 
it was in the power of the ſynod to alter what they 
pleaſe. To the point of premiſing a text of ſcripture 
before the catechetical ſermon, he anſwered, that the 
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determination of the ſynod was not to take that cuſ- 
tom away there, where it was in uſe, but only to pro- 
hibit the urging of it there where it had a long time 
been diſuſed. To the laſt, concerning the regiſtering 
of this their diſſent, he anſwered, he ſaw not how this 
could be granted them; ſince the States General had 
concluded, that what paſſed by a major part of voices 
ſhould alone be accounted the act of the ſynod : and 
by the ſame proportion every one that paſſes not his 
voice with the major part, might require his diſſent to 
be regiſtered. 

After this the praeſes ſignified, that concerning 
the queſtion of the baptizing of ethnic children, put 
up by the church of Amſterdam, he required yet far- 
ther reſpite, becauſe of the opinion of ſome of the 
ſynod, which was ſomewhat ambiguous and obſcure, 
He was therefore to confer with the authors of it, 
and therefore deſired that the reſolution might be put 
off till the next ſeſſion: and withal he commended to 
the ſynod the conſideration how the liberty of print- 
ing ſo promiſcuouſly all kind of ſcandalous and libel- 
lous pamphlets might be repreſt, and ſo he diſmiſt the 
ſynod. 

The remonſtrants are in town, but becauſe they 
keep themſelves private, and have not preſented them- 
ſelves unto the States and deputies, there is no no- 
tice taken of it. And ſo commending your honour 
to God's good protection I humbly take my leave. 
Dort this 4 of December, Your honour's chaplain, 
1618. Stylo novo, and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. Haizs, 
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Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

PON Wedneſday the 5th of December, /ly/p 
novo, the deputies being met in the morning, 

the firſt thing which was done, was the admiſſion of 
a ſenior or elder, for thoſe of Groninga, whoſe num- 
ber as it ſeems was not yet full, The thing was tranſ- 
acted in Dutch, and yet the conſent of the Engliſh 
was asked: at which 1 did not a little muſe, Next 
followed the advice of the Helvetians, what courſe 
was to be taken with thoſe who are to enter the mi- 
niſtry; in which there was no great matter from what 
before was intimated. The Palatini promiſed the like, 
and therefore the pracſes required yet farther reſpite 
before they did conceive any form of decree in this 
behalf. Ihen followed the decree of the ſynod con- 
cerning the queſtion moved by thoſe of Amſterdam, 
about the baptiſm of children born of ethnic parents, 
The deciſion conſiſted of two parts. The firſt con- 
cerning the adulti, and it was this; © That ſuch as 
* were of years and capacity ſhould be diligently 
© taught and catechized, and then, if they did deſire 
© it, they ſhould be baptized.” The ſecond concern- 
ed infants, and it was, That till they came to years 
© of diſcretion, they ſhould by no means be baptized,” 
A ſtrange deciſion, and ſuch as, if my memory or 
reading fail me not, ng church either antient or mo- 
dern ever gave. When it was objected, what if they 
were in danger of death? their anſwer was, that the 
want of baptiſm would not prejudice them with God, 
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except we would determine as the Papiſts do, that 
bapiſm is neceſſary to ſalvation, Which is as much 
to undervalue the neceſſity of baptiſm as the church 
of Rome doth overvalue it. Here followed a recita- 
tion of all that had been done ſince the buſineſs of the 
catechiſm had been ſet on foot: amongſt the reſt was 
regiſtered the exceptions of the remonſtrants of U- 
trecht, and it was added, atque iis eſt, a praeſide 
* ſatisfatum.” Thoſe of Utrecht excepted againſt 
that word ſatis /atum : they had, ſaid they, an an- 
ſwer given them, but no ſatisfaction. For they per- 
ſiſted in their former opinion: and forthwith that 
word was altered, Here was a doubt moved, whe- 
ther it were not fit that ſome of the eſpecial reaſons 
brought by the ſynod in the queſtion of the baptiſm 
of infants ſhould not be added to the decree, It was 
anſwered, that reaſons were obnoxious to cavil and 
exceptions, and it was not for the authority of the 
ſynod to reaſon but to decree, 

After this the praeſes ſignified to the ſynod that 
the time prefixt for the appearance of the remonſtrants 
was now expiring, and yet nothing was ſignified con- 
cerning their appearance neither to the ſecular preſi- 
dent, nor eccleſiaſtical. Wherefore naming them all, 
he thought good to cite them to appear. It was an- 
ſwered by thoſe of Utrecht, that they did provide and 
would ſhortly be forthcoming. In the mean while to 
take up the time, Mr. Praeſes thought good to com- 
mend to the ſynod the conſideration and redreſs of 
thoſe abuſes which were in printing, Every man was 
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ſuffered to print what he liſted, whence came abun- 
dance of blaſphemous, heretical, obſcene, and ſcan- 
dalous pamphlets. NM. y here delivered their opini- 
ons, others required farther time to think of it. The 
Engliſh firſt thought fit that the States General ſhould 
be requeſted to take the care of this into their hands, 
That there ſhould be cenſors to approve all ſuch 
books as ſhould go to the preſs, That no man ſhould 
print but ſuch as were known to be of the reformed 
religion, Unto this advice divers things were added 
by others; as that there ſhould be a ſet number of 
printers: that they ſhould be ſworn : that there ſhould 
be certain Jaws preſcribed unto them: that they {b d 
print no heretical books, eſpecially the books of Da- 
vid Georgius, H. Nicolaus Socinus : that no libels, no 
unlawful pictures, either obſcene, or made to any 
man's diſgrace, ſhould be permitted : that no book 
ſhould be printed without the names of the author, 
printer, place, except the ſynod or the magiſtrates 
did in ſome caſes otherwiſe think good : that there 
ſhould be care that the correctors for the preſs were 
good ſcholars: and many other things of the like na- 
ture, Then were there read certain canons made in 
ſome ſynods before concerning this buſineſs. Theo- 
datus of Geneva told us, that in his travels at Venice 
he had obſerved that there was a college of ſundry 
perſons, ſecular and ſpiritual, to whoſe care was com- 
mitted all the buſineſs of printing. He thought it 
fit there ſhould be ſuch colleges here erected. When 
all had ſpoken that would, the pracſes told them that 
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Adrian Smoutius had written a little book in the Bel- 
gic tongue unto the ſynod, and ſent the copies of it 
to him to be diſtributed. And ſo requeſting them to 
take in good part the good will of the man, for want 
of more buſineſs the ſynod brake up. 

At length are we coming to the main battle, The 
armies have been in ſight one of another, and have 
had ſome parly. The manner was this. Upon Thurſ- 
day the 6th of December, /?y/o novo, the ſynod being 
ſet in the morning, the praeſes ſignified, that there 
had come unto him in the name of the remonſtrants, 
theſe four, H. Leo, Niellius, Matthiſius, and Pinake- 
rus, to give notice that the remonſtrants were ready 
according to their citation; but becauſe they had but 
lately come unto the town, that yet convenient lodg- 
ings were not provided, their papers, books, and ſtuff 
were confuſed, therefore they required either reſpite 
till Saturday, or at leaſt Friday morning. The pre- 
ſident of the politics replied, that they ſhould come 
and perſonally make appearance before the ſynod, and 
there propoſe their mind, and if the ſynod approved 
their cauſes they might be deferred. Upon this were 
two of the deputies of Utrecht ſent forth to give them 
warning to provide ſor their preſent appearance. In 
the mean while, till they came, the praeſes thought 
fit that ſuch as in the former ſeſſion delivered not 
themſelves concerning the reformation of abuſes in 
printing ſhould now do it. Here was little delivered 
beſides what was ſaid the day before, only ſome few 


particulars, as that order ſhould be taken to repreſs 


46 LETTERS FROM 


this longing humour in many men of coming to the 
preſs: that there ſhould be no impreſſion of the bible 
at any time without leave had: foreign books brought 
out of other countries ſhould not be diſtracted here 
without peculiar leave, after their being peruſed by 
the cenſurers: to eaſe the cenſurers that they might 
not be troubled with reading too great a multitude 
of unprofitable books, it was thought fit that the 
books ſhould firſt be brought to the claſſes, and what 
they approved ſhould be brought to the cenſurers, &c, 
In the mean while the remonſtrants came, all that 
were cited by letters, and were admitted into the ſy- 
nod, There is in the midſt of the ſy nod houſe a long 
table, ſet, as it ſeems, for them; for it hath hither- 
to been void, no man fitting at it: here chairs and 
forms being ſet, they were willed to fit down, The 
pracſes told them, that he had commended to the 
ſynod their ſuit of being a little reſpited : but it was 
the will of the deputies for the States, that they ſhould 
come before the ſynod and propoſe their cauſe them- 
ſelves. Epiſcopius ſtanding up, ſpake to this effect. 
© Firſt, he prayed God to give a bleſſing to this 
© meeting, and to pour into their minds ſuch con- 
* ceits, as belt ſitted men come together for ſuch ends: 
© then he ſignified, that according to their citation 
they were now come * ad collationem inſtituendam, 
© concerning that cauſe, which hitherto with a good 
* conſcience they had maintained. As for the point 
© of delay, true it is they ſpake to the praeſes con- 
* cerning a reſpite until Saturday or Friday, by rea- 
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ſon of that great diſtraction of their books and pa- 
pers, and want of convenient lodging, but not as 
a petition to be moved in that behalf unto the ſy- 
nod; but only as a thing which out of common 
© equity they might have preſumed on without ac- 
* quainting the ſynod with it: for they were ready, 
© even at that preſent, to begin the buſineſs they came 
© for without any further delay. But this they left 
© to the deputics ſecular and eccleſiaſtical to deter- 
mine of,” Then were they requeſted to withdraw 
a little into a chamber near the ſynod houſe; and im- 
mediately was it propoſed unto the ſynod, what time 
was to be ſet for to begin. The time prefixt was the 
morrow after. Jo. Polyander took hold of thoſe 
words, ad collativnem, and told the ſynod, that it 
was fit the remonſtrants were told the end of their 
coming, and the manner of proceeding which ſhould 
be taken with them, that they might know what they 
were to look for, and ſo provide. They were to be 
informed. that they came not to conference, neither 
did the ſynod profeſs themſelves an adverſe party 
againſt them. Conferences had been heretofore held 
to no purpoſe. They ought to have heeded the 
words of the letters by which they were cited. They 
were called not to conference, but to propoſe their 
opinions with their reaſons, and leave it to the ſynod 
to judge of them. The ſynod would be a judge and 
not a party, Then were they called in again, and 
all this was told them. Epiſcopius anſwered, that 
for the word collatio he ſtood not on it, and how they 
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would carry themlelves it ſhould appear the day ſol- 
lowing, Mean while one thing they would requeſt 
of the ſynod ? that is, that Grevinchovivs and Gou- 
lartius ſhould be ſent for to the ſynod as patrons of 
this cauſe, That they had this laſt week exhibited 
a ſupplication to the States General to this purpoſe, 
and received this anſwer, that they ſhould put this 
matter to the ſynod, and if the ſynod thought it fit 
to be granted they would not be againſt it. Neither 
did they propoſe this to ſeek delays. For they were 
ready whilſt theſe men ſhould be ſent for to proceed 
to the action. Only they thought fit, that to main- 
tain their cauſe they ſhould be ſent for, who could beſt 
do it. Then were they again diſmiſt: and one was 
ſent to them to call for their ſupplication to the lords, 
and the lords anſwer. To this they returned, that 
the lords gave this anſwer, not in writing, but by 
word of mouth: and for the copy of their ſupplica- 
tion, they called not for it any more, Then was the 
thing ptopoſed unto the ſynod, and the ſecular depu- 
ties replied, that they would return their anſwer on 
the morrow : and the ſame was the anſwer of the 
ſynod. Mr, Praeſes thought that Grevinchovius might 
be admitted, ſalvis cenſuris eccleſiaſticis: yet not- 
withſtanding he thought good to acquaint the ſynod 
with the quality of this man, and thereupon he pro- 
duced the act of the provincial ſynod of South-Hol- 
land, wherein it was witneſſed, that the ſynod becauſe 
he did refuſe to appear when they cited him, and be · 
tauſe of many blaſphemies in his book, and of man 
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reproachful ſpeeches againſt the magiſtrates and againſt 
the miniſlers, had ſuſpended him“ ab omni munere 
eccleſiaſtico. From this Grevinchovius had not ap- 
pealed to the national ſynod to do what they thought 
fit, Then were the remonſtrants again called in, and 
it was ſigniſied unto them that on the morrow they 
ſhould underſtand the will of the ſynod concerning 
their motion made, and ſo were they again ditmilt ; 
and the ſeſſion ended, the pracſes having firſt pre- 
miſed, that all other things yet depending, as the de- 
cree concerning the proporenter, together with the 
remedies concerning the abuſes in printing, and what 
elſe ſoever mull be deferred, and the buſineſs in hand 
alone attended. 

My Lord Biſhop was deſirous that M. Carleton 
ſhould (tay this day, to fee the coming of the remon- 
ſtrants. I would have had him ſtay to-morrow like- 
wiſe, that he might have ſeen the manner of proceed- 
ing with them, but he would not. Here is a ſpeech 
that Scultetus is to make the next Latin ſermon ; but 
when we know not, There is a 1umour that Vorſti- 
vs is gone from Tergow, but of this 1 ſuppoſe your 
honour may have better information than I can give; 
therefore ceaſing to trouble your honour any longer I 
humbly take my leave. 


Dort this 6 of December, Mur Lord/hip's chapluin, 
1618. SH n5v0, end byunden in all duty, 


Jo. Harss, 
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Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

N my laſt letters to your honour, | related a doubt 
concerning the deputies for the remonſtrants of 
Utrecht; whether they were to be a part of the ſy- 
nod, or in the number of the remonſtrants, who were 
cited to appear before the ſynod. The reaſons of that 
doubt, which then I underſtood not, were theſe. Firlt, 
Becauſe in their credential letters they were charged 
to defend the cauſe of the remonſtrants. Now it 
could not be that they ſhould be both defendants and 
judges in the ſame cauſe. Secondly, It was objected 
that their caſe was the ſame per omnia with Epiſco- 
pius, who was to have been of the ſynod if he would 
have brought his credential letters, as the reſt of the 
profeſſors were, But he refuſed it, becauſe in the re- 
monſtrants cauſe he was to be a party, except he 
would have laid by the defence of that cauſe. Third- 
ly, When the queſtion was of citing the remonſtrants 
out of each province, it was then concluded in the 
ſynod, that out of the province of Utrecht none ſhould 
be cited to appear, becauſe of that province there were 
ſome already : and therefore it was ſuperfluous to cite 
any more, In the judgment of the ſynod thercfore 
they were! in numero citatorum,” as far as concern- 
ed that cauſe, and not in the number of the mem- 
bers of the ſynod, Unto theſe reafons were they 
charged to give their anſwer upon Saturday, and then 
to reſolve whether they would forſake the words of 
their credential letters, and ſo remain judges, or elſe 
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Rand unto them, and become in the number of the 
eitati, 

Wherefore upon Saturday the 8th of December, 
fiylo novo, the ſynod being met in the morning, the 
deputies for remonſtrants gave up their anſwer in 
ſeripto to theſe reaſons. And to the firſt, concern- 
ing the clauſe in their credential letters, they anſwer- 
ed, that they were not ſo limited, but that in their 
private inſtructions they had leave to do otherwiſe, 
if they thought good. To the ſecond, concerning the 
parity of their caſe with Epiſcopius, they anſwered, 
that their caſe was quite another; for they were ſent 
from their provinces as members of the ſynod, which 
plea Fpiſcopius could not make. To the third, con- 
cerning the intent of the ſynod at the citation, they 
anſwered, that they never ſo underſtood the words 
of the ſynod, neither did they know but that they 
might ſhew themſelves for the cauſe of the remon- 
ſtrants, and yet fit as judges, ſince they were there 
to defend their opinion no otherwiſe than the contra- 
remon{trants were to defend theirs: and therefore 
they were purpoſed to take the oath and to keep 
their places. The praeſes then required them to 
ſhew that clauſe in their private inſtructions, where- 
in that reſervation was which they pretended. They 
ſtuck a little at firſt to bring forth their inſtructions, 
but at length ſeeing there was no other remedy they 
conſented to do it, provided that no more ſhould be 
read than what they would ſuffer : which was granted 
them, In the mean time whilſt they were providing 
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to produce their inſtructions, there were read in the 
ſynod the letters of the provincial ſynod of South- 
Holland, directed to the national, to this purpoſe: 
that whereas Theophilus Ryckwaerdius, one of thoſe 
who was cited among the remonſtrants, had lately 
been by them convented for certain miſdemeanduts, 
the ſynod would be pleafed to give him leave to re- 
turn and make his anſwer to ſuch cbj<Rions as they 
had to charge him with, The thing was put to the 
determination of the ſynod. The deputi-s of the 
ſtates thoupht fit it ſhould be left to his own diſcre- 
tion, to do as he thought good. Others thought it 
not fit he ſhould be ſent from the greater ſynod iv a 
leſſer. Others thought it was neceſſary he ſhould im- 
mediately be ſent away to make his anſwer, ſince it 
was queſlion of behaviour and manners only, and not 
of doctrine. In the end it was concluded it ſhould 
be left to his own diſcretion, to do as he thought 
good, By this time were the remonſtrants of Utrecht 
ready to ſhew their inſtructions, which they there 
openly produced, but to no purpoſe at all. For all 
they could ſhew wes this, that they had commillioa » 
defend their cauſe, or to labour at Icalt for an ac- 
commodation or toleration of it: but that they hq 
power to pronounce deciſively de veritate aut ft 
tate ſententiae, that did not as yet appear. Ti? 
thing was acted with much altercation on Louth s. 
At length it was agrecd, with ſome reluctancy on the 
remonſtrants party, that it ſhould be put to determi 
nation of the ſynod, whether they were to be c- 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 53 


counted as judges or only as citati. Some favour- 
ably thought that their private inſtructions were not 
too narrowly to be ſifted, but if they would % pe- 
ricals take the oath it thould be ſufficient. Others 
thought that an oath was a greater matter than ſhould 
ſo eaſily be permitted, although men did offer to take 
it, there being ſo good cavſe of doubt as now there 
was. Others examining their credential letters, and 
the words of their private commiſton and finding no 
authority given them to define * de falſitate ſenten- 
tiae' if it ſhould appear to be falſe; and that the 
loweſt point they could deſcend unto was a tulcrati- 
on, concluded they could be no other than cituti, As 
for their plea, that they came to defend their opinion 
no otherwiſe than the contra-remonſtrants did for 
theirs, it was replied, firſt, that they did the ſynod 
wrong to make this diſtigction of contra-remonllrants 
and remonſtrants: for in the ſynod there was no con- 
tra-remonitrant, and no man was called thither under 
that name, whereas they in their letters came under 
the name of remonſlrants, Again, no man came with 
charge to defend any opinion, but were free to pro— 
nounge according to truth whereſoever it ſhould be, 
which was not their caſe. In the end the judgment 
of the ſynod was given up, that they could not be 
of the members of the ſynod in this cauſe (for in any 
other they might) but only as c:tazi, Yet notwith- 
ſtanding that they might ſce the equity of the ſynod 
toward them, it was permitted them to keep their pla- 
ces upon theſe conditions: Firſt, if they would quit 
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their defence of the *Gauſe; Secondly, if they would 
give no advice or counſel directly or indirectly to the 
citati, and by no means meddle with them in their 
cauſe: Thirdly, that they did not divulge any of the 
acts and ſecrets of the ſynod, (which clauſe was a 
meer formality, For who can expect that that ſhould 
not be divulged, which is done in the fight of ſo ma- 
ny ſpectators?) Fourthly, that they ſhould not be 
troubleſome to the ſynod by any intempeſtive inter- 
pellations. This if they would promiſe, they ſhould 
take the oath and fit as judges; otherwiſe not. Unto 
this were they charged immediately to give their an- 
ſwer, They again required reſpite. It was anſwer- 
ed, that this requeſt was needleſs, the caſe being fo 
plain, and injurious to the ſynod in detaining them 
from their buſineſs by frivolous delays. They per- 
fiſting (till in their ſuit, the thing again was devolved 
unto the ſynod, whether they ſhould give their an- 
ſwer preſently or have farther reſpite, It was con- 
cluũed that they ſhould repair to Mr, Praeſes the ſame 
day at five o' clock in the evening, there without far- 
ther delay roundly to deliver their reſolution, Which 
thing yet they did not, They came indced at the 
time appointed, but gave no reſolution, neither yet 
have done, for any thing 1 can hear. And this was 
all was done that ſeſſion. I marvel much that the 
province of Utrecht, being the ſtrength of the remon- 
ſtrants, could find no wiſer men to handle their cauſe, 
For as they did very fooliſhly in bewraying their pri- 
vate inſtructions, ſo in this whole altercation did they 
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not ſpeak one wiſe word. This ſeſſion the remon- 
ſtrants that were cited appeared not at all, 

Epiſcopius is reported to have put a trick upon the 
ſeculars. For whereas in his ſpcech he had ſaid ſome 
things concerning them, in that copy which was ex- 
hibited, ſigned with all their hands, there is no ſuch 
thing appears. He had committed it only to his me- 
mory, as foreſeeing the copy might be called for, 

Mr. Praeſes remembers his love and ſervice to 
your Lordih:p, and hath ſent you a copy of the book 
which Adrian Smoutius dedicated to the ſynod, The 
greateſt news, for ought I perceive, is, that it is de- 
dicated to the ſynod; for elſe there is little that con- 
cerns them. I have troubled your Lordihip with very 
long repetition of a petit matter: but it was all the 
argument of the ſeſſion. I trow, to-morrow we ſhall 
have other manner of (tuff, And ſo cealing to trouble 
your Lordihip, 1 humbly take my leave, 


Dart this 9 of December, Your honour's chaplain, 
1618. Stylo novo. and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. HALESs. 


— — 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 
N Monday the 16th of December, yo novo, 
the deputies met in the morning, where the 
firſt thing determined, was the queſtion as yet depend- 
ing concerning the remonſtrants of Utrecht. They 
had according to their appointment come to the prac- 
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ſes and aſſeſſors to ge their anſwer, which was meer- 
ly dilatory, containing their anſwers to ſuch reaſons 
as the ſynod, on the Saturday ſefltion, had brought to 
prove them in the number of the citti. But having 
better bethought themſelves upon the Monday, a lit- 
tle before the morning ſeſſion, they delivered their 
reſolution to the praeſes to this effect, That ſince no- 
thing eſe would content the ſynod, they had reſolved 
to leave their place of judges, and to adjoin them- 
ſelves to the other remonſtrants which were cited: 
and fo they did. After this fell in ſome ſpeech con- 
cerning a ſupplication lately exhibited by the remon- 
ſtrants unto the exteri: and becauſe it ſeemed to con- 
tain ſome aſperſions againſt the ſynod, there was quel- 
tion made whether or no it ſhoujd be publicly read 
and ſtand : but this motion died, and there was no- 
thing done in it. A copy of this ſupplication, I thick, 
my Lord Biſhop lately ſert your honour, Then Mr, 
P:acls honifi-d unto the ſynod, that without farther 
delay he thought it fit the remonſtrants ſhould be put 
in mind of the end of their coming, and that they 
ſhould pur vp their minds in writing, concerning the 
five points in queſtion, and that forthwith, For he 
doubted it not but they came very well provided to co 
it: and more, that {ume years paſt they had provided 
certain conſiderations to be at hand, whenſoever they 
ſhould be called for, with which the world was not 
yet acquainted, This thing he remembered Monſieur 
Barnevelt ſometime told him in private conference, 
and the remonſtrants themſelyes have told the world 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 57 


as much in their preſſor declaratio, which they join- 
ed to their addition of the conference at the Hague, 
Then were the remonſtrants called in and told, firſt, 
of their indirect dealing in pretending themſelves to 
have but one copy of their oration, whereas it was 
known they had another, and in delivering up a bro- 
ken copy : then of the end of their being convented 
by the ſynod. Burt by the way one thing was urged 
ſomewhat unneceſſarily. The remonſtrants had given 
up, (as 1 told your honour) their ſpeech ſigned with 
all their hands, When thoſe of Utrecht had joined 
themſelves unto them, they were urged to put to 
their hands alſo: to which they replied, they had 
not as yet read it. Here Epiſcopius took occaſion 
to clear himſelf of that imputation lately faſtened up- 
on him, that he had abuſed the delegates in giving 
them a counterfeit copy of his ſpeech : proteſting he 
was not ſo ill qualitied as that in ſo great a matter, 
and that before God and ſo grave a congregation, he 
would deal doubly and diſhoneltly: that he never af- 
firmed that he had one only copy, but that he had 
none fairly written; for he confelt he had another, 
and that the reaſon why he requeſted either the ſame 
copy again, or at leaſt a tranſcript of it, was, becauſe 
there was ſome difference berwixt the two copies, 
and they had not yet perfectly compared them toge- 
ther. The praeſes anſwered, that what was laid to 
their charge, was nothing elſe but that which the 
ſynod verily underſtood to have been done, and he 
thinks that if the memories of choſe in the ſynod were 
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conſulted with they would all confirm it. About this 
was there likely to have been ſome altercation far- 
ther, but the ſecular praeſes willed them to leave that 
and paſs to their buſineſs. 

Here Epiſcopius beſought the ſynod that he might 
have leave to ſpeak ſome things by way of proeme 
ere they came to the action. It was at firſt denied 
him, but he did ſo earneſtly intreat, that at length he 
had leave to ſpeak his mind : and ſo forthwith there 
was recited e /cripto a long and tedious ſpeech of two 
hours at the leaſt: conſiſting of two general heads; 
firſt, of exceptions they had againſt the ſynod * tan- 
* quam in judicem incompetentem :* ſecondly, of a 
conceit of their own, what manner of ſynod they 
thought fit it ſhould be, which was to compoſe theſe 
controverſies in hand. Their reaſons of exceptions 
were many, and manifoldly amplified and confirmed: 
but amongſt them all there were two eſpecially in- 
ſiſted upon. Firlt, it was againſt all equity and na- 
ture that the adverſe party ſhould be judge : the ſynod 
was here the adverſe party, and therefore they could 
not be judges. Secondly, thoſe who had made an 
open ſchiſm and faction in the church, and had ſepa- 
rated themſelves from their brethren, could not be 
their judges : but of this ſynod a great part were au- 
thors of ſchiſm, and the reſt favourers and abetters 
of it: they could not therefore be their judges. In 
the proſecution of which reaſon they did not ſpare 
very liberally to beſtow on the ſynod the name of 
Schiſmatici et Novatores, and Schiſmatum Fautores, 
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and other goodly titles of the ſame nature, The ſe- 
cond part of their oration was a meer * chimaera ſal- 
© tans in vacuo; a ſtrange fancy of ſuch a ſynod as 
never was nor can be, I had thought to have taken 
an abſtract of it, but the tediouſneſs of it deterred 
me, I will give your honour a taſte or two of it. 
There were but two ways of inſtituting a ſynod for 
the ending of theſe quarrels, The firſt was, by ſeek- 
ing out every where certain ſele& men, who all this 
time of contention had taken part with neither Gde; 
but kept themſelves unpartial. Secondly, if a ſynod 
of ſuch could not be found (as I think it could ſcarce- 
ly be found in the Netherlands, though the ſun itſelf 
ſhould ſeek it) then ſuch a ſynod ſhould be framed, 
as in which ſhould be an equal number of both par- 
ties, each with their ſeveral praeſes and aff flors ; and 
they ſhould debate the matter betwixt themſelves : 
and if they could not agree, (as it is likely they would 
not) what then, thought 1? ſhall they part as they 
came? No forſooth. The civil magiſtrate, © ranquam 
* Deus e machina, he muſt come in and preſcribe the 
moderamen, from which neither party muſt appeal, 
Provided always that he Jaboured only for accommo- 
dation, and not to determine deciſively for one part, 
Kar tyw t&npyopnr. And fo I awoke, Of the ſame 
thread was the whole piece of their ſpeech, When 
they had well and thoroughly wearied their auditory, 
they did that which we much deſired, they made an 
end. The praeſes made a brief anſwer to this effect. 
For the point of ſchiſm, ſaith he, it is not yet fit time 
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to diſcuſs. But where it ſhould in the ſynod be made 
plain what had been the received doctrine of the 
church, then it would appear who they were that had 
made ſcceſſi n from it, and fo were guilty of ſchiſm, 
If you refuſe us becauſe we ure your adverſaries, whom 
would you have deputed as judges ? yourſelves, or 
the Papiſts, or the anabaptiſts, or the libertines, or 
ſome other faction in theſe countries? Let us be ſchiſ. 
matics, let us be Scribes and Phariſees, and worſe, 
yet you may not deny this ſynod to be a lawful ſy- 
ned, For fuſt, it was done by the civil magiſtrate, 
who had authority to do it, Secondly, ſuch as were 
there were deputed by the conſent of the provinces, 
1 hirdly, they had all taken their oaths to judge up- 
rightly, This is enough to make us your judp-s, 
and common charity ſhould make you to hope we 
would judge uprightly: et leaſt it ſhould make you 
rAvive thus far, if we ſhould decide truly you would 
ſubſcribe unto it, if otherwiſe you would patiently 
bear it, If you were in our places, ſo deputed, fo 
ſworn, and we were to be judged by you, we were 
to do the like, Here followed ſome wrangling to no 
great purpoſe, and ſo the ſeſſion ended, 

The ſame day after dinner the deputies met again; 
where the praeſes commended to the ſynod the con- 
ſideration of that reproachful name of ſchiſin, which 
the remonſtrants did ſo openly and ſo often brand 
them with, For it was Epiſcopius his palmarium 
argumentum, the ſynod was all either ſchiſmatics or 
favourers of them, and therefore could not be their 
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judges. It was much that they ſhould grow to that 
boldneſs as that openly they ſhould call the ſynod, 
the ſeculars, the chief magiſtrates, yea the Prince of 
Orange himſelf, ſchiſmatics. For what had formerly 
been done in the matter of {-cefſion and diviſion of 
the churches, was done by their conſent and appro- 
bation, He required therefore the ſynod to deliver 
themſelves what was to be done, 

Divers ſpake diverſly; Lydius of South- Holland, 
relating the {tory of what had been done in the time 
of ſeparation, clearcd them of ſchiſm; and ſhewed 
ficit, that the name of ſchiſm was uſed crafiily by 
wem, as for a reproach, ſo likewiſe for a farther end 
they had for themſ:lves, For a ſchiſm is only a 
breach of charity and peace of the church, the doc- 
trine remaining entire, If there were a ſeparation by 
reaſon of docttine heretic.l (as here he thought there 
was) it was not to be called a ſchiſm, Now the re- 
monſtrants did therefore uſe the name of ſchiſm, that 
they might perſuade the world that the difference was 
only in certain points ind.{icrent, in which it mattered 
not which end went forward, by this means to make 
their way open to a toleration. Again, the ſeparati- 
on which was made was made upon good reaſon, For 
they were forced unto it by the remonſtrants violence, 
as in particular he did ſnew. At length he and the 
reſt of the ſynod concluded, that they ſhould round- 
ly be put in miud of their duty, and to ſpeak more 
reſpectively to the ſynod. Upon this the remonſtrants 
being called in, the pracſes ſignified what the ſynod 


to LETTERS FROM 


diſliked in them, and what behaviour it expected at 
their hands: and withal willed them to attend the 
decree of the States. Epiſcopius would have anſwer- 
ed, but he was prohibited. Then immediately fol. 
lowed a decree of the States to this purpoſe; That 
whereas the remonſtrants had hitherto made many 
dilatory anſwers, to the injury both of the eccleſia- 
ſtics and ſeculars, it was decreed by them, that they 
ſhould lay by all frivolous exceptions and dilatory 
anſwers, and forthwith proceed to ſet down their 
mind concerning the five articles, for which end they 
were come together, Then began Epiſcopius to purge 
himſelf, and declare, that in the imputation of ichiſm 
they included not the ſeculars, they only charged the 
eccleſiaſtics ; and if the ſeculars had a hand in it, they 
meddled not with that. The praeſes urged them to 
give their anſwer, whether or no they would ſet down 
their minds concerning the points in controverſy ; they 
ſtill excepted that the ſynod were not their compe- 
tent judges. The pracſes asked by whom they would 
be judged ? they replied, they would not anſwer this, 
it was ſufficient that the ſynod could not be their - 
judges. They were willed to remember they were 
eitati. They replied, © Citatorum eſt excipere de 
© competentia judicis,” The praeſes of the ſeculars 
willed them to remember that they were ſubjcQs; 
they replied, the magiſtrate could not command their 
conſciences : Being again willed to give their anſwer, 
whether or no they would exhibit their minds con- 
cerning the five articles; they required firſt to haye 
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their exceptions anſwered: When no other anſwer 
would be given, they diſmiſt them, and appointed 
that of the ſynod two ſhould be choſen delegates, 
who ſhould immediately go to them, and, in the name 
of the ſynod, warn them to lay by all other anſwers, 
and at the next ſeſnon categorically anſwer whether 
they would exhibit their minds concerning the points 
in controverſy or no; that ſo the ſynod might know 
what they had to do; and ſo they brake up: this 
morning therefore we look what will be done. And 
ſo for this time 1 humbly take my leave, commend- 
ing your honour to God's good protection, 


Dort, Ar December, Tour honour's chaplain, and 
1618. bounden in all duty, 


Jo. HALEs. 


Of the remonſtrants of Utrecht, two only have joined 
themſelves to the citati; the third, which is an 
elder, profeſſes to ſubmit himſelf to the judgment 
of the ſynod, if they ſhall decide according to his 
conſcience; and that if it pleaſe the ſynod to give 
him his oath, he 1s ready to judge neither as a 
remonſtrant nor contra-remonſtrant, but according 
as it ſhall pleaſe God to open him the truth in 
the ſynod, 
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Right Hanourable, and my very good Lord, 

N Thurſday the y*; of December, the ſynod be- 

ing fate, and repetition made, according to the 
cuſtom, of what had paſt in the former ſciſſion, the 
remonſtrants being called in, were askt, whether or 
no they had ſet down in writing their opinion con- 
cerning the firſt article. Forthwith they exhibited 
to the ſynod their opinion ſubſcribed with all their 
hands. The copy of this your Lordſhip ſhall receive 
here with theſe letters. The paper being read, the 
praeſes askt them all, one by one, whether this were 
their opinion, to which each man anſwered afiirma- 
tively, The remonſtrants being diſmiſt, the pracſes 
propoſed to the ſynod whether it were not fit that 
they ſhould be ſent for, one by one, and examined 
ſingly as concerning their tenent, His reaſon was, 
becauſe he underſtood that they made themſelves an 
anti-ſynod, and had among themſelves ordained a 
praeſes, two aſſeſſors, and two ſcribes, according to 
the form of the ſynod, and ſo they did all things cm- 
muni conſenſu, like a little ſynod. To this ſome an- 
ſwered, that they thought it fit; ſome, that thoſe on- 
ly ſhould be ſingled out who were carried away with 
reſpect to their company, and if they were alone 
would think and do otherwiſe : others thought it ut- 
terly unfit, becauſe it might ſeem * olere artificium 
* aliquod,' to favour of a trick, whereas it beſt be- 
came the ſynod to do all things candide et ſincere; 
others would have no man examined alone, but when 
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all the reſt were by; others left it to the judgment 
of the praeſes to do as he thought good when occa- 
Gon ſerved ; which laſt ſentence, as it ſeemed, ſtood 
good, After this, there was a general exception a- 
gainſt the manner in which they had propoſed their 
ſentence ; that they had done it © confuse, diſtracte et 
* obſcure;* that they had intermingled things imper- 
tinent and belonging to other queſtions ; that the moſt 
of their propoſals were negatives, what they did not 
hold, and not affirmatives, what they did; whereas 
their appearance there was to ſhew what they did 
hold, not what they did not hold. And it was diſ- 
covered that this their proceeding by negatives was, 
that they might take occaſions to refute other opi- 
nions, and not to confirm their own ; whereas by the 
decree of the States they were called thither * ut ſen- 
* tentiam ſuam dilucide, perſpicue, &c, exponerent et 
* defenderent,” not that they ſhould oppugn others, 
That it had been their cuſtom very liberally to exa- 
mine other mens opinions, and to be ſparing in con- 
firming their own, That if they did refuſe to deal 
more plainly, in expounding their mind, the ſynod 
ſhould take order that the ſtate of the queſtion ſhould 
be taken out of their books, eſpecially out of the 
Hague conference, and ſo they ſhould be queſtioned 
whether they would ſtand to it or no; that they did 
maintain amongſt them an implicit faith, and it was 
uſual with ſome of them, when they were preſt with 
any reaſon they could not put by, to anſwer, that 
though themſelves could ſay little to it, yet ſuch and 
E 
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ſuch could ſry much, which was enough for them, 
When all had ſpoken their pleaſure, the concluſion 
of the ſynod was, that they muſt reform the manner 
of propoundiog their mind; that they mult give up 
their anſwer in affirmatives, as much as was poſſible; 
that this form of anſwer was not according to the 
decree of the States; and this was the effect of thu 
ſeſhon, 

On Friday r of December there was a ſhort C:[- 
fion in the morning. The matter propounded wes, 
whether it were not fit that the remonſtrants ſhould 
be required to give up their minds concerning all the 
five points, before the ſynod procecded to examine or 
determine any thing. The reaſon was, the connexion 
of the points mutually one with another; for which 
cauſe it was hard to determine of one, except their 
mind in the reſt were known, The ſccular lords and 
the ſynod liked well of the propoſal. Thoſe of Ge- 
neva thought it beſt to take their opinions out of their 
books: to which the pracſes anſwered, that it could 
not be, becauſe they were called thither by their cita- 
tory letters to propoſe and defend their own opinions, 
That they could not complain of the ſynod for cal- 
ling on them thus at once to deliver themſelves: for 
the ſynod doubts not that they were provided, ſince 
themſelves had long fince given it out in their books 
and private ſpeeches that they were provided. The 
remonſtrants then being called in, were told that it 
was the determination of the ſynod, that they ſhould 
deliver their opinions at once concerning the fire 
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points; and for this they had given them time till 
Monday; for this would prove better for the ſynod 
and for themſelves, Then that they ſhould deliver 
themſelves in afftirmatives, as much as poſſibly might 
be: for by their negatives they delivered not their 
own opinions, but diverted upon others, The con- 
feſſions and creeds had always been framed by affir- 
matives; thus or thus we do believe; not by nega- 
tives, To this they replied, © Attendemus ad ea quae 
* a Domino praeſide dicta ſunt, et conſiderabimus.“ 
Then did the praeſes ſignify that on the morrow there 
ſhould be a Latin ſermon in the ſynod-houſe, Scul- 
tetus is the man that makes it. And this is the effect 
of what was done at that time, and ſo ceaſing to 
trouble your Lordſhip any further at this time, I hum- 
bly take my leave, reſting, 


From Dort, Decemb. 15. Your Lordſhip's chaplain, 
1618. Stylo novo, and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. HaLEs, 


* 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 
© HE ſeventh of December, /ty/2 novo, being Fri- 
day, in the morning the ſynod met; the firſt 
thing that was done, was the pronouncing the decree 
of the States concerning Grevinchovius and Goularti- 
us to this effect; That whereas the remonſtrants had 
petitioned to the States, that Grevinchovius and Gou- 
lartius might be admitted into the ſynod, there to 
K 2 
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defend the remonſtrants cauſe, the lords for good 
cauſes thought they neither ought nor could prant 
it; yet thus much did they graciouſly permit, that 
they might freely come in private and do them what 
help they could; and if they thought that in any 
thing they ſaw further into the cauſe than their bre- 
thren, they might have leave to exhibit their mind 
in writing to the ſynod. Provided, firſt, that they 
bad leave of the ſynod ſo to do. Secondly, that they 
did not ſeck any frivolous delays. Thirdly, that they 
promiſed to ſubmit themſelves to the decree of the 
ſynod: And laſt of all, that the church cenſures re- 
ſpectively paſſed on Grevinchovius and Goulartius be 
not prejudiced, but ſtand ſtill in their full force and 
virtue, This decree was conſented unto by the whole 
ſynod, Here the praeſes admoniſht thoſe of Utrecht 
to provide themſelves, and reſolve what they would 
do; whether they would profeſs themſelves parties 
for the remonſtrants, or keep their places and fit as 
judges; if they would expreſs as parties, then mult 
they ceaſe to be accounted part of the ſynod, and be 
accounted as Epiſcopius and the reſt that were cited, 
They required that time migl. d be given them to de- 
liberate. The praeſes eagerly urged them to yive 
their reſolute anſwer, They replied it was a greater 
matter than might be ſo ſoon diſpatched, So far they 
went, that at length they fell on ſome warm words, 
For when two of the remonſtrants deputies by chance 
ſpake both at once, the praeſes admoniſht them to 
ſpeak vodeſtius et ornatius, For men here ſpeak on: 
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by one, and not by pairs. But here the ſecular de- 
puties ſtruck in, and thought fit they ſhould have time 
of reſpite till the morrow : yet ſo that in the mean 
time the ſynod ſhould proceed : Then were the re- 
monſtrants called in, and the decree of the States con- 
cerning Grevinchovius and Goulartius read unto them : 
Epiſcopius ſtanding up, required that a little time 
might be granted to them to ſpeak, and forthwith 
uttered an oration, © acrem ſane et animoſam,” and 
about which, by reaſon of ſome particulars in it, there 
will grow ſome (tir, The effect of the oration was 
this, 


* THAT religion was the chiefeſt note of a man 
* and we were more diſtinguiſhed by it, from other 
* creatures, than by our reaſon, That their appea- 
* rance before the ſynod was ut illam etiam Spar- 
tam ornarent, that they might endeavour ſome- 
thing for the preſervation of the purity of religion: 
* that religion was nothing elſe but a right conceit 
* and worſhip of God: that the conceits concerning 
God are of two ſorts; ſome abſolutely neceſſary, 
* which were the grounds of all true worſhip, in theſe 
to err might finally endanger a man; ſome not ab- 
* ſolutely neceſſary; and in theſe ſometimes without 
great danger men might miſtake ; that they deſcried 
* many conceits paſſing in our churches, which could 
* not ſtand with the goodneſs and jultice of God, with 
the uſe of the ſacraments, with the dutics of chriſ- 
tian men; theſe had given occaſion to the adverſa- 
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ries abroad to accuſe our churches, and lay upon 
them many ſtrange imputations, that therefore their 
endeavour had been none other but to remove theſe 
imputations, and to provide as much as in them lay, 
that the conceits of ſome few might not paſs for the 
general doctrine of our churches ; but this their en- 
* deavour had hitherto had but ill ſucceſs: and as in 
a diſeaſed body many times when phyſic is admini- 
f ſtercd, the humours which before were quiet are 
now ſtirred, and hence the body proves more dif- | 
* tempered : ſo their endeavours to cure the church 
had cauſed greater diſorder, yet in this had they 
not offended, For they laboured to none other end, 
* but that the church might not be traduced by rea- 
* ſon of the private conceits of ſome of her miniſters, 
That in this behalf the world had been excecdingly 
incenſed againſt them: but this envy they eſtecmed 
their gloriam et palmarium ; that for this they did 
© not mean to forſake their cauſe, and were it ſo that 
* they ſhould loſe the day, yet would they joy in it 
and think it glory enough magnis aufts excidiſſe, 
That this their ſtirring was not de lana caprina, 
© of ſmall, frivolous, and worthleſs matters, of ineer 
© quirks of wit, as many of the common ſort were 
* perſuaded ; that out of this conceit it was that they 
© had been ſo exceedingly roughly dealt withal, yea, 
they might ſay ſuevitum fuiſſe againſt them, as a- 
* g4inlt unneceſſary innovators in the church: firſt, 
* matters were handled againſt them clancularly, and 
* by ſtealth, after this they break out into open but 
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falſe accuſations, and after this into wrath, into 
ſcoſũng and bitterneſs, till at length efradis mode- 


rationir repagulis every one came with open mouth 
againlt them, fauguam in publici odii vidimas 


[H-re followed a grave and ſerious invocation of 
Chriſt as a witneſs to the truth of what they ſaid. ] 


True indeed it was, that in their books many things 
were to be found amils. For a very hard matter 
they thought it for minds exaſperated ſemper rec- 
tum clavum tenere. That for the ſettling of theſe 
things there could but three courſes be thought of; 
either a national ſynod or a mutual toleration of 
each others opinions, or the ceſſion and reſignation 
of their calliag and place in the church. To quit 
them of their calling and to fly, this were a note 
of the hireling: as for a ſynod, which they much 
defired, remoruluutur qui minime debebant, and 
it was pretended that the condition of the times 
would not ſuffer it. here remains only a mutual 
toleration, of the pothivility of which alone they had 
hope. And for this end they did exceedingly ap- 
prove of the decree of the ſtates of Holland and 
We{t-Friefland, which they thought confirmed by 
the examples of Beza's dealing with ſome, of their 
own dealing with the Lutherans, of the advice of 
the King of Great Britain: but all this was labour 
lolt; for there was a buze and jealouſy ſpread in the 


heads of men, that under this larve, this whifling 


* ſuit of toleration, there lay perſonated more dan- 
U 


gerous deſigns: that behind this, tanguam poſt ſi- 
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* parium, there lay intents of opening a way to the 


c 
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c 


c 


* 


profeſſien of all the antient hereſies: and that the 
remonſtrants could pro tempore, conſcientiae ſuae 
inferare quod volunt, upon this began mens minds 
tc be alienated from them: which thing at length 
brake forth into ſchiſm and open ſeparation, Now 
began their books to be more narrowly inquired in- 
to, every line, every phraſe, every word and title to 
be ſtretcht to the uttermoſt, to prove them heretics, 
Witneſs that late work, intituled Specimen Contro- 
verfiarum Belgicarum, whoſe authors credit and 
good dealing had already in part appeared, and 
hereafter farther would appear. That all funda- 
mental points of divinity they had preſerved un- 
touched, For they knew that there were many 
things of which it is not lawful to diſpute, and they 
abhorred from that conceit of many men, who 
would believe nothing but what they were able to 
give a reaſon of. That what they queſtioned was 
only ſuch a matter, which for a long time had been 
without danger, both pro and contra diſputed of. 
They thought it ſufficient if the chief points of re- 
ligion remain unſhaken. That there had been al- 
ways ſundry opinions even amongſt the fathers them- 
ſelves, which yet had not broken out into ſepara- 
tion of minds, and breach of charity, That it was 
impoſſible for all wits to jump in one point, It was 


* the judgement of Paraeus, a great divine, that the 
© greateſt cauſe of cuntentions in the church was this, 


6 


that the ſchool· mens concluſions, and cathedral de- 
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$ cifions, had been received as oracles and articles of 
faith. That they were therefore unjuſtly charged 
* with the bringing in of a ſceptic theology: they 
* ſought for nothing elſe but for that liberty which 
© is the mean betwixt ſervitude and licence. That 
* now they appeared before the ſynod, whether as 
* cited or otherwiſe they were not careful, They 
gad been preſent howſoever, had it been lawful : they 
* required the foreigners not to judge of them as they 
had heard abroad, but as they now ſhould find them, 
© That they profeſs they oppoſe themfelves, firſt, a- 
* gainſt thoſe concluſions concerning predeſtination, 
© which the authors themſelves have called horrida 
* decreta, Secondly, againſt thoſe who for the five 
articles ſo called have made a ſeparation, never ex- 
pecting any ſynodical ſentence, Thirdly, againſt 
* thoſe who caſt from them all thoſe who in ſome 
* things diſſent from them. And yet to raiſe the con- 


* troverſy greater, is the queſtion of the right of ma- 


* giltrates added above all the reſt, which they main- 
* tained againſt thoſe who taught the magiſtrate ſhould, 
* with a hood- winkt obedience, accept of what the di- 
vines taught without farther inquiry. Theſe are 
the points for which we have contended. Give un- 
to us that reſpe& which yourſelves would look for 
at our hands, if you were in our caſe; we have not 
* ambitiouſly ſued to any: the favour of God alone it 
is which we have ſought; look not upon this ſmall 
number which you ſee, unus patronus bonae cauſae 


* ſatis eſt, Tis not the ſmaller number that makes 
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* the ſchiſm. If a. major part carry the right, what 
© think you then of the province of Utrecht, where 
* the greater parts are remonſtrants? From you doth 
the ſchiſm proceed, firſt, here in this ſynod, by mak- 
© ing ſo an unequal choice of deputies with ſo ſmall 
da number of remonſtrants. Secondly, by proceed- 
ing againſt us abroad, not expecting a ſynodical de- 
© cree, by caſhiering and ſubjecting unto cenſures the 
* chick patrons of our cauſe, eos apud quos ſunt cqui- 
* lae noftrae: and peradventure, even at this very 
hour you proceed againſt ſome of ours, by ſuſpend- 
© ing, diſcommuning, by expelling them from their 
Churches, &c. But yet we caſt not away our ſwords; 
* the ſcriptures and ſolid reaſon ſhall be to us inſtead 
of multitudes. The conſcience reſts not itſelf upon 
the number of ſuffrages, but upon the ſtrength of 
* reaſon. Tam parati ſumus vinci, quam vincere, 
* He gets a great victory that being conquered gains 
* the truth. Amicus Socrates, amicus Plato, amica 
* ſinudus, ſed magis amica veritas.“ 


Theſe are the fragments of Epiſcopius his ſpeech, 
as far as my memory and broken notes could ſupply 
me, I ſuppoſe what errors I have committed by leav- 
ing out, miſ-placing, miſ-relating, Mr. Ames, when 
he comes to your honour, will rectify: this and much 
more, for an hour's ſpace, he delivered with great 
grace of ſpeech and oratorical geſture : The praeſes 
ſigniſied unto him, that becauſe there were in his 
ſpeech many things conſiderable, he was therefore to 
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deliver the copy of it. Epiſcopius replied, that he 
had none handſomely written: if the ſynod would 
have patience he would cauſe a fair tranſcript to be 
drawn for them; but this excuſe would not ſerve, 
Fair or foul deliver it up he muſt, and ſo he did: 
The deputies for the politics ſignified, that ſince there 
were many things in it which did as well concera the 
ſeculars, as eccleſiaſtics, they were to give it up ſub- 
ſcribed with all their hands : which forthwith was 
done. Then did the praeſes tell them how much 
they were beholden to the ſynod that had ſo pati- 
ently heard them, notwithſtanding that they had no 
leave granted them to ſpeak, and that they ought to 
have expected the mandate of the ſynod, To this 
Epiſcopius replies, that he had required leave before 
he began to ſpeak : True, ſaid the praeſes, but you 
ſlayed not till leave was granted you: beſicles, ſaith 
he, you are to know that no man may, no not of 
thoſe that are the members of the ſynod, offer to de- 
claim without leave firlt had, and without manifeſting 
the argument and drift of his ſpeech. After this fol- 
lowed a form of oath, preſcribed by the States, which 
all the members of the ſynod were to take, the ar- 
ticles of it were theſe two, That only the word of 
* God ſhould be taken for their rule to end their queſ- 
* tions*, and © that they had no other purpoſe but the 
peace of the church.“ Firlt, the praeſes took his 
oath in this order, ſtanding up in his place, he ſaid, 
Ego promitto coram Deo, (thus, and thus) ita pro- 
* pitius mihi fit ſeryator Chriſtus; Then the provin- 
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cials took every one in his order, ſtanding in his place, 
and pronouncing theſe words, Idem promitto coram 
* Deo et ſancto ſervatore, only the remonſtrants de- 
puties of Utrecht took not the oath, becauſe as yet 
they had not determined whether they would make 
themſelves parties or judges; after the provincials did 
the foreigners in order do the like, and ſo the ſeſſion 
ended. And with it I think it is time for me to end, 
and commend your Lordſhip to God's good protec- 
tion, 


Dort this 7 of December, Your honour's chaplain, 
1618. Stzlo novo. and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. Harts, 


— —„—-— —— 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 

PON Saturday Y of this preſent, the ſynod be- 

ing ſate in the morning, Scultetus made unto 

them a pious and pathetical ſermon. In the beginning 
he ſignified, firſt, how it joyed him to ſpeak unto them, 
* poſt eruditiſſimum virum Joſephum Hallum, Deca- 
* num Wigorniae meritiſſimum.“ Secondly, that he 
ſaw that day, that which his majeſty of Great Britain, 
and the Prince Elector his maſter, had ſo long deſired 
to ſee, namely, a ſynod gathered for the ſettling of 
the churches peace in theſe countries, He took for 
his theme the cxxii Pſalm, * I rejoiced when they ſaid 
* unto me, Let us go up unto the houſe of the Lord,“ 
and ſo forth unto the end of the pſalm, Where ficlt, 
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having ſhewed the occaſion of this pſalm, that it was 
the removal and bringing of the ark unto Jeruſalem, 
he conſidered in the whole pſalm three things. Firſt, 
that it was ſummum hominis gaudium,* to ſee the 
peace and flouriſhing of the church; which he ſhew- 
ed by many reaſons, and confirmed by the examples 
of the Duke of Wittemberg, who at the council held 
at Worms a hundred and twenty years ſince, when 
others diſcourſed of many privileges and convenien- 
cics of their lordſhips and territories, openly proteſted 
it to be his greateſt felicity that he could * in aperto 
campo. et in ſinu ſubditorum ſuorum dormire:* and 
of Theodoſius the Emperor, who at his death did 
more comfort himſelf that he had been a ſon of the 
church than the emperor of the world, Secondly, 
that it was ſummum hominis votum' to pray for the 
peace and flouriſhing of the church : which he con- 
firmed by the examples of the apoſtles and of Chriſt 
himſelf, Thirdly, that it was © ſummum hominis ſtu- 
* dium” to procure the peace of the church. Where 
ſpeaking of the preſent occaſion, I am no prophet (ſaith 
he) yet I think I foreſee that the peace of the Belgic 
churches would be a means to ſettle the peace of other 
churches, He therefore wiſht that the States, the 
Prince, the delegates, would all propoſe unto them- 
ſelves as their end, the peace and flouriſhing of the 
churches amongſt them, as he doubted not they did, 
in calling this ſynod. There was not in this ſermon 
any doctrinal point diſcuſt, nor any particular toucht 
which might miniſter news, It was only a pathetical 
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exhortation to all ſorts, as much as in them lay, to 
procure the churches peace When he had done, the 
pracſes publicly, in the name of the ſynod, gave him 
thanks, and proteſted himſelf to have been very much 
moved with his ſpeeches. Beſides this, there was 
nothing done that ſeſſion, 

Upon Monday "+ of this preſent, the ſynod com- 
ing together in the forenocn, there were two out of 
Wetteraw from the counties of Naſſau, Biſterfelding 
a preacher, and Jo. Henricus Alſtedius, profeſſor of 
divinity in Herborn, came as deputies from the church- 
es in thoſe parts, to be admitted as parts of the ſynod, 
The letters from the States General, and then their 
credential letters from their churches firſt being read, 
the oath was read unto them and they took it. Then 
did the pracſes, in the name of the ſynod, welcome 
them, and told them the end of their coming, and 
what theſe churches expeRed at their hands. Then 
were the remonſtrants called in, and willed to declare 
their opinion concerning the reſt of the articles: which 
they did at large, and added ſome apologies for their 
proceeding by negatives (which 1 told your Lordſhip 
formerly had been the exception of the ſynod againll 
the manner held by them in the firſt article.) I will 
not give a brief of what they then delivered, becauſe 
I reſolve to ſend your Lordlhip the perfect copy of it, 
as ſoon as I can come to copy it out, When they 
had done, the praeſes aſked them whether they were 
provided to deliver up their conſiderations concerning 


the confeſſion and catechiſm, for the ſynod expecled 
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it. They anſwered, that they expected not the ſynod 
ſhould call for them. The praeſes replied, this could 
not excuſe them, for they had often told the world in 
their books that they had * paratam ſylvam conſidera- 
 tionum” in that kind: and that the ſynod ſhould bet- 
ter judge of each part, when it had learned their opi- 
nion of the whole. They required leave to withdraw 
a little and think of an anſwer... In the mean time 
the pracſes propoſed to the ſynod, to conſider how 
well the remonſtrants had ſtood to the decree of the 
ſyaod, concerning the propoſal of the tenents in affir- 
matives, he thought that they had offended more a- 
gainſt it, and that purpoſely, in bringing their apology 
for ſo doing: in cenſuring the opinions of other church- 
es for blaſphemous, &c, Howſoever it was their 
judgment that they ſhould propoſe their ſentence in 
negatives, yet they ought not to have propoſed but 
to have ſubmitted their judgment to the judgment of 
the ſynod The remonſtrants returning gave anſwer 
to this effect: that though they might require time to 
give up their conſiderations, yet they thought they 
were not bound to give them up till the five articles 
were Giſcuſt ; ſince their citatory letters ſo ran, that 
firlt the articles, then their conſiderations ſhould come 
in place : that they thought it ſome wrong done them 
to have this order now perverted, The pracſes an- 
ſwered, that no wrong was done them; for their con- 
fiderations ſhould not yet be ſifted till the five articles 
were concluded. And fo the order in their citatory 
letters ſhould be kept, That long ſince in a ſynod 
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at Delft, they Fad promiſed to deliver them up in 1 
provincial ſynod there, and therefore now, after ſo 
many years, they could not be unprovided Here 
the praeſes politicus charged them to obey their de- 
cree, and to do as the praeſes and the ſynod required, 
The praeſes eccleſiaſticus then admoniſht them, that 
they were not to accompt of themſelves as a college, 
and ſo (till to give anſwers in commune, but they mult 
anſwer particularly every one for himſelf : and there- 
upon he asked every one of them, in order, whether 
they had any ſuch conſideration or no: Some anſwer- 
ed they had, ſome that they had ſome few of no preat 
moment, ſome that their conſiderations were not writ- 
ten down, ſome that they had none at all. When 
the praeſes had ſaid jafatum fuiſe by them long 
ſince, that they had ſundry conſiderations ready; Cor- 
vinus excepted againſt the word jadtatum ; the prae- 
ſes replied, he uſed not the word to diſgrace them, 
but only as a frequentative, to ſignify that they had 
often boaſted of it. When ſome litigation was here 
fallen, Martinus Gregorii (one that fits cloſe upon the 
remonſtrants skirts) cut it off, and commanded them 
to be quiet. The remonſlrants here ſignified, that 
ſuch conſiderations as they had were only in the Dutch 
tongue, The pracſes replied, they ſhould have lei- 
ſare to tranſlate them. Then did the ſeculars pro- 
nounce a decree, charging them to provide themſclves 
ſingly one by one, he that had many to give up many, 
he that had few to give up few, he that had none to 
give up none, and that whether it were in Dutch or 
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Latin. The remonſtrants required ſome time; for, 
faith Epiſcopius, we came imparatiſhmi ad hanc rem,” 
Firlt, there were given them two days, then three, 
then four : within which ſpace every man, alone by 
himſelf, was to give up his conſiderations: and this 
was the effect of the ſeſſion. 

The anſwer of the Engliſh divines, to the remon- 
ſtrants exception againſt the ſynod, 1 will ſend your 
Lordſhip in my next letters, together with the re— 
monſtrants anſwer upon the later articles. Harman 
the poſt came to Dort on Sunday about three of the 
clock, and went for England on Monday about ten 
of the clock in the morning. Mr, Dean of Worceſ- 
ter is very crazy and fickly of late, and keeps his 
chamber, neither hath he been in the ſynod ſome of 
theſe laſt ſeſſions I hear he purpoſes to come to the 
Hague, to ſee if he ſhall have his health better there. 
Here is a rumour that the remonſtrants are a little 
divided amongſt themſelves; and that Corvinus com- 
plains that what he hath done, was becauſe he ſuffe- 
red himſelf to be drawn on by others, how true this 
is I know not; I heard Scultetus tell my Lord Bi- 
ſhop ſo much, and that Meierus of Baſil ſhould ſay 
that Corvinus had ſignified fo much to him. My Lord 
Biſhop is a little diſpleaſed with Mr. Amyes, for put- 
ting into his hand Grevinchovius his book, in the 
preface of which there are cited, out of a writing of 
Mr, Amyes, certain words very reproachful unto Bi- 
ſhops, Other news here is none, and therefore ſor 
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this time, ceaſing any further to trouble your honor, 
I humbly take my leave, reſting 


Your honour's chaplain, 
and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. Haus, 


———— 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

N Thurſday 22 of this preſent, in the morning, 

the ſynod being met, the firſt thing done was 

the admiſſion of the Scottiſh deputy in this manner, 
He was brought to the ſynod-houſe by the two ſcribes, 
and met at the door by two of the deputies for the 
States, and by them conducted to his feat, which is 
a little ſeat made under the Engliſh ſeats, where he 
ſits alone; when he was ſate, the praeſes welcomed 
him in the name of the ſynod, Then were the let- 
ters from the ſtates read, which were to ſtand inſtead 
of ſynodical letters; for otherwiſe the cuſtom is here, 
that he that comes to be a member of the ſynod 
brings letters of credence from the church that de- 
putes him. After this, he delivered himſelf in a ſhort 
ſpeech to this effect. That the reaſon of his com- 
* 10g he had delivered unto the States at the Hague, 
namely the King's pleaſure : that he therefore once 
* minded to have ſaid nothing, but he could not ob- 
© tain ſo much of himſelf, eſpecially when Le heard 
what gentle welcome the praeſes gave him. and he 
* was deſirous to ſhew himſelf thankful for ſuch great 
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© courteſy; that the Scotch nation had evermore ſo 
linkt itſelf to this people, that it hath always la- 
* boured to endeavour the peace of this ſtate, and 
© now it was ready to do as much for the peace of 
the churches amongſt them. That they had very 
* ftraitly bound unto them the Scottiſh church (de- 
© meruiſtis eccleftam Scoticanam) by this ſo kindly 
* welcoming him. That his years were not many, 
but he hoped ere he departed to make amends for 
* that: that the King at his coming away did charge 
him, verbis ſublimibus, above all ſphere of conceit 
* and apprehenſion to exhort them unto peace, and 
with a ſhort paſſage to that purpoſe he ended. The 
pracſes thanking him for his good counſel gave him 
his oath. And ſo they paſſed away to other bu- 
ſineſs. 

To- morrow I trow we ſhall have more matter; for 
then the remonſtrants are to give in their exceptions 
2painſt the catechiſm and confeſhon, and ſo at length 
we ſhall come to the queſtion, For this time there- 
fore I humbly take my leave of your honour, reſting, 


Your honour's chaplain, and 


bounden in all duty and ſervice, 


Jo. HaLes, 
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Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

T was upon Monday laſt injoined the remonſtrante 
to provide their conſiderations upon the confeſſion 
and catechiſm, and exhibit them to the fynod, on Fri- 
day the 21 of this preſent. The time being come, 
and the ſynod ſate, the remonſtrants were called in, 
and were required to give up their conſiderations, 
With that they brought forth a writing, and began 
to read, The praeſes conſtdering to what purpoſe 
their prefaces and narrations had heretofore tended, 
interrupted them, and told them, that they were wil- 
Jed to give them up, Whether or no they ſhould be 
read, that the ſynod would think of. They urged to 
have it read, but in vain; and fo the prologue mar- 
red, Theſe conſiderations now exhibited were only 
on the confeſſion. For the catechiſm, they pretended 
the time was too ſhort, They were divided in they 
conſiderations ; for one part of them was ſubſcribed 
by thoſe of Holland only, Epiſcopius, Arnoldi, Duin- 
glonius, and Poppius. Another part was ſubſcribed 
with the names of the reſt. The praeſes requiring 
the remonſtrants a while to withdraw, commended 
unto the ſynod the conſideration of this their fact: 
firſt, whether it was according to the decree of the 
ftates and the ſynod. Secondly, whether or no they 
would have their preface to be read. In the tt the 
praeſes thought they had not given that fatis/«c0n 
which was looked for; firſt, in that they gave up their 
conſiderations conjundtim, which they ought to have 
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done one by one, every one for himſelf, Secondly, in 
that they had given up none upon the catechiſm, which 
they undertook to do. Thirdly, it ſeemed a marvel 
to the ſynod how it came to paſs, that ſome of them 
upon Monday laſt openly affirmed, that they had but 
fe; others, that they had none at all; yet now upon 
ſo ſhort a warning, they bring ſo large a bill ſub- 
ſcribed with all their names. For their preface, which 
they would have read, it was delivered to the ſecular 
delegates to conſider of. They having peruſed it, 
thought it might be read; and ſo forthwith it was. 
It ſounded to this purpoſe; that whereas by their ci- 
tatory letters they were firſt to deal only concerning 
the five articles, and after that concerning the confeſ- 
hon and catechiſm; yet ſince it had pleaſed the de- 
legates to invert this order, © ut probare poſſint obe- 
* dientiam ſuam,' they were ready to give up their 
conſiderations. That the occaſion of theſe conſidera- 
tions was this; whereas, aun. 1597, ſome controver- 
ſies had ariſen concerning the conſeſſion and catechiſm, 
which troubled the church, this gave occaſion to the 
ſtates to think of a national ſynod to be called for the 
ſettling of theſe broils. Many meetings there had 
been, and conſultations concerning this ſynod, which 
ſtill were croſt by ſome, who would by no means en- 
dure that there ſhould be any reviſion of thoſe writ- 
ings. That at a ſynod in Delft, ann. 1607, com- 
mandment was given, that inquiſition ſhould be made 
into the confeſhon and catechiſm, and at that time 
ſome of the remonſtrants had gathered certain points 
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together to be adviſed_of, not to quarrel withal. This 
their endcavour they thought did deſerve thanks, but 
they found, that for their pains they gained only the 
reputation of men ready to unjoint and unſettle all 
things, and ſet up an arbitrary religion, That theſe 
their conſiderations were called for by the ſtates, and 
ſo exhibited to them, and left in their cuſtody, Be- 
ſides theſe, they had no other, neither yet copy of 
thoſe, yet upon command had they gathered others 
topether, in which they did not call any doctrinal 
point into controverſy, but only propoſed certain phra- 
ſcs and forms of ſpeech, or ſome things concerning or- 
der and method, which they thought deſerved to be 
conſidered of, Their enemies, they know, thought 
that there did“ Jatere nonnulla horribilia dogmata et 
peſtilentia ;* but © confundet illos Deus,” they doubt- 
ed not, in good time. That they never were puilty 
of ary hereſies; and thus much would their public 
writings. witneſs in their behalf. That theſe conſide- 
rations they exhibited with no ill intent, but only for 
the eaſe of the national {ynod, that they might have 
an inventory, in which they might find what things 
they were which had bred ſcruple in ſome men's 
minds. That their conſiderations upon the catechiſm 
they now gave not up, becauſe the ſhortneſs of the 
time limited would not give them leave. This was 
the ſum of their preface. The conſiderations them- 
ſelves were not read, only there was order given, that 
the next day at nine o'clock, one of each company 
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tranſcribe them. 

After this the ſynod began to paſs their judgment ; 
where Feſtus Hommius having firſt taken the ſame 
exceptions, which the pracſcs had formerly done, he 
added a long narration by way of anſwer to that hiſ- 
torical part of the remonſtrants preface; wherein they 
ſtrired to derive the envy of the delay of a national 


ſynod upon the remonſtrants, and ſhewed what it was, 


againſt which the contra- remonſtrants took exceptions 
in the point of the reviſion of the confeſſion ; namely, 
that a ſynod might not be called for that purpoſe, 
and that the clauſe of reviſing the confeſſion might not 
be put amony{t the cauſes of the ſynod, left perad- 
venture it might be thought that the ſtates did make 
doubt and queſtion of it, 

That the remonſtrants had been often required to 
exhibit their conſiderations, but for ſome years ſpace 
they hung of, and could not be brought to do it, 


At length, with much ado, they brought in a Hla- 


bus and catalogue of certain places in Calvin, Beza, 
and P:iſcator, which they thought did not agree with 
the confeſſion: and thus, inſtead of conſiderations up- 
on the catechiſm, they brought nothing but acculati- 
ons of other men. But the truth of theſe things 
ſhould farther appear, when the ſtory of them, which 
was now in hand, ſhould come abroad. 

The foreign divines went on to deliver their opi- 
nions, when old Goclenius could not let the remon- 
ſtrants paſs without a jeſt, ſuch a one as it was; for 
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being ask'd his judgment, he put off his hat, and told 
us, that the remonſtrants were canonict irregulares, 
regular irregulars, and put on his hat again. Where 
the ſap of this jeſt is 1 know not; but the graveſt in 
the ſynod had much ado to compoſe their countenan- 
ces. An old man, a deputy of Utrecht, ſtanding up 
ſignified, that how demurely ſoever the remonſtrants 
ſpake of their conſiderations, yet, indeed, they did 
harbour greater matters; for it is well known, that 
at Delft one of them openly ſaid, that ſhortly they 
would bring another kind of divinity into the Nether- 
lands: and whereas in their catechiſm to many quel- 
tions they anſwer yea, they ſhould be taught to an- 
ſwer no, et e contra. Here come in a decree of ſtates 
to this effect, that in this manner of exhibiting their 
conſiderations the remonſtrants had done neither ac- 
cording to their promiſe, nor according to their du- 
ties, and therefore they did ſtrictly command them 
to have greater reſpect to themſelves, but greateſt of 
all to the magiſtrate, whom God had placed over 
them: that they warn them henceforward to leave 
all cavilling about the words of the citatory letters: 
that as far as they could, they ſhould exhibit thoſe 
conſiderations mentioned in their preface, which they 
gave up to the ſtates of Holland ; and that they ſhould, 
upon Thurſday next, give them up, not in communi, 
but every man by himſelf, For the ſtates did ac- 
knowledge, beſides thoſe of the antient reformed re- 
ligion, no other body of a church in the Netherlands. 
This decree put an end to that buſineſs, Then did 
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the praeſes propoſe unto the ſynod, whether it were 
fit they ſhould proceed to propound to the remon- 
ſtrants certain interrogatories concerning the five ar- 
' ticles, or defer it until they had brought in their con- 
ſiderations upon the catechiſm, For, becauſe the re- 
monſtrants had given their judgment upon the articles 
perplexedly, the ſynod formerly had thought good to 
propoſe them certain queſtions, the better to wring 
their meaning from them. It was concluded, that 
theſe interrogatories ſhould not be propoſed unto them, 
till they had given up their conſiderations, becauſe it 
might be ſome hinderance unto them in that buſineſs, 
The remonſtrants were again called in, and the judg- 
ment of the ſynod made known unto them, that they 
had not obeyed; firſt, in that they gave conſiderati- 
ons only on the confeſſion, whereas they ſhould have 
brought likewiſe upon the catechiſm : then, that they 
gave them up conjundtim, which they ought to have 
done every man by himſelf, Thirdly, that the ſynod 
marvelled that theſe, who the laſt ſeſſion had no con- 
ſiderations at all, ſhould put their hands to ſo great 
a number. They were warned therefore better to 
remember the duty they owed unto the ſynod, and to 
call to mind, that whereas they pretended ſhortneſs of 
time, they had as much time given them as they re- 
quired, Then did the praeſes inquire concerning the 
conſiderations given up to the ſtates of Holland, when, 
and to whom they were preſented, and whether theſe, 
which now they had given, were the ſame with them. 
Epiſcopius replied, he gave none up at all, Others 
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anſwered, that they were the ſame conſiderations, and 
more beſides. Corvinus replied, that theſe conſide- 
rations were given to the States, not to any particu- 
lar man. Another replied, that the conſiderations 
were left in the houſe of Utenbogard, to be by him 
exhibited ; but what became of them he knew not, 
Then was the decree of the States read to the remon- 
ſtrants; and Epiſcopius required a copy of it. The 
praeſes politicus asked him, why ? Ut pareamus, ſais 
Epiſcopius. * No, ſaid the ſame praeſes, it is only, 
* that you may find ſome words to cavil at; and 
therefore they ſhould have none. lt was ſufficient 
that they knew the meaning of it.” This at ſirſt 
ſcemed to me ſomewhat hard: but when I conſidered, 
that theſe were the men which heretofore had, in 
prejudice of the church, ſo extremely flattered the 
civil magiſtrate, I could not but think this uſage a 
fit reward for ſuch a ſervice; and that by a juſt judg- 
ment of God, themſclves had the firſt experience of 
thoſe inconveniencies, which naturally ariſe out of 
their doctrine in that behalf. It was thought fit, that 
theſe men, who thus, againſt the decree of the ſynod, 
had joined themſelves in one, ſhould yet be pullec 
aſunder. And therefore the praeſes examined them 
one by one, how far they were intereſted in theſe con- 
ſiderations, and whether they move doubt and ſcruple 
in all their minds, H. Leo anſwered, that he made 
no doubt in any of them; who was preſently told, he 
needed [not] then have joined himſelf unto them. 
The four of Holland ſtood to theirs. Pynackerus 
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anſwered, that he meant not at all to acquaint the 
ſynod with any doubt of his. Some anſwered, that 
they doubted only in ſome of them, and not in others; 
ſome, that they had not yet ſufficiently conſidered of 
them. The molt general anſwer that was given was 
this, that though in many of theſe couſiderations them- 
ſ:lves made no ſcruple; yet when they ſaw them, they 
thought the ſynod might well adviſe of them. To 
which was anſwered, that the ſynod required their 
own conſiderations, not their judgment upon the con- 
ſiderations of others. The praeſes then further in- 
quired, whether they had any more conſiderations? 
Some anſwered, that peradventure they might have 
more, if they had time to bethink themſelves. Some, 
that more came not yet into their minds. The moſt 
replied, they had none; only Hollingerus replied, that 
he had one, which he preſently gave up in vriting. 
What this one was I know not; for it was not pub- 
liſhed, Then were they commanded to give up their 
conſiderations upon the catechiſm, together with their 
reaſons, upon Thurſday next after Chriſtmaſs day, 
Epiſcopius anſwered, they would do what they could ; 
and ſo they went out. The praeſes then requeſted 
| the ſynod to think what they would do with theſe 
conſiderations, ſince they ſaw in them * tantain jadi- 
* ciorum difparitatem :* and ſo warning them to meet 
again pleno conventu upon Thurſday next, he con- 
cluded a long, a troubleſome, and fruitleſs ſeſſion. 
There is an intermiſhon of the ſynod until Thurſ- 


day next, Your honour peradyenture looks, that, 
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according to your appointment, I ſhould return for 
ſome days unto the Hague, Your Lordſhip there- 
fore ſhall underſtand, that though here be no ſynod, 
yet there will be every day ſundry things to be writ- 
ten, of which, for your Lordſhip's better informati- 
on in the proceedings of the ſynod, it may be neceſ- 
ſary to take ſome copy. Again, I take no pleaſure in 
travelling, and therefore am well content at all times 
to ſtay there, where my buſineſs is, ſo long as it laſts. 
Until, therefore, it ſhall pleaſe your honour to call me 
home, for good and all, I ſhall beſt like to remain 
here. Thirdly, 1 am but a filly traveller, and conve- 
niently I cannot travel without a guide. The days 
being ſhort, and the tide coming ſomewhat late, night 
would quickly come, Now for me to go by night, 
having neither language nor any to conduct me, mult 
needs be very inconvenient, So commending this my 
excuſe to your honourable conſideration, remember- 
ing my humble duty to my Lady, 1 take my leave, 


; Yeur honour's chaplain, and 
From Dort this 4. e, 


of December,  bounden in all duty and ſervice, 


1616. Joux HaLEts. 


— 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 
PON Thurſday the 2 of this preſent, the de- 
puties being met in the morning, the remon- 
ſtrants were called in, and willed to give up their con · 
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ſiderations upon the catechiſm, according to the in- 
junction laid on them on Friday laſt, Epiſcopius, 
Corvinus, Duinghunius, Poppius, Pynackerus, and Sap- 
ma gave up altogether in common, and excuſed them- 
ſelves for not giving up one by one, as was enjoined 
them, becauſe their conſiderations being altogether the 
ſame, they thought they might exhibit them altoge- 
ther; Niellius, Goſwinus, Matthiſius, and Iſaacus Fre- 
derici, gave up ſingly, every one by himſelf, the reſt 
gave up none at all. What theſe conſiderations were 
| know not; for they were not publiſht, Then did 
the pracſes require them coram Des to anſwer direct- 
ly and truly, firſt, whether or no theſe were the ob- 
ſervatiops which they gave up to the States of Hol- 
land; to which was anſwered, that as far as they 
could remember they were, and ſome others beſides, 
Secondly, whether they had any more confiderations 
beſides theſe : to which they all anſwered, No. Here 
Scultetus ſtood up, and in the name of the Palatine 
churches, required a copy of theſe conſiderations up- 
on the catechiſm. We have, ſaith he, a command 
from our Prince to ſee that nothing be done in preju- 
dice of our churches. The catechiſm is ours, known 
by the name of the Palatine Catechiſm, and from us 
you received it, The obſervations therefore upon it 
concern us, we require therefore a draught of them, 
with purpoſe to anſwer them, and ſubmit our anſwer 
to the judgment of the ſynod, This requeſt of the 
Palatines was thought very reaſonable. Theſe conſi- 
derations (I ſpeak of thoſe on the confeſſion; for thoſe 
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others 1 ſaw not,) ate nothing elſe but queries upon 
ſome paſſages of the confeſſion, of little or no mo- 
ment: ſo that it ſeems a wonder unto many, how 
theſe men, which for ſo many years paſt, in ſo many 
of their books, have threatened the churches with 
ſuch wonderful diſcoveries of falſhood and error in 
their confeſſion and catechiſm, ſhould at laſt produce 
ſuch poor impertinent ſtuff, There is not I perſu2de 
myſelf, any writing in the world, againſt which wits 
diſpoſed to wrangle cannot take abundance of ſuch 
exceptions. After this did the praeſes put the re- 
monſtrants in mind of the judgment of the ſynod paſt 
upon the manner of propounding their theſes on the 
articles. Two things there were miſliked, Firſt, 
their propounding ſo many negatives. Secondly, their 
urging ſo much to handle the point of reprobation, 
and that in the firſt place; whereas the ſynod requir- 
ed they ſhould deliver themſelves, as much as was 
poſſible, in affirmarives, and begin firſt from election, 
and from thence come to the point of reprobation in 
its due place, He required them therefore to ſignify 
whether they would follow the judgment of the ſy- 
nod, or their own. They anſwered, that they had 
given up their reaſons to juſtify their proceeding, and 
otherwiſe to proceed, their conſciences would not per- 
mit them. For, faith Epiſcopius, the point of repro- 
bation is that quod maxime nos aegre habet: that 
he could not endure that doctrine concerning the ab- 
ſolute decree of God; that God ſhould peremptorily 
decree to caſt the greateſt part of mankind away, only 
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becauſe he would. Corvinus anſwered, that he could 
not ſalva conſcientia verſari in miniſterio,” till that 


point were cleared, Iſaacus Frederici, that * praeci- 


puum momentum” was in that queſtion: others, that 
in the queſtion of election they had no ſcruple; all 
their doubt was in the point of reprobation: and 
therefore their conſcience would not ſuffer them to 
proceed farth-r in diſputation, till that matter were 
diſcuſſed. To this anſwer was made, that the ſynod 
did not refuſe to handle the matter of reprobation, but 
thought it not fit to have it done in the firſt place, 
But when this would not content them, the praeſes 
propoſed unto them whether they were reſolved ſo to 
proceed, or elſe to relinquiſh all farther diſputation, 
They replied, they reſolved to break off all farther 
treaty if that matter might not be handled, It was 
told them that it ſhould be treated of in its due place, 
but the queſtion was only © de modo procedendi,” 
whether they ſhould handle that firſt or no. Epiſco- 
pius and ſome others of them gave anſwer, that for 
the order they did not preciſely ſtand upon, modo 
de tota re agatur: but this anſwer they ſtood not 
unto, For when the pracſes told them again, that 
it was the pleaſure of the ſynod, fiilt to handle of 
election, and then of reprobation as much as ſhould 
ſeem neceſſary, and for the churches good, and with- 
al charged them to anſwer roundly and categorically 
whether they would proceed according to this order: 
they anſwered, No. Then-did the praeſes require 
them to withdraw, and give the ſynod leave to adviſe 
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of this: The ſum obthat which paſt in the mean time 
was this: that their pretence of conſcience was vain, 
ſince it was not of any thing which concerned faith 
and good manners, but only of order and method in 
diſputing, which could not at all concern the con- 
ſcience z that the diſputation muſt begin from electi- 
on. Firſt, becauſe the order of nature ſo required, 
to deal of the affirmative before the negative; and 
again, becauſe that all divines whoever handled this 
queſtion did hold the ſame order; and the Holy Ghoſt 
in ſcripture had taken the ſame courſe, That they 
ſhould be aſſured, in the name of the ſynod, that they 
ſhould have liberty to diſcuſs the queſtion of predeſti- 
nation throughout. That whatſoever they pretended, 
yet the true end of their ſo hotly urging the queſtion 
of reprobation, was only to exagitate the contra-re- 
monſtrants doctrine, and to make way for their own 
doctrine in point of election: Lydius obſerved, that it 
had been the cuſtom of all thoſe who favoured Pela- 
gianiſm to trouble the church with the queſtion of re- 
probation, D. Gomarus, that ſaw that his iron was 
in the fire, (for 1 perſuade myſelf that the remon- 
ſtrants ſpleen is chiefly againft him) began to tell us, 
that Epiſcopius had falſified the tenent of reproba- 
tion: that no man taught that God abfolutely decreed 
to caſt man away without ſin: but as he did decree 
the end, ſo he did decree the means : that 1s, as he 
predeſtinated man to death, fo he predeſtinated him 
to ſin, the only way to death: and ſo he mended the 
queſtion as tinkers mend kettles, and made it worſe 
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than it was before. In ſum, the ſynod cauſed a de- 
cree to be penned to this purpoſe, © That it ſhould be 
© lawful for the remonſtrants to propoſe their doubts, 
© both in the queition of election and reprobation : but 
for the order in diſputation, which of the two ſhould 
* come firſt, they ſhould leave that to the ſynod, who 
thought it fitter to give than to receive laws; and 
* that whereas they pretended conſcience, it was but 
vain, ſince there was nothing in ſcripture againſt 
this command of the ſynod; nay that it was more 
* agreeable with conſcience to obey than to with- 
© ſtand.“ Then were the remonſtrants called in, and 
after a ſhort admonition better to adviſe themſelves; 
the decree of the ſynod was read unto them, And 
when they began to urge their conſcience, the praeſes 
politicus ſpake to this purpoſe ; that there had here- 
tofore been many decrees made by the delegates, but 
they had been all neglected, he therefore ſtrictly war- 
ned them that no man ſhould dare to withſtand any 
decrees either of the magiltrate or of the ſynod, ci- 
ther by open oppoſing againſt it, or by ſullen ſilence, 
under pain of penalty according to the will cf the 
lords. When Fpiſcopius had ſaid © acgerrime feri- 
* mus,” and would have ſaid ſomewhat more, he was 
enjoined ſilence, and fo the ſeſſion ended, Mr. Pracſes 
telling us, that the next ſeſſion we ſhould come to the 
queſtion, © fi per remonſtrantes licerct ” 


Now concerning Monſieur Moulins propoſals, of 
which your Lordſhip required to know what I thought; 
I will deliver myſelf in my next letter to your honour, 

G 
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In the mean time, Commending your honour to God's 
good protection, 1 humbly take my leave. 


Dort this 17 of Your honous”s chaplain, 
December, 1 618. and bounden in all duty, 


Join Hart s, 


EET 
— 


Right Honourable, my very ge Lord, 
n Friday 2 of December, in the morning it 
was long ere the ſynod met. At length being 
come together, there were read the two decrees; ore 
of the States, another of the ſynod, made the formei 


ſeſhon : the reaſon of the repeating was the abſence ef 


ſome the day before. Then did the pracſes ſignify, 
that that very morning, immediately before the time 
of the ſynod, he had received from the remonſtrants 
letters, ſatis prolixas, which concerned himielt and 
the whole iynod; the peruſal of which letters was 
the cauſe of his long ſtay: The letters were ſent to 
the delegates to know whether or no they would have 
them read. Whilit the ſeculars were adviſing of this 
point, there were brought in a great heap of the re- 
monſtrants books, and laid upon the table before the 
praeſes; for what end it will appear by and by. The 
ſecular delegates ſignify, that they think not fit that 
the letters ſhould be publicly read, and that the re- 
monſtrants ſhould immediately be called in. Thy 
being entered, the praeſes askt them whether they 
were ready to obey the orders ſet down by the States 
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and the ſynod: They require to have their letters 
read; but the ſeculars willed them, inſtead of read- 
ing their letters, to hearken to a decree of the States, 
and forthwith was read a decree ſounding to this pur- 
poſe; That the States ſtrictly commanded that no- 
* thing ſhould be read or ſpoken in the ſynod in pre- 
* judice of the decree made yeſterday ; but that they 
* ſhould, without any further delay, come to the buſi- 
* neſs in hand.“ The remonſtrants reply, that ex- 
cept they may molt freely propoſe their minds in both 
the parts of predeſtination, both election and repro- 
bation, they refuſed to go further in conference; for 
that their conſcience would not permit them, The 
praeſes replied, that for liberty of propoſal of their 
opinions, they could not complain; for the ſynod had 
given them © libertatem Chriſtianam, aequam, juſtam;' 
but ſuch an abſolute liberty as they ſeemed to require, 
of going as far as they liſt, of oppugning before the 
ſynod what opinions they pleaſed of learned men, this 
they thought unfit, And as for conſcience, they knew 
that the word of God was the rule of it, Now what 
part of ſcripture had they that favoured them in this 
behalf, or that did take any order and preſcribe a me- 
thod in diſputation ? By thus ſtifty urging their con- 
ſcience, they did exceedingly wrong the decree of the 
States and ſynod, as if by them ſomething againſt the 
word of God, ſome impiety were commanded. When 
the pracſes had thus ſaid, he began to propoſe unto 
them certain interrogatorics concerning the five ar- 
ticles, Your honour may be pleaſed to call to mind 
G 2 
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thut in one of my former letters 1 ſhewed, that becauſe 
the remonſtrants had given up their opinions very per- 
plexedly and imperſectly, the ſynod had thought good 
that the praefes ſhould propoſe them certain queſtions 
ont of their own writings, ſo the better to wrelt their 
meaning from them, This was tlie pracſes now be— 
ginning to do; and this wis the cauſe of the bring- 
137 in of tie books The interrogatory propoled was 
this, whether or no they did acknowledge that the 
articles exhibited in the Hague Conference did con- 
tata their opinions? Epiſcopius ſtept up and required 
that it might be Jawful for them to ſet down thar 
own tenents, and not be forced to anſw:r thus to 
other mens writings. II Leo in choler told the prae- 
ſes, that he did evidently fee that it was the drift of 
the ſynod to diſcredit them with the magiſtrate, and 
that for his own part he would rather leave his mi- 
niſtry than make any anſwer to theſe interrogatories. 
The praeſes here adv. fed him to bethink himſelf ſeri- 
ouſly whether his conſcience could afſure him that 
this was a good cauſe of leaving his miniilry ; becavſe 
he might not proceed in diſputation according as he 
thought fit, Wez:kius anſwered, that he would rot 
ſubmit to this exaer, and * nilt poſiet liberrime ag, 
he would not anſwer at all. The fame was the ſenſe 
of Hollingerus his anſwer. Fpiſcopius plainly told 
them, niſi in omnibus liberum eſſet,“ to de as they 
thought pood, they would » no farther, Hor we 
are reſolved, ſaith he, a7.-re pro judicio noſtro, non 
pro judicio ſynodi: then one of the ſeculars ſtept 
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up, and willed thoſe words ſhould be noted. The 
pracſes then told them, that the true cauſe of all this 
their indiſpoſition was that they forgot themlelves to 
be citati, and that they were not acquainted with 
being commanded, They were to remember tat 
they ſtood before God, before their may irate, and 


ICL 


that their cauſe was the cuuſe of the church, whoſe 
peace would not be procurcd by this behaviour, Ticy 
might remember what they told the foreign divincs 
in their letters to them, that the was of late a great 
metamorphoſis in the ſtate, * Non eftis aunc judices 
et domini rerum, fed citurt:* but, as it ſeemed, they 
were re{olved to ſuft-r, * omniao nullum judicium de 
* tis fieri.“ Fpiſcopius here urged his conſcience, Aa- 
de veroum ri, then {ith the practes, ſhew upon 
what text of ſeripture vou ground your conſcience, 
otherwiſe vou wrong both the magiſtrate and the ſy- 
nod, Corvinus an{wered, that that {canthng of li- 
bertv which the ſynod gave them did not ſuffice their 
conſciences, Poppius Iixewite required larger liberty, 
and that he might not be dealt withal by authority, 
but by rcaſon. The pracſes anſwered, that in con- 
ſcience he could not give them greater liberty than 
they had already given them, and therefore askt him 
if he would anſwer to the interrogatorics. He flout- 
ly replied, * Malo quidvis pati.“ Sapma replicd to the 


ſame purpoſe, and over and above added, Ut noſtrum 


* judicium non ſatisfacit ſynodo, ita nec ſynodi judi- 

cium noſtro.” Rickwardus told the ſynod, that they 

dealt not charitably with them, and openly protelted, 
& 3 
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as Epiſcopius had before done, non agemus pro ju- 
* dicio ſynodi, ſed pro judicio noſtro.“ The praeſes 
replied, * vocem hanc eſſe intolerandam.“ Niellius 
excepted againſt this proceeding with them capitatim, 
and required that they might conſult in common what 
anſwer to give. For mylicif, ſaith he, I am a man 
of ny ready ſpeech, and unfit for ſudden diſputation, 
Too great advantage is taken againſt men by this kind 
of proceeding. Many members of the ſynod, were 
they thus ſingled out to give a ſudden anſwer, might 
eaſily peradventure be put to ſome diſtreſs, * Nul- 
lam eſſe cauſam tam juſtam, de qua non facile poſſi: 
* triumphari, ſi de ca agatur tantum pro arbitrio ad- 
* yerſarii,” The pracics told them, that here was 
nothing required but that they would give a reaſon 
of their faith, which they had for theſe many years 
taught in their pulpits, and in their writings, and 
thercſore they could not be unprovided to give an 
anſwer; and for that they mentioned the ſynod as an 
adverſary, they had been already taught ſufficiently 
by the foreign divincs that the ſynod could not be 
counted pars adverſa : They anſwered, that they re- 
quired a copy of the reaſons given by the foreign di- 
vines, that they might conſider of them; but they 
were denied it. Here was by one of them, I know 
net whom, a reply made that the remonſtrants, in re- 
fuſing to proceed except they might freely handle the 
point of reprobation, did no other than the contra- 
remonſtrants had formerly done in the Hague-Confe- 
reuce, who there openly refuſed to proceed, if they 
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were urged to have the ſame point handled, notwith- 
ſtanding the command of the magiſtrate, Feſtus Hom- 
mius replied, that the narration was falſified ; for the 
contra-remonſtrants did not {imply refuſe to deal in 
the point of reprobation; neither did the magiſtrate 
command them to do it, as now he had commanded 
them And thus much did ſome of the ſecular de- 
puties ſtand up and give witneis unto, Epiſcopius 
here urged ſome words out of the conference to prove 
what was ſaid; but what theſe words were 1 could 
not take. The praeſ-s went forward to propoſe the 
interrogatories: Goſwinus and Neranus anſwered as 
their fellows had formerly done. liaacus Frederici 
urged for himſelf, that when he was removed from 
being a member of the ſynod he was commanded 
* conjungere ſe citatis :* this he could not do, if thus 
he was commanded to anſwer for himſelf alone. The 
pracſes anſwered, that by the decree of the States 
they were accounted no collage; but only as they 
were cited, ſo were they to anger gitatim and by 
poll, Aad as for t{aacus, fince he knew that the ſy- 
nod accounted of him as of one of the citati, he 
could not be ignorant that his quality was the ſame 
with theirs Iſaacus anſwered, that he had evermore 
been averſe from ſudden diſputations, and therefore 
he meant not to anſwer. Here it was denied by ſome 
of the remonſtrants, that the States had made any 
decree that they ſhould thus give anſwer capltatim. 
The delegates for the ſeculars ſtood up, and figaified 
viva vice, that they had decreed it, Epiſcopius an- 
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ſyered, that the ſcribe (Heinſius) uſed ſome fucl, 


words, but he took it to have been only ſome phraſe 
of Heinſius, not any decree of the lords, Heinſius 
replied, that he did nothing but what he was com- 
manded. Epiſcopius proteſted, that till that hour 
Le never heard, that by any decree of the States, they 
were enjoined to anſwer thus ſingly, and by poll. 
Poppius ſigniſied, that he thought it a thing very ua- 
befitting both his age and his miniſtry, to ſubmit him- 
ſelf to ſuch a paedag:gica collatio, as ſometimes by 
Martinus Gregorii it had been ſtiled. The pracſes 
then askt them all in general, whether they did per- 
ſilt in this their anſwer ? They all replied, Yea. The 
remonſtrants therefore being diſmiſt, the praeſes re- 
quired the ſynod to think what courſe they would 
take to procced, proteſting that he thought that all 
Ubcriy befitting was granted unto them: and calling 
in tue remvnltrants again, and adviſing them to con- 
fi ter what icy did; they all replied, that they were 
reſolved, * non capitatim, ſed conjunctim reſpondere.” 
1he preſident of the politics commanded them, that, 
without peculiar leave granted, none of them ſhculd 
go out of the town. The praeſes eccleſiaſticus ad- 
viling the ſynod to think of ſome courſe of gathering 
the remonſtrants opinions out of their books, ſince 
they could not get them from themſelves, diſmiſt 
the company, | 

The ſame day after dinner was there a ſeſſion, but 
very private, neither was any ſtranger permitted to 
be there, Wherefore a relation of that ſeſſion I mul 
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give only upon hearſay, which I would now have 


done, but that I haſten to the ſeſſion this morning. 


And I underſtand that the ſynod will diſpatch ſome 
of their company to the States General to ſignify how 
matters ſtand, and to know their further pleaſure, 1 
will here therefore ſhut up my letters, reſerving the 
reſt of the news till the next occaſion, and commend- 


ing your honour to God's good protection, I humbly 
take my leave, 


Dort this 17 of Your honour's chaplain, 
December, 1618. and bounden in all duty, 
Jo. HarEs. 


*** 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 
HE ſtate of our ſynod now ſuffers a great criſis, 

and one way or other there mult be an alte- 

ration. For either the remonſtrant muſt yield and 
ſubmit himſelf to the ſynod, of which 1 ſee no great 
probability: or elſe the ſynod mult vail to them, 
which, to do farther than it hath already done, 1 
ſee not how it can ſtand with their honour, How the 
caſe ſtood at the laſt Friday ſeſſion, your honour may 
perceive by my letters written upon Saturday, Three 
things there were mainly urged by the ſynod, and as 
mainly withſtood by the remonſtrants. The firſt was 
the point of order to be held in diſcuſſing the articles: 
whether the queſtion of reprobation were to be hand- 
led after the five articles, as the ſynod would haze 
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had it, becauſe it is none of the five points, and by 
order from the States nothing vught to be determined 
of till the firſt be diſcuſt: or whether it ſhould be 
handled in the firſt place, as the remonſtrants would 
have it, becauſe, as they pretended, their doubts lay 
eſpecially there, and that being cleared, they thought 
they ſhould ſhew good conformity in the reſt. The 
ſecond thing was the putting of interrogatories, which 
thing they much diſdained as pedagogical, The third 
was the liberty of diſputation which was to be given 
the remonſtrants, whether it were to be limited or 
circumſcribed by the diſcretion of the ſynod, or large 
and unlimited according as it pleaſed the remonſtants, 
So {trongly in theſe points did the remonſtrants with- 
ſtand the ſynod, that on Friday laſt it was verily 
thought they would have gone their way, and Jeft 
the commiſſioners to determine without them. But 
the ſynod bearing an inclination to peace, and wiſely 
conſidering the nature of their people, reſolved yet 
farther, thouzh they had yielded ſufficiently unto 
them already, yet to try a little more the rather to 
ſtay the clamour of the country, and cut off all ſuſ- 
ſpicion of partial dealing. And for this purpoſe cal- 
led a private ſeſion on Friday, in the evening, to mol- 
lify ſome thiags in their decress and proceedings, 
From that ſeſſion all itrangers were excluded, and 
what I write 1 do only upon relation Tue ſum of 
it was this, The pracſes much complained him of 
the perplexity he was in, by reaſon of the pertinacy 
of the remonſtrants. For ſaith he, if we labour to 
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keep them here they will be but a hinderance to us, 
as hitherto they have been; if we diſmiſs them, we 
ſhall hazard our credit among the people, as if we 
purpoſed only to do what we pleaſe. Whatſoever 
it is that here we do is, by ſome that come hither 
and write all they hcar, preſently eliminated and car- 
ried to them, which hath cauſed many hard reports 
to paſs of us, both with them and other where, He 
therefore commended to the ſynod to conſider whe- 
ther there might not be found ſome means of accom- 
modation, which might ſomewhat mollify the remon- 
ſtrant, and yet ſtand well with the honour of the ſy- 
nod. And firſt, to m ke way, they read the letters 
which in the morning, by public decree of the States, 
were forbidden to be read, (a pretty matter in ſo 
grave a place, to break thoſe edids. in the evening, 
which, but in the morning, had been fo ſolemnly pro- 
claimed,) and to ſpeak truth, their decrers have hi- 
therto been meer matter of formality, to afſright them 
a little, for none of them have becn kept; (as being 
found to be powder without ſhot, and give a clap 
but do no bam. The letters being read, they be- 
gan to deliver heir minds. Some thought the ſynod 
had been too favourable to the remonſlrants already, 
and that it were belt now not to hold them if they 
would be going, fince hitherto they had been, and, 
for any thing appeared to the contrary, meant here- 
after to be a hinderance to all peaceable and orderly 
proceedings. Others on the contrary thought fit that 
all ſhould be granted them which they required, to 
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ſurceaſe the interrogatories, to let them ſpeak of re- 
probation in what place, in what manner, and how 
much they pleaſed, fince this took from them all pre- 
tence of exception, and prejudiced not the ſynod's 
power of determining what they pleaſed. A third 
ſort thought it better to hold a middle courſe, and 
under colour of explanation to mollify ſome of their 
decrees. This ſort prevailed, and accordingly it was 
concluded, that the decree of the ſynod (of this de- 
cree I gave your honour the ſum in my Saturday let- 
ters) made in the morning ſhould be more largely and 
Ggnificantly drawn, and withal in it ſhould be expreſt 
how far it pleaſed the ſynod to be indulgent unto the 
remonſtrants in the points in queſtion, The forcipn 
divines were requelted, that they would conceive ſome 
reaſons by way of anſwer to theſe late exceptions of 
the remonſtrants, and give them up in writing the 
next ſeſſion, to try whether by theſe means they migiut 
make them a little to reſent, This is all was dove 
that ſeſſion, which though it ſcem but little, yet be- 
ing handled with much and long ſpeaking among ſo 
many, took up a Jong time, 

On Monday the 43 + of December, in the morning, 
the ſynod being ſat, Johannes Polyander made a La- 
tin ſermon. His theme was the ſeventh verſe of the 
two and ſiftieth cf Iſaiah. How beautiful upon the 
mountains, &c.“ He ſpake much of the greatneſs of 
eccleſiaſtical function; firlt, in regard of their dignity 
in the word beautiful; ſecondly, of their induſtry in 
che word moaytains, which argues them either to be 
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ſhepherds or watchmen ; thirdly, of the ſuavity of 
their doctrine in the word peace and gyod things; af- 
ter this he fell pathetically to bewail the torn ſtate 
of the Belgie churches; and to commend the diligence 
of the ſynod in endeavouring to eſtabliſh their church- 
es peace. This was the ſum of bis ſermon, it being 
oy a paſhionate (train, and containing nothing much 
remarkable either for doctrine or news, The pracſes 
in the name of the ſynod gave him great thanks: and 
fignifed that he had many cauſes * ſperare optima 
* quacque de ſynodo:* but that God's good Spirit 
was indeed amongſt them, he gathered eſpecially by 
this argument, that ſo many learned and pious ſer- 
mons had in this place been lately made, and fo he 
diſmiſt the company. 

Concerning Monſieur Moulins propoſition, of which 
your honour required my opinion, thus I think, His 
project conſiſts of two heads, of a general confeſſion, 
and of a peaceable treaty for union with the Luthe- 
ran churches, I imagine that the generality of the 
confeſſions ma{t not include the Lutheran, For if 
it duth, then are both parts of his propoſition the 


ſame: it being the ſame thing to procure one general 


confeſſion of faith and a union, Suppong then that 
this confeſhon ſtretches not to them, 1 will do as Ju- 
piter doth in Homer, T4 reger wir £9we 1 , 
£76701 > arirevary, I will grant him one part and de- 
ny him the other, For a general confeſſion of faith, 
at lealt ſo far as thoſe churches ſtretch, who have 
delegates here in the ſynod, 1 think his project very 
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poſſible, there being no point of faith in which they 
differ. If therefore the churches ſhall give power to 
their delegates to propoſe it to the ſynod, 1 ſee no 
reaſon but it ſhould paſs, But I did not like the inti- 
mation concerning church government, It had I think 
been better not mentioned: not that I think it poſ- 
ſible that all churches can' be governed alike (for the 
French church being ſub cruce cannot well ſet up e- 
piſcopal juriſdiction) but becauſe it may ſeem to his 
majeſty of Great Britain, that his excepting the point 
of government might not proceed ſo much from the 
conſideration of the impoſſibility of the thing, as from 
want of love and liking of it in the perſon. Now for 
that part of the propoſition which concerns the Lu- 
theran, either it aims at an union in opinion, or a 
mutual toleration, The firſt is without all queſtion 
impoſſible. For in the point of the ſacrament and the 
dependencies from it, as the ubiquity of Chriſt's man- 
hood, the perſon of Chriſt, the communicatio idioma- 
tum, &c. Either they mult yield to us or we to them, 
neither of which probable, Their opinions have now 
obtained for a hundred years, ever ſince the beginning 
of the reformation, and are derived from the chief 
author of the reformation, It is not likely there- 
fore that they will eaſily fall that have ſuch autho- 
rity, and ſo many years to uphold them, But 1 ſup- 
poſe Monſieur Moulins intended only a mutual tole- 
ration; and be it no more, yet if we conſider the in- 
diſpoſition of the perſons with whom we are to dcal, 
I take this likewiſe to be impoſſible, The Lutherans 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 111 


are divided into two ſorts, either they are molliores, 
as they call them, or rigidi. What hope there may 
be of moderation in the fir{t, 1 know not, but in the 
ſecond we may well deſpair of, For they ſo bear 
themſelves, as that it is evident they would rather 
agree with the charch of Rome than with the Cal- 
viniſt. He that is converſant in the writings of Hun- 
nius and Grawerus will quickly think as I do, The 
firſt of which hath ſo bitterly written againſt Calvin, 
that Parſons the Jeſuit furniſht himſelf by compiling 
Hunnius his book, If the whole lump be leavened, 
as thoſe two pieces which 1 but now named, they 
are certainly too ſower for moderate men to deal with, 
The French wits are naturally active and projecting: 
and withal, carry evermore a favourable conceit to 
the poſſibility of their projects. Out of this French 
conceit 1 ſuppoſe proceeded this of M. Moulins, 

Mr. Dean went away to the Hague, giving notice 
to no man. I underſtood not till dinner that day of 
any intent he had to go. I wiſht him an ill journey 
for this diſcourteſy ; but I hope he had a good one, 
I fear I have well wearied your honour with theſe my 
long letters, I will therefore take my leave, commend- 
ing your Lordſhip to God's good protection. 


Dort this 4 of January, Nour honour's chaplain, 
Styla novo, 1619. and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. Hart s. 
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Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

HAT hath lately been done at the Hague in 

the buſineſs concerning our ſynod, and what 

decree the States have made to reſtrain the exorbi- 

tancy of the remonſtrants, I ſuppoſe is ſufficiently 

known unto your Lordſhip as a thing done in your 

preſence, So much therefore of it as ſhall ſerve the 

preſent purpoſe 1 will take, and leave the reſt to your 
honour's better knowledge. 

Upon Thurſday the third of January, /fylo novs, 
the commiſſioners being met, and the delegates ready 
to declare the pleaſure of the States, the remonſtrants 
being called in, two of them were found wanting, 
Iſaacus Frederici and Henricus Leo: for Iſaacus it 
was anſwered, that he had leave on Friday laſt of the 
praetor of the town to go abroad: for Leo it was an- 
ſwered, that they knew not where he was. Having 
ſent for Leo, and a while in vain expected him, the 
delegates proceeded to, declare the will of the Lords, 
and ſignified that the States allowed the proceedings 
of the ſynod, and commanded the remonſtrants to 
obey for the preſent, and whatſoever decrees hercaf- 
ter the delegates and ſynod ſhould enact; and if they 
refuſed to obey, they ſhould expect both civil and 
eccleſiaſtical cenſure, If this ſerved not, yet the ſy- 
nod ſhould go forward, and gather their opinions out 
of their books and writings; that the remoni:rants 
ſhould be commanded to remain in the town, and be 
ready to appear whenſoever the ſynod ſhould ſummon 
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them, and anſwer plainly and directly to ſuch inter“ 
rogatories as it ſhould pleaſe the ſynod to propoſe 
them, This firſt was read in Dutch, and afterwards, 
for the information of the foreigners, it was put into 
Latin, The praeſes then put to them that queſtion 
which, in one of the former ſeſſions, he had propo- 
ſed, viz, Whether or no they did acknowledge the 
articles ſet down in the Fague-Conference to contain 
their opinions, and amongit the reſt, that firſt cons 
cerning election, which by the ſcribe was read unto 
them out of the book. Epiſcopius beginning to make 
anſwer, Martinus Gregor commanded that their an- 
ſwers ſhould be taken and ſæt down in their own 
words, Epiſcopius his anſwer was this. Omni- 
bus in timore Domini expenſis, et adjunctis etiam 
ad Deum precibus, non poſſum impetrare ab anima 
* mea, ut aliam agendi rationem ſequar, quam eam 
quae ultimo reſponſo meo exhibita eſt,” This their 
anſwer, of which he ſpeaks, was given on Saturday 
laſt, as I have informed your honour, and it was this, 
that except the ſynod in anteceſſum, as they ſpeak, 
would beforehand promiſe them that they ſhould have 
free liberty to propoſe their own opinion of reproba- 
tion, and refute the contra- remonſtrants doctrine in 
that point, together with the doQrine of all thoſe 
whom the contra remonſtrants held for orthodox, and 
that as far as they pleaſ-d without receiving any check. 
from the ſynod, they were reſolved to go no further, 
The ſame was the anſwer of the reſt, with ſome al- 
teration of words; for they were queſtioned one by 
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one, every one by himſelf. Holdingerus anſwered, 
that he could not eam recipere legem, eamque in- 
« gredi viam.“ which tended openly to the ruin and 
oppreſſion of the better cauſe. For by ſo doing he 
ſhould grievouſly wound his conſcience before God, 
and caſt irreparabile ſcandalum before the true wor- 
ſhippers of God, Imitabor itaque exemplum Chri- 
© ſti: ſilebo, et omnem eventum commendabo illi, qui 
* yenturus eſt ad judicandum vivos et mortuos.” Ne- 
ranus ſpake after the ſame manner, and added, that 
the reaſons why they thus thought themſelves bound 
to anſwer they had exhibited this morning to the ſe- 
cular delegates. Poppius gave anſwer thus, Reſpon- 
deo, cum debita erga ſummas poteſtates reverentia, 
© me invocato fandiiimo Dei nomine, et re tota e- 
© tiam atque etiam expenla apud animum meum, non 
* poſſe deſiſtere ab ultimo meo reſponſo. Fxhibui- 
mus rationes dominis delegatis in quibus etiamnam 
© acquieſco, certo perſuaſus id quod facio Deo optimo 
© maximo et Chriſto J-ſu probatum iri.“ Martinus 
Gregorii adviſed him here to bethink himſelf a little 
whether or no he ſpake not theſe words in paſſion (for 
he ſeemed to be ſomewhat choleric.) He replied, 
that he ſpake them with his belt advice. The prae- 
ſes perceiving that they were reſolved not to anſwer, 
concluding the queſtions which he had propoſed, 
thought that the ſynod might without ſcruple accept 
of the firſt article in their remonſtrance at the Hague 
for their proper tenent. He proceeded therefore to 
propoſe unto them another interrogatory : Whether 
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or no that decree, which they ſpake of in that firſt 
article, did contain the whole decree of election, and 
ſo were the main ground of Chriſtianity ; or whether 
there were not ſome decree beſides this. The beha- 
viour and anſwers of the remonſtrants carried the 
ſame copy of countenance with the former, and Pop- 
pius plainly anſwered, © Quia conſ-ientiae meae a ſys 
* nodo non habetur ratio, non expecto ab ea inſtruc- 
* tionem in veritate: ideoque conſultum non eſt re- 
ſpondere. The praeſes then citing ſome texts out 
of Johannes Arnoldi, and Arminius, and the Hague- 
Conference, concluded that it was their opinion, that 
beſides that decree, mentioned in the conference, they 
acknowledged no farther decree of election. In the 
third place this queſtion was put to the remonſtrants, 
Whether, when they taught that God choſe man 
* propter fidem praeviſam,” this were not rather to be 
called an election of (faith) than of the perſon; ſince 
the perſon was choſen for the qualities ſake, But 
they were ſtill the ſame. Neranus was the man that 
gave it, but it was the common anſwer of them all, 
* $i liceat nobis de reprobatione, et contra- remon- 
* ſtrantium ſententia ſuper ea agere quantum nobis 
* conſcientia noſtra et eccleſiarum noſtrarum aedifi- 
* catio perſuadebit ſufficere, et hoc nobis in anteceſ- 
* ſum promittatur, libenter ad quacſita reſpondebi- 
mus: ſi minus, ſilere malumus. Now becauſe they 
had often appealed to their reaſons exhibited in ſcrip- 
to to the ſecular delegates that morning, the dele- 
gates thought good to read the writing in the au- 
H 2 
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dience of the ſynod, It contained almolt no new 
thing, but was a repetition of their old exceptions, 
that their liberty was prejudiced, that the ſynod was 
pars adverſa, (and for farther illuſtration of this, they 
reckoned up all the ſharp ſpeeches that either Scul- 
tetus or the divines of Geneva, or any other had u- 
ſed againſt them) that their conſciences would not 
allow of this manner of proceeding, &c. 

This laſt night was there a private meeting, not by 
way of ſeſſion, but only it was a conference to which 
ſome of the graver and diſcreeter of the ſynod were 
called. The end was only to adviſe what courſe is 
beſt to be holden in the following diſputations. It 
was thought fit that the remonſtrants ſhould always 
be preſent at their meetings; and queſtions ſhould be 
propoſed them, but the ſynod ſhould proceed whe- 
ther they anſwered or no: and fo they concluded of 
a courſe to gather their opinions out of their books, 
Mr. Amyes will inform your Lordſhip more largely 
peradventure in ſome farther circumſtances. His ſud- 
den and unexpected departure hath made me ſcrible 
up this more rudely and conciſely than I had mtend- 
ed, becauſe I was loth to miſs of ſo good a meſſen- 
ger. Wherefore I ceaſe any further to trouble your 
honour, and remit you to Mr, Amyes' larger relation. 


Dort this 4 of Fan. Your honeur's chaplain, and 
nis. bounden in all duty and ſervice, 


John HALES, 
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Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 
PON Wedneſday the ninth of January, /?y/o 
novo, the ſynod met not at all. Time was 
given the deputies to adviſe of the theſes which were 
to be handled: only at night the Engliſh went in 
private to the praeſes to conſult what manner of pro- 
ceeding were fitteſt to be uſed. What counſel they 


gave him I know not; but this I ſee, that the courſe 


he taketh is not altogether ſo well approved by them. 
Upon Thurſday the tenth of January the commiſſio- 
ners met in the morning in private, where Mr. Prae- 
ſes propoſed unto them four things to be conſidered 
of. Firlt, whether or no the theſes, propoſed by him 
formerly, did ndt perfectly contain the opinion of the 
remonſtrants. Secondly, © An electio fit una an mul- 
* tiplex,” that ſo he might exclude the remonſtrants 
diviſion of election in © revocabilem et irrevocabilem, 
* completam et incompletam, &, Thurdly, © An e- 
lectio fit ex fide et obedientia, an potius ad fidem 
* et obedientiam.” For this is one main point of d:f- 
ference : the remonſtrant teaches, that God foreſaw 
only who would believe, and ſo ordained and elected 
only to glory: the contra-remonſtrant teacheth, that 
God ordained who ſhould believe, and fo predelti- 
nated and elected both to grace and glory. The 
fourth thing propoſed was concerning the means how 
true believers become ſure of their ſalvation. After 
this, the ſynod was requeſted to deliver themſelves 
concerning a method of propoſing and examining the 
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theſes propoſed. The greateſt part of chem liked 
well of that form which the praeſes propoſed. The 
Engliſh, the South-Hollanders, and Feſtus Hommius 
conccived ſeverally a form of theſes, every man ac- 
cording to his diſcretion, and exhibited them to the 
judgment of the ſynod, and had them publicly read: 
this was the ſum of that meeting. A copy of the 
theſes drawn by our Engliſhmen I will ſend your ho- 
nour, as ſoon as I can procure the ſight of them, 

The ſame day, at evening, the deputics met in pri- 
vate as before. They continued yet their conſulta- 
tion upon the point of manner of proceeding. The 
pracſes invented certain new interrogatories and pro- 
pounded them to the ſynod to know their minds, 
whether it were not fit to propoſe them to the re- 
monſtrants. There was great doubt whether this 
were a thing fit to be done, ſince it is not likely that 
the remonſtrants behaviour in this behalf will be any 
other than hitherto it had been, This queſtion, as 
it ſeems, was the greateſt part of their conſultation, 
It was at length concluded, that the remonſtrants 
ſhould be called in, and the interrogatories put to 
them the next ſeſſion. This morning therefore we 
look for an open ſeſſion, where we ſhall underſtand 
the laſt night's interrogatories, and the whole buſineſs 
of that ſeſſion, For I mult confeſs I do not well con- 
ceive what was then done, or to what purpoſe, [1 
perceive there is ſome variance about their form of 
proceeding : Mr. Praeſes is deſirous that the courſe he 
bath thought of may take place ; the Engliſh and 0- 
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thers that ſome more ready and compendious way 
may be taken, What will be the iſſue of it I can- 
not yet conjecture; as ſoon as I can underſtand any 
thing I will acquaint your honout, till when I humbly 
take my leave, 


Dort, this Fo of Your Honour chaplain, and 
Zan. 1619. baunden in all duty, and ſervice, 


Jo. HALEsS. 


I ſuppoſe Mr. Amyes can better inform your honour 
of this laſt night's buſineſs, He hath been much 
with the praeſes, and I imagine underſtands moſt 
of his inteat, 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 
T hath pleaſed the ſynod at length finally to diſ- 
charge themſelves of the remonſtrants, and to 
proceed, according as they had projected, by gather- 
ing their opinions out of their books. The manner 
of their diſmiſſion was this. Upon Monday the Fr 
of January, the commiſſioners being ſet, the praeſes 
politicus made a ſhort ſpeech to this purpoſe, , That 
they had hitherto laboured as much as in them lay 
to have the decree of the eltates to be kept, and to 
bring the remonſtrants to ſome reaſonable reſolution, 
And for this purpoſe had upon Saturday laſt, in the 
afternoon, convented them, and adviſed them to give 
up their opinions quietly, orderly, freely, and to re- 
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fute the contrary as much as they thought fit, reſerv- 
ing always to the ſynod authority to judge of what 
was convenient, what was ſufficient, without which it 
eould be no ſynod, That they had undertaken in 
their behalf that the ſynod ſhould ſo manage the bu- 
ſinefs that they ſhould have no juſt cauſe to complain, 
But all this labour was loſt, neither would they be 
brought to relinquiſh their former plea; for in a writ- 
ing exhibited unto them they ſignified ſo much in ef- 
fe&, in which writing they referred themſelves to 
ſuch conditions as had been by them, partly ſcripts, 
partly viva voce, formerly required. Wherefore they 
thought fit that it ſhould be propoſed to the ſyrod 
to judge whether or no there had not been ſufficient 
order taken to give contentment to the remonſtrants, 
if ar leaſt any thing could content them. Yet they 
thought it convenient once more to call the remon- 
ſtrants before them, to ſee whether they would leave 
their holdfaſt and ſubmit to the ſynod. If no, then 
they ſhould without any farther delay proceed to 
judge of their opinions by collecting them out of their 
writings. This was the ſum of that ſpeech. The 
writing mentioned by the praeſes politicus, in his 
ſpcech, was then read, firſt in Dutch, then in Latin, 
in which the remonſtrants declared, that they would 
ſubmit themſclves to the ſynod upon ſuch conditions 
as had been formerly required, otherwiſe no. After 
this was the ſynod requeſted to deliver their opinions, 
whether order, ſufficient to content the remonſtrants, 


had not been taken, It was judged generally that 
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more could not be granted them than had already 
been, which was they thought abundantly ſufficient, 
Scultetus did in bricf give as it were an hiſtory or 
rather an inventory of the remonſtrants behaviour 
ſince their firſt appearance before the ſynod, and ſhew- 
ed how contumeliouſly they had handled it, how they 
had conte:nned the decrees of the ſeculars and of the 
ſynod, that they had abuſed them with lies, deceit- 
ful ſpeeches, &c. And concluded, that it was unfit 
the ſynod ſhould farther condeſcend unto them, When 
the foreigners had ſpoken, it was thought ſufficient, 
neither did the praeſes proceed to ask the judgment 
of the provincials, knowing belike before what it was. 
The remonſtrants then being called in, the praeſes 
ſignified to them that upon Friday morning they had 
given good hope of peaceable dealing, and at leaſt 
in ſhew ſeemed to forego ſuch conditions as they had 
formerly claimed, he was now in the name of the ſy- 
nod to require them to anſwer categorically, yea or 
no, an voluit ſimpliciter et fine conditione parere 
* decreto ordinum et ſynod: et ita ſimpliciter venire 3 
© in rem praeſentem.“ The remonſtrants, for anſwer, 1 
require that they may be permitted to read a ſhort 
writing which they had conceived. It was anſwered, 
that it needed not; there was no more required but 
their yea or no: but they perſiſted in their propoſal. 
The writing was taken and delivered to the ſeculars 
to be peruſed, and they commanded to withdraw, 
Their writing was read, wherein having ſignified how 
welcome the moderation, held by the foreigners late- | 
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ly, was unto them; whereas they were enjoined to 
obey the ſynodical decree, or look for puniſhment : 
their anſwer was, that it could not ſtand with their 
conſcience to promiſe obedience to all ſynodical de- 
crees, ſince many of them ſtood not with common 
equity; and as for mul& and puniſhment, they left 
it to the diſcretion of thoſe to whoſe government 
they were ſubject; they would provide their patience, 
That they intend not to conteſt with the ſynod con- 
cerning order: that they promiſed to ſubmit : but 
with ſuch conditions as. they had heretofore mention- 
ed. Thus, as the praeſcs ſaid, what they gave with 
one hand with the other they took away again. The 
remonſtrants being again called in, they were asked 
every man whether they acknowledged this anſwer, 
They all replied they did: and ſo were commanded 
to ſubſcribe their names to ir, which forwith was 
done, The praeſes then beſpake them on this man- 
ner, The moderation of the foreigners, which you 
* ſo much extolled, procceded out of their error, 
* which, to-day having underſtood, they have pro- 
* nounced concerning you another ſentence.” 

pon Friday laſt, when you ſeemed to diſclaim 
all illimited liberty, and gave hope of ſome con- 
* formity, they dealt with the ſynod in favour of 
* you: but to-day, underſtanding you to abuſe the 
* ſynod, and fly back again to your former claim, 
© they all with one conſent think you 7n:dignos e 
* quibuſcum diutius res agatur. One amongſt them 
* there is who hath taken the pains to map out your 
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behaviour ſince your firſt footing in the ſynod. 
pretend you what you will, the true cauſe of this 
* your indiſpoſition is this, that you take the ſynod 
for the adverſe part, and account yourſelves in e- 
qual place with them, this conceit hath manifeſted 
* itſelf in all your actions. Theſes upon the queſti- 
© on in controverſy you gave up, but ſo confuſed, ſo 
© nothing to the purpoſe, that no uſe can be made of 
* them, The decrees of the ſynod you have openly 
* contemned. The interrogatories put you, you have 
© refuſed to anſwer, Your citatory letters notwith- 
© (tanding the ſenſe of them was expounded by thoſe 
* who gave them, and therefore beſt knew it, you 
have interpreted as you liſt, and profeſt that you 
© will proceed according to your own judgment, and 
© not according to the judgment of the ſynod, At 
© length, on Friday laſt you ſeemed to lay by your 
* claim of illimited liberty, and give ſome hope of 
* ſome conformity; but all this in your writing now 
* exhibited you have retracted, The ſynod hath 
dealt mildly, gently, and favourably with you; but 

* finceritati, lenitati, manſuetudini Synodi, fraudes, 
artet, et mendacia opp9ſuiſtis, 1 will diſmiſs you 
* with no other elogy than one of the foreigners gave 
* you, quo coepiſtis pede eodem cedite, with a lie you 
* made your entrance into the ſynod, with a lie you 
* take your leave of it, in denying lately that ever 
* you proteſted yourſelves provided to give anſwer on 
* the articles, or to have had any ſuch writing ready, 
* which all the ſynod knows to be falſe, Your ac» 
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* tions all have been full of fraud, equivocations, and 
* deceit, That therefore the ſynod may at length 
* piouſly and peaceably proceed to the perfecting of 
* that buſineſs for which it is come together, you are 
* diſmiſt, But aſſure you the ſynod ſhall make known 
* your pertinacy to all the Chriſtian world : and 
know, that the Belgie churches want not arma /fi- 
* ritualia, with which, in time convenient, they will 
proceed againſt you. Quamobrem vos delegatorum 
* et ſynodi nomine dimitto, exite,” So with much 
muttering the remonſtrants went out; and Epiſcopius, 
going away, ſaid, Dominus Deus judicabit de frau- 
* dibus et mendaciis: Sapma, Exeo ex eccleſia ma- 
* lignantium :* and ſo the ſynod brake up. 

The ſame day at night there was a private ſeſ- 
ſion; what was done in it I underſtand not yet. 
conjecture it was concerning the order of proceeding, 
As ſoon as I ſhall underſtand what was done I will 
acquaint your Lordſhip with it, and till then I hum- 
bly take my leave, 


Dort this F5 of Your honour's chaplain, and 
Jan. 1619. beunden in all duty, 


Jo. HaLts. 


— — — 


Right Honourable, my very good Lord, 

INCE the diſmiſſion of the remonſtrants there 
hath not been any public ſeſſion, and as I con- 

jecture for a while will not be, They are altogether 
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in conſultation concerning their order of proceeding, 
and in gathering materials out of the remonſtrants 
books, whence they may frame their theſes and pro- 
poſitions which muſt be the ſubje& of their diſputa- 
tion, This they purpoſe, as I conceive, to do through- 
out all the five articles, before they come to the open 
diſcuſſing of any one, for they are paſt from the firſt 
and gone on to the ſecond. So that till this conſul- 
tation be ended there will not be any great occaſion 
of news. | 
Againſt Mr. Praeſes ſo rough handling the remon- 
ſtrants at their diſmiſſion, there are ſome exceptions 
taken by the deputies themſelves. The foreigners 
thick themſelves a little indirectly dealt withal, in 
that it being propoſed to the whole ſynod to paſs 
their judgment concerning the behaviour of the re- 
monſtrants, the provincials were not at all required 
to ſpeak, and by theſe means the envy of the whole 
buſineſs was derived upon the foreigners. W herez3 
on the contrary when the like queſtion was propoſed 
formerly, and the foreigners had ſpoken very favou- 
rably in the remonſtrants behalf, the provincials ſtruck - 
in, and eſtabliſhed a rigid ſentence againſt the foreign- 
ers liking. So that there is little regard given to the 
judgment of the foreigners, except they ſpeak as the 
provincials would have them. Again, upon the Tueſ- 
day ſeſſion in the morning, there being a repetition 
made, according to the cuſtom of the late ſynodical 
acts, when they came to the act of the remonſtrants 
diſmiſſion, Lud. Croſius of Breme ſignified, that he 
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perceived that My Praeſes in that buſineſs had been 


paulo commotior, and had let flip verba quaedam a- 


cerba, which might well have been ſpared: that in 
ſo great an act, as that was, a little more advice and 
conſideration might have been uſed, The ſynod ought 
to have been conſulted with, and a form of diſmiſſion 
conceived and approved of by all, which ſhould, in 
the name of the ſynod, have been pronounced and 
regiſtered ; whereas now the ſynod ſtands indicted of 
all that unneceſſary roughneſs which then was prac- 
tiſed. It had ſtood better with the honour of the 
ſynod to have held a more peaceable and paſſionleſs 
order. The praeſes replied, that for diſmiſſing the 
remonſtrants without a ſynodical form, it was from 
the ſecular lords, who willed him immediately to pro- 
ceed, What his apology was for his paſſionate ſpeech- 
es I know not. The ſeſſion was in private, and I 
have nothing but by relation, I hear nothing yet 
from Mr. Praeſes concerning the French project: as 
ſoon as I ſhall hear ought, 1 will not fail to acquaint 
your honour, till when I humbly take my leave, 


Dort n January, Your honour's chaplain, and 
. bounden in all duty, 


Jo. HaLizs, 


The bringer of this letter is Sir John Berk's ſon, 
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Rizht Honourable, my very good Lord, 

hor honour ſhall here receive the decree of 

the ſynod, mentioned in my laſt letters, con- 
taining the form of proceeding which they will hold 
in diſcuſſing the articles. The morning they mean the 
deputies ſhall ſpend in private. After dinner, in open 
ſynod, the chief places of ſcripture upon which the 
remonſtrant grounds himſelf ſhall be opened, and an- 
ſwers framed to the arguments drawn from thence, 
According to which reſolution they began to proceed 
upon Thurſday the i of January in the evening, 
The queſtion propoſed then was, * An praeter decre- 
tum de ſalvandis fidelibus, nullum fit aliud decre- 
© tium electionis.“ The remonſtrant affirms there is 
none, and for this produces certain places of ſcrip- 
ture, The contra-remonltrant grants that there is 
ſuch a decrece, but withal contends that this is but 
a ſecondary decree. For God (faith he) ſirſt re- 
* ſolved upon the ſalvation of ſome certain ſingular 
* perſons; and, in the ſecond place, decreed to give 
* them faith, as a means to bring the former decree 
* to pals,” 

But befote this queſtion came on the ſtage, other 
things were done at that time. The ſynod there- 
fore being met, at the time mentioned, firſt, the let- 
ters from the States concerning Dr, Goad's admiſhon 
were read; and after that, ſome were ſent to his lodg- 
ing to conduct him to the ſynod, In the mean time, 
were there letters from Mr, Dean to the ſynod pro- 
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duced and read, together with a form of valediction 
and farewell by him conceived, I ſuppoſe Mr. Dean 
acquainted your honour with the thing whilſt he was 
with you, which is the cauſe I have not ſent a tran- 
ſcript of it: as ſoon as I underſtand your Lordſhip 
hath not ſeen it I will cauſe a copy of it to be taken, 
It was then concluded by the ſynod, that the praeſes 
and aſſeſſors, together with the ſecular fcribes, ſhould, 
after the ſynod was ended, repair to Mr, Dean and 
take their leave of him, in the name of all the reſt, 
and by him commend their love and ſervice unto his 
majeſty, and render him humble thanks for his prince- 
ly care. All which the ſame night was done. Now 
was Dr. Goad come to the ſynod, and according to 
the manner conducted to his ſeat; where being ſate, 
he made a ſhort ſpeech, which being ended, the ſy- 
nod proceeded to diſcuſs the queſtion above-mention- 
ed. The decree is, that the profeſſors ſhall expound 
thoſe places of ſcripture on which the remonſtrant 
builds. Wherefore Jo. Polyander, who is the ſenior 
profeſſor, being abſent, Sibrandus Lubbertus, who is 
the next in order, took the queſtion, and anſwered 
ſuch texts as were urged by the adverſary, one out 
of John iii, 36. * Qui credit in filium habet vitam 
aeternam: qui non credit non videbit vitam, ſed ira 
© Dei manet ſuper eo: another out of Epheſ. i. 4. 
© Elegit nos in Chriſto ante jacta mundi fundamenta: 
a third out of Heb, xi. Impoſſibile eſt ſine fide pla- 
© cere Deo.“ The ſum of Sibrandius his anſwer at 
that time I cannot give, For being misinformed that 
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it would be but a private ſeſſion, I was not at it, 
Beſides Sibrandus no man ſpake any thing that night, 
As ſoon as he had done, it was ſignified by the prae- 
ſes that the Campenſes, who were lately cited, were 
now ready to make their appearance, It was con- 
cluded, that becauſe the buſineſs of the ſynod ſhould 
nct be interrupted, certain out of the company ſhould 
be appointed to hear the cauſe, and make relation of 
it to the ſynod: So the pracſes concluded the ſeſſion 
with a praycr, in which he prayed for Mr. Dean's 
health, and for the good ſuccels of h's journey, This 
was the ſum of whit was then done, and ſo I end, 
committing your hunour to God's good protection. 


Dort this i of Tour honour's chaplain, and 
January, 1019. Gounden in all duty and ſervice, 


Jo. HaLts, 


— — — 


Right Homaurable, and my very good Lord, 

r Wedneſday the 4% of January, there was 

no ſeſſion at all in the moi ning. lu the even- 
ing there was one, but in private. In this they have 
concluded the queſtion about their manner of pro» 
ceeding. There was a form conceived and conclud- 
ed upon, and tranſcribed by all the deputies. They 
concluded likewiſe their theſes upon the fitſt article, 
which they purpoſe publicly to diſcuſs. It was late 
in the evening ere this ſeſſion was done, ſo that 1 
could not get the copies of cither of theſe ; but in 

I 
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my morrow letters Iwill not fail, by God's grace; 
to ſend your honour the tranſcripts of them, beſides, 
there were ſome things of ſmaller weight adilcd of, 
Firſt, whether in delivering of their judgments upon 
the articles in controverſy, the foreigners ſhould be- 
gin as hitherto they had done. The provincials at 
firſt ſtrained courteſy, and thought it no point of good 
manners to take precedency of the forcigners : but 
it is concluded they muſt, as being better tried in 
theſe controverſies than the foreigners are, and there- 
fore meet it was they ould give them more time to 
adviſe, The ſecond thing propoſed was concerning 
their auditory. For they queſtioned, whether they 
ſhould admit of hearers, or do all in private. Old 
Sibrandus was very hot againſt the anditory, and 
thought it not fit that any care ſhould be had of them, 
as being only © mulicerculac, et pauculi juvenes in- 
* cauti,” There is ſome reaſon of this complaint of 
his, for many youths, yea and artificers, and 1 know 
not what rabble befides, thruit in and trouble the 
place. As for women, whole troops of them have 
been ſeen there, and the belt places for ſpectators re- 
ſerved for them, Which thing mult needs expoſe 
the ſynod to the ſcorn of thuſe who ly in wait to 
take exception againſt it, But the ſynod hath de- 
termined in favour of their auditory, that ſeſſions con- 
ſultatory and proviſional ſhall be private, but ſefhons 
wherein they diſcuſs and conclude ſhall be public, 
Meetings hereafter will not be ſo frequent, for men 
will take more time to adviſe, This is the ſum, a8 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 1317 


fir as I can learn, of what was done at that time, 
To-morrow your Lordſhip ſhall receive farther infor- 
mation, till which time I humbly take my leave, 


Dort this KA of Your Lyrdſhip's chaplain, 
January, 1619. and bounden in all duty, 


Jo. HALESs. 


The Synodical Decree of the ſixth of January, 
concerning the manner of handling the five 
Articles, 


* COLLATIS diligenter per D. Praeſidem, aſſoſſo- 
res et ſcribas ex praeſcripto illuſtrium DD. Dele- 
* gatorum ſuffragiis omnibus, tum ſcripto tum viva 
voce heri ac nudiustertius in veneranda hac ſynodo 
* diftis ſuper modo agendi circa examen et judicium 
* quinque articulorum : compertum eſt plurimis pla- 
* cere, ut ſingula quamprimum collegia ad examen il- 
lud inſtituendum judiciumque formandum ſerio fe 
* accingant, Ac primo quidem loco in manus ſumant 
* primum articulum. In cujus examine, ut et dein- 
* ceps in caeterorum, ad interrogatoria et theſes a D. 
Praeſide dictata, ut et poſtea dictanda, quilibet in 
* primis attendat. Si quis tamen plura, quae ad fen- 
* tentiam remonſtrantium proponeadam et explican- 
* dam facere poſſunt, quae forte in theſibus et inter- 
* rogatoriis iſtis indicata non ſuit addere velit et poſ- 
* fit, id cuique liberum relinquatur: et ut privatim 
* fingula collegia ante meridiem de hoc examine co- 
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gitabunt; ita poſt meridiem ne ſynodus intermiſſa, 
ac nulla auditorum ſpectatorumque ex omnibus paſ- 
ſim oris quotidie accurrentium ratio h1bert videatur, 
publicus, niſi omnino res ipſa aliud poſtulaverit, con- 
ventus celebrabitur : in quo potiſſima remonſtranti- 
um argumenta maxime ex ſ{cripturis deſumpta, ipſo- 
rumque adeo ad contrariae ſententiae argumenta ma- 
xime ex ſcripturis deſumpta reſponſiones proponen- 
tur et excutientur, praeeuntibus DD. Doctoribus a: 
Profeſſoribus nunc noltratibus, nunc exteris ad ar- 
bitrium D. Praefidis : relicta interim ſingulis liber- 
tate dictis addendi, et ſuam etiam de praepoſitis ar- 
gumentis fententiam dicendi. Quare neceſſe quo- 
que erit ut quilibet ſerio de argumentis iſtis et re- 
ſponſionibus apud ſe cogitet ac meditetur. Dabit 
autem operam D. Pracſes ſingulis ſeſſionibus, ut ea 
de quibus proxima ſeſhone erit agendum univerſae 
ſynodo ſigniſicet. Ac ſi quis fuctit, qui de quo- 
quam, quod forte a D. Pracfide monitum non fue- 
rat, judicium {ynodi audire ſua vel aliorum cauſa 
deſideret, ejus, fi privatim D. Pracſidem appellave- 
rit, ratio habebitur, prout ipſe adhibito conſilio al- 
ſeſſorum et ſcribarum, ac ſi opus fuerit plurium, ex 
uſu ſynodi, aut rei de qua agitur, eſſe exiſtimaverit. 
judicium formatum de quolibet articulo, additis ra- 
tionibus quibus ſubnixum eſt, praeſidi privatim ex- 


© hibebitur aſſervandum, donec de omnibus articuls 
* judicium formatum et ſimiliter exlubicum fuerit. 
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Right Honourable, and my very goed Lord, 

FT TPON Friday the g of January, in the evening, 

the ſynod being met, Doctor Gomarus anſwer- 
ed ſome parts of ſcripture laid hold of by the remon- 
ſtrayrs, after the ſame manner as Dr, Sibrandus had 
done the night before. The places by him diſcuſt were 
for the molt part the ſame which in the former ſeſſion 
had been handled. The order of diſcuſſing theſe ar- 
guments 1s by continued diſcourſe after the manner 
of Latin ſermons, or rather of divinity lectures, ſuch 
as are read in our ſchools. In one thing the diſere- 


tion of both theſe doors was much approved. For 


both of them holding that extreme and rigid tenent, 
which Beza and Perkins firſt of all acquainted the 
world with, yet notwithſtanding they held an unpar- 
tial and even courſe, and never ſtruck upon it. When 
Gomarus had ſpoken towards an hour and half, my 
Lord Biſhop delivered himſelf concerning the mean- 
ing of the ſame places of ſcripture, and after him 
certain other of the foreign divines. After this ſame 
copy will all the news be yet this ten days or more, 
and theſe evening ſeſſions are only to entertain the 
auditory, not to determine any thing at all, Each 
company mult in private conceive and ſet down in 
writing their cpinion concerning the articles; and 
when they have ſo done, the writings muſt be exhi- 


bited to the ſynod, and out of them muſt be gather- 


ed the concluſion which muſt ſtand for good. This 
is a thing which will require ſome good time: and in 
1 3 
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the mean while, beſides theſe theological lectures, 
there ſhall be nothing done publicly in the ſynod, 
The ſame day at night Biſterfeldius, one of the de- 
putics lately come out of Naſſau, died When his 
funeral will be 1 know not. Upon Friday morning 
Mr Dean took his jouiney toward Middleburgh. Up— 
on Saturday there was no ſeſſion at all. Mr, Bal- 
canqual commends his ſervice unto your honour, and 
required me to ſignify to you thus much, that he had 
lately ſpoken with Mufius, but underſtood nothing by 
him conceruing the matter which your Lordſhip is 
privy to, He willed me moreover to inform your 
honour, that whereas you Jately ſpake to Mr. Dean 
to deal with Deodati, Mr. Dean by reaſon of his indiſ- 
poſition of body, and ſudden departure, found no means 
to talk with kim. Thus, with humble recommenda- 
tion of my ſervice to your honour, 1 take my leave, 


Dort this +5 of Tour honour's chaplain, and 
January, 1619. bounden in all duty and ſervice, 


Jo. Hals. 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 
HE errors of public actions (if they be not ve- 
ry groſs are with leſs inconvenience tolerated 
than amended, For the danger of alteration, of diſ- 
gracing and diſabling authority, makes that the for- 
tune of ſuch proceedings admits no regreſs, but be- 
ing once howſoever well or ill done, they muſt for 
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ever after be upheld, The molt partial ſpectator of 
our ſynodal acts cannot but confeſs, that in the late 
diſmiſlion of the remonſtrants, with ſo. much choler 
and heat, there was a great overſight committed, and 
that whether we reſpe& our common profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, quae nil niſi juſtum ſuadet et lene;' or 
the quality of this people apt to mutiny by reaſon of 
long liberty, and not having learnt to be imperiouſly 
commanded, in which argument the clergy, above all 
men, ought not to have read their firſt leſſon, The 
ſynod therefore, to whom it is not now 22: int:gro to 
look back and redify what is amiſs, without diſpa- 
ragement, mult now go forward and leave events to 
God, and for the countenance of their action do the 
beſt they may. For this purpoſe have they lately, 
by deputies appointed for that end, made a declara- 
tion of all their proceedings unto the States General, 
from whom they have procured a decrce for conſir- 
mation of them, which decree, upon Monday the ++ 
of Jan was publicly, firſt in Dutch, then in Latin, 
read at the ſynod ia the evening, The particulars of 
it { {14}] not need relate, as being ſufficiently known 
to your honour, The decree being pronounced, Hein- 
ſias firit Gomiied, that it had beep before in private 
mae known to -the remon{trants, and then in the 
name of the delegates warned the commiſhoners of 
the ſynod, Ut quam maturime et celerrime de iſtis 
* controverſiis ſtatuant, ut poſſiat tandem afllictis ec- 
* cleſiis Belgicts ſubvenire. I was very glad to hear 
that admonition, and it gives me hope that our ſynod 
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ſhall have end not long after Eaſter, at the fartheſt, 
After this did Thyſivs, another of the profeſſors, diſ- 
cuſs three other of the remonſtrants arguments taken 
out of the Hague-Conference, according to the ſame 
form as Sibrandus and Gomarus had done before, 
This being done, the prueſes required Jo. Polyander 
and Wallacus to provide to do the like upon Thurſ- 
day next in the evening (for before that time there 
is to be no public ſeſſion) and requeſting the company 
the next day to zccompany Biſterſieldius to his grave 
(which accordingly was done at the time appointed) 
he diſmiſt the meeting. So that till Thurſday next we 
are likely to underſtand no more news of the ſynod. 

I ſpake upon Tueſday with Mr. Praeſes concern- 
ing Moulins projet. His anſwer to me was this, 
that he communicated the thing with ſome of the 
diſcreeter of the ſynod, and that he had required my 
Lord Biſhop and Scultetus to conceive a form of pu- 
blic confeſhon, Which as ſoon as it ſhould be con- 
ceived and allowed of, by thoſe who ſhould in that be- 
half be conſulted withal, he would ſend a copy of it to 
your honour to be ſent to his majeſty, by him to be 
reviſed and altered according to his pleaſure, and ſo 
from him to be commended to the ſynod publicly. 
Which courſe he thinks will take good ſucceſs. As 
touching the point concerning the Lutherans, he thinks 
it not fit that any word at all be made, I dealt with 
Mr. Praeſes concerning a copy of Mr, Dean's vale- 
diction to the ſynod; he anſwered me, that he had de- 
lirered it to Dammanus the ſcribe to be copied out, 
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and as ſoon as it was done I ſhould have it to tran- 
ſcribe ; ſo ſoon therefore as 1 can procure the copy of 
it, I will not fail to ſend it to your Lordſhip, Mr. 
Dean, at his departure, had an honorarium beſtowed 
on him by the States. Heinſius the ſcribe came to 
his lodging to him, and making a ſhort ſpeech unto 
him preſented him, in the name of the States, with 
munuſculum, as he called it. What, or how much 
it was, no man knows. Thus, commending your ho- 
nour to God's good protection, 1 humbly take my 
leave, 


Dort this +5 of Your Honour chaplain, 
January, 1619. and bounden in all duty, 
Jo. HALEsS. 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 

PON Tueſday the ++ of this preſent, in the 
evening, for the debating of certain particular 

points of controverſy belonging to the firſt article, the 
ſynod came together in private, It hath been lately 
queſtioned, how Chriſt is ſaid to be ſundamentum e- 
lectionit. The doctrine generally received by the 
contra remonſtrants in this point is, that God firſt 
of all reſolved upon the ſalvation of ſome ſingular 
perſons; and in the ſecond place, upon Chriſt as a 
mean to bring this decree to paſs, So that with them 
God the Father alone is the author of our election, 
and Chriſt only the executioner, Others on the con- 
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trary teach, that Chriſt is ſo to be held fandamentun 
elstionis, as that he is not only the executioner of 
election, but the author and the procurer of it: for 
proof of which they bring the words of the apoſtle to 
the Epheſians, the firit chapter, * elegit nos in Chriſto, 
ante jacta mundi fundamenta. The expoſition cf 
this text was the eſpecial thing diſcuſſed at this meet- 
ing: and ſome taught, that Chriſt was ſundamentum 
eleHionis, becauſe he was primus electorum, or be: 
cauſe he is fundamentum electorum, but not eledtin- 
nis, or becauſe he is fundamentum beneficiorun, 
which deſcend upon us; others brookt none of thoſe 
reſtraints. Dr. Gomarus ſtands for the former ſen- 
tence, and in defence of it had ſaid many things cn 
Friday, This night Martinius of Breme being re- 
quired to ſpcak his mind, ſignified to the ſynod, that 
he made ſome ſcruple concerning the doctrine paſſant, 
about the manner of Chriſt's being fundamentum e- 
lectionis, and that he thought Chriſt not only the ef- 
fector of our election, but alſo the author and pro- 
curer thereof. Gomarus who owes the ſynod a ſhrewd 
turn, and then I fear me began to come out of debt; 
preſently, as ſoon as Martinius had ſpoken, ſtarts up, 
and tells the ſynod, * ego hanc rem in me recipio,' 
and therewithal caſts his glove, and challenges Mar- 
tinius with this proverb, Ecce Rhodum, ecce Sal- 
© tum,” and requires the ſynod to grant them a duel, 
adding, that he knew Martinius could ſay nothing in 


refutation of that doctrine. Martinius who gocs in 


aeGuipace with Gomarus in learning, and a little be- 
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fore him for his diſcretion, eaſily digeſted this affront, 
and after ſome few words of courſe, by the wiſdom 
of the praeſes, matters ſeemed to be little pacified, 


and ſo according to the cuſtom the ſynod with prayer 


concluded. Zeal and devotion had not ſo well allay- 
ed Gomarus his choler, but immediately after pray- 
ers he renewed his challenge and required combat 
with Martinius again; but they parted for that night 
without blows. Martinius, as it ſeems, is ſomewhat 
favourable to ſome tenents of the remonſtrants con- 
cerning reprobation, the latitude of Chriſt's merit, the 
ſalvation of infants, &c. and to bring him to ſome con- 
formity was there a private meeting of the foreign 
divines, upon Wedneſday moraing, in my Lord Bi- 
ſhop's lodging, in which thus much was obtained, that 
though he would not leave his concluſions, yet he 
promiſed moderation and temper in ſuch manner that 
there ſhould be no diſſenſion in the ſynod by reaſon 
of any opinion of his, 

Upon Thurſday the 35 of this preſent, the ſynod 
being met in the evening, Jo Polyander and Wallae- 
us undertook the defence of ſome places of ſcripture 
brought by the contra-remonſtrants againſt the ex- 
ceptions of the remonſtrants: the places of ſcripture 
were, Luke x 20. * Gaudete quia nomina veſtra ſcrip- 
* ta ſunt in coelis. Apoc. xxl, 27. Inſcripti in libro 
* vitae, Rom, ix. 11. Ut propoſitum Dei ſecundum 
electionem maneret, et xi 5, Reſervatio ſecundum 
© eleftionem: et Rom. viii, 13. Quos praedeſtinavit 
* ut conformes fiant imagini filii ſui, eos etiam voca - 


140 LETTERS FROM 


© vit, Acts xiii. 48. Crediderunt quotquot erant or- 
© dinati ad vitam aeternam.“ Upon theſe places theſe 
two ſpake almoſt three hours, 

It was expected that as the reſt of the profeſſors 
hitherto have done, ſo Dr. Davenant, the next pro- 
feſſor, ſhould ſpeak in public: It is ſaid that he ſhall 
do it this day in a private ſeſhon, (for there is no pu- 
blic till Monday, and what will then be done I know 
not.) What the meaning is of this audience only in 
private, I know not, But of this I will ſay more in 
my next letters to your honour, till when I leave your 
Lordſhip to God's good protection. 

Dort this +5 Fanuary, Tour honour's chaplain, 
1619. and bounden in all duty, 
Jo. HAlLEs. 


Your honour ſhall here receive a copy of Mr. Dean's 
farewel. 1 fear me it is a little imperfect, for | 
underſtand it not in ſome places. If I can hear of 
another copy from Mr. Praeſes, who promiſed me 
one at the beginning of this week, and find it to 
be perfecter, I will again tranſcribe it. 


The Dean of Worceſter's Valediction to the Synod. 


NON facile mecum in gratiam redierit cadave- 
* roſa hacc moles, quam aegre uſque circumgeſto, 
* quae mihi ſacri hujus conventus celebritatem toties 
© inviderit, jamque me prorſus invitiſſimum, a vobis 
* importune avocat et divellit. Neque enim ullus elt 
* profe&o ſub coelo locus aeque coeli aemulus, et in 


: 
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— 
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quo tentorium mihi figi maluerim, cujuſque adeo 
geſtiet mihi animus meminiſſe. Beatos vero vos qui- 
bus hoc frui datum ! Non dignus cram ego ut fide- 
lifimi Romani querimoniam imitari liceat, qui pro 
Chriſti et eceleſiae ſuae nomine ſanctam hanc pro- 
vinciam diutius ſuſtinerem. Illud vero bes tn} yv- 
1x71: nempe audito quod res erat, non alia me quam 
adverſiſſima hie uſum valetudine, ſereniſſimus rex 
meus, miſertus miſelli famuli ſui revocat me domum, 
quippe quod cineres meos aut ſandapilam vobis ni- 
hil quicquam prodefle poſſe norit, ſuccenturiavitque 
mihi virum e ſuis ſelectiſſimum, quantum theolo- 
gam! De me profecto, (mero jam ſilicernio) quic- 
quid fiat viderit ille Deus meus, cujus ego totus 
ſum. Vobis quidem ita feliciter proſpectum eſt, ut 
ſit cur infirmitati meae haud parum gratulamini, 
quae hujuſmodi inſtrutiſhmo ſuccedaneo coetum 
hunc veſtrum beaverit. Neque tamen committam, 
(6 Deus vitam mihi ac vires indulſcrit) ut et cor- 
pore ſimul et animo abeſſe videar. Interea ſane 
huic ſynodo ubicunque terrarum ſim, votis, conſi- 
lis, conatibuſque meis quibuſcunque res veſtras me 
pro virili ſerio ac ſedulo promoturum ſancte voveo, 
interim vobis omnibus ac ſingulis honoratiſhmi do- 
mini delegati, reverendiſſime domine praeſcs, graviſ- 
ſimi aſſeſſores, ſymmyſtae colendiſſimi, tibique vene- 
randiſſima ſynodos univerſa, aegro animo ac corpore 
aeternum valedico: rogoque vos omnes obnixius ut 
precibus veſtris imbecillem reducem facere, comita- 
ri, et proſequi velitis. 
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Right Fianourable, and my very good Lord, 
L399 Tueſday the 42 of January, at the even- 
ing ſeſſion, the point of reprobation was ſcho- 
laſtically and learnedly diſcuſt by Altingius, one of the 
Palatine profeſſors. His diſcourſe was the moſt ſuf. 
ficient of any that yet I heard, He began from the 
efinition, and procceded to how far God had a hand 
in it, and how far man is the author of his own de- 
ſtruction, and laſtly, anſwered the remonſtrants argu- 
ments. He ſpake about an hour and a half. I would 
willingly have given your honour an account of his 
ſpeech, but it was in the evening, and the auditory 
are allowed no candles, fo that I could not uſe my 
tables. And thus have they diſcuſt the firit article; 
though 1 could have wiſhed that the queſtion of repro- 
bation had been yet farther opened and ſtood upon, it 
being a point of large extent, and eſpecially inſiſted on 
by the remonſtrant. As for ſynodical reſolution in 
this firſt article, that we muſt yet expect, till all the 
reſt be examined as this hath been. There is no open 
ſeſſion till Friday next after dinner; and then is it 
their purpoſe to enter upon the ſecond article, of uni- 
verſal grace; at which time Mr. Balcanqual and Cru- 
eiger of Haſſia are appointed to ſpeak, according as the 
reſt have done before, to this queſtion, * Whether the 
© death of Chriſt were intended indifferently for all, 
or only for the elect?ꝰ Upon Wedneſday the 38 ot 
| January, in the evening was there a private ſeflion, 


wherein, belike for the making of better ſpeed, they 
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gonſulted whether they ſhould go on to examine the 
relt of the articles after the ſame manner they had 
done the ſirſt, or elſe bethink them of ſome more 
ſpeedy order. After a long diſceptation, even fo long 
that Polyander put the pracles in mind of the exceed- 
ing ſharpneſs of the weather, they at length conclud- 
ed, that they would go on in the ſame courſe they had 
begun. And this as yet is all the news that is paſſant; 
wherefore, ceaſing further to trouble your honour, I 
humbly take my leave, 


Dort this 5+ of Your honour's chaplain, and 
January, 1619 bounden in all duty and ſervice, 


Jon HaLrs, 


Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 


PON Friday the +* of January, there was a 


meeting of the ſynod, partly public, partly pri- 
vate. As the provincial profeſſors had done, ſo was 
Dr. Davenant, who is the firſt profeſſor of the foreign- 
ers, enjoined by the praeſes to do. The intent of 
his diſcourſe, at that time, was to overthrow certain 
diſtinctions framed by the remonſtrants for the main- 
tenance of their poſitions, and evaſion from the con- 
tra-remonſtrants arguments. The remonſtrants uſual- 
ly diſtinguiſh upon election, and divide it inro * defi- 
* nitam et indefinitam, revocabilem et irreyocabilem, 
* peremptoriam et non peremptoriam, mutabilem et 
immutabilem, and the like, For the refutation of 
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which diſtinctions, he firſt ſet down the definition of 
election brought by the contra-remonſtrant, and at 
large confirmed it: Secondly, he brought the defini- 
tion of election agreed on by the remonſtrants, and 
argued againſt it: And thirdly, he directly oppugned 
theſe fore-cited diſtinctions; all which he did learn- 
edly and fully, When Dr, Davenant had ſpoken, 
the auditory was commanded to depart. For having 
a purpoſe that others ſhould ſpeak at the ſame time, 
and fearing that ſome diverſity of opinion might riſe, 
and occaſion ſome diſſenſion, it was thought fit that 
things ſhould be tranſacted as privately as might be, 
Many more of the foreigners delivered themſclves that 
night, and amongſt the reſt Martinius of Breme pro- 
poſed again his former doubts unto the ſynod, con- 
cerning the ſenſe in which Chriſt is ſaid to be funda- 
mentum electionit, and requeſted to be reſolved, But 
D. Gomarus at this time was ſomewhat better adviſed, 
and thought it belt to hold his peace. This day will 
there be a private meeting, wherein every company 
will give up their judgments in writing upon the firlt 
article; and to morrow, I underſtand, they will go 
on unto the ſecond, and proceed in it accordingly as 
they have in the former. As for any deciſive ſentence 
they will give none, till they have thus gone through 
all the five, In this I ſuppoſe they do very diſcreet- 
ly. For fince the articles are mutually linked toge- 
ther, it is moſt convenient they ſhould firſt go through 
them all, ſince a pre-determination in the former might 
bind them to ſome inconyenience in the latter, ther: 


THE SYNOD OF DORT. 147 


being no place left to look back, but ſtand they muſt 
to what they have once concluded, For avoiding of 
this, it is thought beſt to determine of all at once, 
And this is all the news that is here current: where- 
fore, commending your honour to God's good pro- 
tection, I humbly take my leave, 


Dort this 45 of Your honour's chaplain, 
FZanuary, 1619. and bounden in all d ty, 
Jo. HaLits, 


Right Homurable, and my very good Lord, 
PON Monday the 44 of January, in the even- 
ing, the ſynod being met, Scultetus ſpake at 
large © de certitudine gratiae et ſalutis,“ that it was 
neceſſary for every man to be aſſured of his ſalvation. 
The manner of his diſcourſe was oratorial, the ſame 
that he uſes in his ſermons, not ſcholaſtical, and ac- 
cording to the faſhion of diſputation and ſchools, For 
this cauſe the queſtion was neither deeply ſcarcht into 
nor ſtrongly proved. And this is all was done that 
night, | 
I ſpake with Dr, Goad concerning Mr. Brent, who 
anſwered me, that he heard nothing at all of him, and 
that he will ſhortly write unto my Lord Archbiſhop's 
ſecretary, to be informed farther concerning him, My 
Lord Biſhop of late hath taken ſome pains with Mart:- 
nius of Breme, to bring him from his opinion of uni- 
verſal grace, By chance I came to ſee his letter writ- 
ten to Martinius, in which he expoundcd that place in 
K 
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the third of John, So God loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, &c.“ Which is the 
ſtrongeſt ground upon which Martinius reſts himſelf. 
Beyond this here is no news worth the relating, and 
therefore, till farther occaſion offer itſelf, I humbly 
rake my leave, 


Dort this 43. of Your honour's chaplain, 
January, 1619. and bounden in all duty, 
Jo. HALEs. 


1123 


Right Honourable, and my very 205d Lord, 

PON Thurſday the 3-x of January, in the even- 

ing the ſynod met privately, and as they had 

done in the firlt, ſo did they in the ſecond article, For 
the ſpeedier direction to ſind the places in the remon- 
ſtrants books, where the particulars concerning univer- 
ſal grace are diſcuſt, there was a kind of index or con- 
cordance drawn of the ſeveral paſſages in their writ- 
ings touching that ſubject. The next day following, 
that is the fir{t of February, ho novo, Mr, Belcanqual 
and Cruciger of Haſha made entrance upon the ſecond 
article, Mr, Balcanqual ſpake above an hour, and did 
very well acquit himſelf, When they had done, the 


praeſcs enjoined Steinius of Haſſia upon Tueſday next 


in the evening (at what time will be the next open ſeſ- 
ſion) to ſpeak of the fourth article, (for of the third 
there is no queſtion) and to ſound © whether the grace 
* of God converting us be reſiſtible, as the remon- 
ſtrants would have it, This haſte that is made in this 
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ſudden paſſing from one article to another, is much 
marvelled at by our Engliſh divines ; for the colleges 
yet have not all given up their opinion upon the firlt, 
and beſides that the remonſtrants, upon Wedneſday 
laſt, were willed to give in their arguments upon the 
firſt article. For notwithſtanding they be excluded 
from perſonal appearance in the ſynod, yet are they 
commanded to exhibit to the ſynod whatſoever they 
ſhall pleaſe to command. Now ſome time will be re- 
quired for the examining of thoſe reaſons, if they be 
of late invention, and ſuch as yet have had nothing 
ſaid to them, But what the reaſon of this haſte is will 
appear hereafter, 

I lately write unto Mr. Collwall to know what or- 
der was to be taken for the diſcharge of my lodging, 
whether your honour were to anſwer it, or the public 
purſe. I would willingly be reſolved of it, becauſe I 
have a deſire to return to the Hague; firſt, becauſe the 
ſynod proceeding as it dath, I do not ſee that it is e- 
rae pretium for me here to abide; and then becauſe I 
have ſundry private occafions that call upon me to re- 
turn, For notwithſtanding this haſte, of which I bur 
now ſpake, it will be long ere the ſynod will come to 
determine any thing, and about that time, if your ho- 
nour ſhall be fo pleaſed, I ſhall be ready to come back 
to Dort. And fo remembring my ſervice unto your 
honour, 1 humbly take my leave, 

Dort this firſt of Your honour's chaplain, and 
Febr. 1619, bounden in all duty, and ſervice, 
Stylo novo. Jo. HarkEs. 
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| Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, 

UR ſynod goes on like a watch, the main wheels 

upon which the whole buſineſs turns are leaſt in 

ſight; for all things of moment are acted in private 
ſeſhons; what is done in public is only for ſhew and 
entertainment. Upon Monday laſt the fourth of Fe- 
bruary, Hl novo, the deputies met privately in the 
evening, where the firſt thing that came upon the ſtage 
was that old impertinent buſineſs concerning the Cam- 
penſes, at what time Scotlerus, a remonſtrant miniſter, 
who had been formerly cited to appear before the ſy- 
nod, having not appeared at time appointed, pretended 
ſickneſs, and for that cauſe he required the ſynod's pa- 
tient forbearance. After this they entered into conſul- 
tation concerning certain books and writings to be con- 
ceived, partly for declaration of the ſynod's meaning 
in the doctrine of the five articles, partly in apology 
for it. And firſt it was propoſed, that there ſhould 
be /criptum didacticum, a plain and familiar writing 
drawn, wherein the doctrine of the five articles, ac- 
cording to the intent and meaning of the ſynod, ſhould 
be perſpicuouſly expreſt for the capacity of the com- 
mon ſort, and that in Dutch and Latin. The apolo- 
gical writings were of two ſorts ; firſt, Scriptum Elen- 
chicum, wherein there were to be refuted ſuch errors 
as had been lately broached in prejudice of the receiv- 
ed doctrine: ſecondly, ſcriptum hiſtoricum, which was 
to conſiſt of two parts; ſirſt, a narration of the ſynod's 
proceedings with the remonſtrant, from the day of his 
firſt appearance till the time of his ejection; for the 
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refutation of many bitter invectives which lately had 
been written againſt the ſynod in that behalf, Second- 
ly, a relation © de cauſis turbarum, who were the au- 
thors of the late ſtirs in time of the ſeparation; for 
anſwer of Epiſcopius his orations, and other writings 
of the remonſtrants, in which the whole miſorder is 
turned upon the contra remonſtrants. For the /crip- 
tum didacticum, the Engliſh were altogether againſt it; 
and ſo was Vosbergius. Their reaſon was, becauſe it 
ſeemed incongruous that any writing concerning the 
doctrine of the articles ſhould be ſet forth before the 
ſynod had given ſentence. And indeed I muſt con- 
feſs I ſee no great congruity in the propoſal, whilſt 
matters are in controverſy : judges walk ſuſpenſly, and 
are indifferent for either party, and whatſoever their 
intent be, yet they make no overture of it till time 
of ſentence come. All this buſineſs of citing, inquir- 
ing, examining, mult needs ſeem only as ated on a 
ſtage, if the ſynod intempeſtively before-hand bewray 
a reſolution, But notwithſtanding any reaſon alledg- 
able againſt it, the thing is concluded, and Wallaeus, 
Udemannus, and Triglandius are deputed to write a 
diſcourſe to that purpoſe, with the inſpection and ſu- 
perviſion of my Lord Biſhop, Scultetus, Brittingerus, 
and Deodatus. For the ſcriptum hiſtoricum in the 
firſt part, concerning the proceeding of the ſynod with 
the remonſtrant, there is required the pains of Sculte- 
tus and Triglandius. In the ſecond part, de cauſis 
* turbarum,” Latius muſt beſtow his labour, with the 
help of Feſtius Hommius, of the South-Hollanders and 
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North-Hollanders, who beſt of any know the whole 
carriage of that matter. * To the compoling of the 
ſeriptum elenchicum there are deputed four of the pro- 
vincials profeſſors, Jo. Polyander, Lubbertus, Goma- 
rus, and Thyſius; to whom are adjoined as helpers 
and ſuperviſors D. Davenant, Altingius, and Martini- 
us. But the buſineſs of this writing paſt not without 
ſome oppolition. Deodatus altogether miſliked it: Po- 
lyander requeſted that his pains might be ſpared : No- 
vi, ſaith he, quam ſit mihi curia ſupellex. But above 
all, D. Gomarus was moſt offended at the propoſal ; 
© Bella mihi video, bella parantur ait.“ And therefore 
quite refuſing to conſent to any polemical writing, he 
adviſed that the ſcriptum didacticum ſhould abſtain * a 
non neceſſariis et privatis, and contain only neceſſary 
points, ſuch as pals by common conſent : that they 
ſhould expect till the remonſtrant had ſet forth ſome 
adverſary writing, and then would be a fitter time to 
think of ſomewhat in this kind, I blame not D. Go- 
marus if he a little recoil. For being of the /upra- 
lapſarii, as they term them, of thoſe who bring the 
decree of God's election from before the fall, and ſce- 
ing the ſynod not willing to move that way, but to 
ſubſide in a lower ſphere, he is to be pardoned if he 
deny his hand to that writing, which he ſuppoſes can- 
not be ſo warrily indicted but he mult be forced, with 
his own pen, to let fall ſomewhat prejudicial to his 
own opinion. The praeſes anſwered, that it was not 
his drift to force the ſynod againſt their minds to ſet 
out ſuch a book ; but only to take hold of the preſent 
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oceaſion whilſt the foreign divines were here, and have 
ſuch a book in readineſs for uſe hereafter, though it 
were not now ſet forth. He farther adviſed that thoſe 
who were to undertake this ſhould have an eye to 
the inclination of the ſynod, and beware, as much as 
might be, that they toucht not there where any man 
was fore. Whatſocver the pretence is, the mention- 
ing of theſe books before the determination of the ſy- 
nod be formally ſer down, mult needs be very unſea- 
ſonable. It will make the world to think they came 
reſolved what to do, which though perchance they did, 
yet it is no wiſdom to confeſs it, After this, did they 
adviſe concerning the exceptions againſt the confeſſion 
and catechiſm, and of ſuch as ſhould anſwer them, For 
the catechiſm, the Palatine divines undertook it: for 
the confeſſion, ſome of the provincials were appointed, 
whoſe names I have not learnt, The praeſes then, by 
the advice of the ſecular delegates, adviſed the ſynod 
to think of gathering a ſynopſis and brief of all the ſy- 
nodical proceedings, to be ſent to the King of England, 
and other foreign princes and ſtates, who had ſent de- 
puties to the ſynod, that ſo they may underſtand what 
hath been done. For this were there appointed Altin- 
gius. Steinius, the aſſeſſors, and ſcribes ; and for ſuper- 
viſors, were named D, Davenant, praeſes, This is the 
ſum of that ſeſſion. 

On Tueſday at even they met again in private, 
where every one ſpake in order what they had further 
to ſay concerning the ſecond article, Upon ſome occa- 


fion, I know not what, the praeſes mentioned Negoti- 
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um Vorſtianum, Bertianum et Venatorianum,' which 
I note, becauſe this is the firſt time that Vorſtius his 
cauſe was named in the ſynod. There hath not been 
any ſtay made amongſt the foreign divines, but only in 
this ſecond article, out of which if they can well and 
clearly wreſt themſelves, their paſſage 6ut of the reſt 
will be more ſmooth, I lately told your honour that 
Martinius of Breme made ſome doubts, amongſt the 
reſt, concerning univerſal grace. Not Martinius only, 
but D. Ward in this point, For the compoſing the 
doubts of both theſe, that they brake not out to any 
public inconvenience, there hath been of late many pri- 
vate meetings in my Lord Biſhop's lodging; where up- 
on Wedneſday morning were drawn certain theſes in 
very ſuſpenſe and wary terms: to what end, whether 
to give content to all parties, or to exhibit -to the ſy- 
nod, or what elſe I know not. By chance l had a view 
of them, but no opportunity to tranſcribe them, 

On Wedneſday the ſixth of February there was a 
public ſeſſion in the evening, at what time Steinius of 
Haſſia ſpake to the fourth article, concerning the re- 
ſiſtibility of grace, in the ſame manner as others had 
done before him. He ſpake about an hour and a half; 
and when he had done, the praeſes gave warning of a 
public ſeſſion to be upon Monday next, in the evening, 
and ſo diſmiſt the auditory, but not the ſynod ; who 
after this ſate a good ſpace in private conſultation, 

Febr. tb, Your honour's chaplain, and bounden 

1619. in all duty and ſervice, Jo, HALE?, 
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